
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST - RITE II 

THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 23, 2026 

 8:00 AM  
THE REVEREND ANDREW J. SHERMAN, CELEBRANT  

THE VERY REVEREND DR. MARY ELLEN CASINNI, PREACHER 
 

Welcome to Saint Gregory’s!  We invite you to join us in active participation in the worship of God.   
This leaflet contains the congregational portions of the liturgy taken from the Book of Common Prayer.  

Please refrain from bringing food or drink into the sanctuary.   
 

THE ORGAN PRELUDE  
 
The Bells peal. All stand, as able, as the Procession enters and remain standing for 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY  
 

          CELEBRANT     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

          PEOPLE             And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

lmighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

THE GLORIA Said by all.                                                                                               

lory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your  glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the  Glory of God the Father.  AMEN. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   

CELEBRANT   The Lord be with you. 
 PEOPLE         And also with you. 
 CELEBRANT   Let us pray.  
 

rant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your 
power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
The People are seated for 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF EXODUS                                                                                            [1:8-2:10] 

Gena Vallee, Lector.  

 

ow a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more 
numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of 
war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to 

oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, 
the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in 
imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. 
They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as 
midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.” But the 
midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt 
summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to 
Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife 
comes to them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the 
midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews 
you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 
 
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she 
saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, 
and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister 
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
 
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket 
among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, 
“This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a 
nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called 
the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the 
woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her 
son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 
 
   LECTOR        The Word of the Lord. 
              PEOPLE          Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM Recited by all responsively by whole verse.                                                                                                                            [ 124] 

1 If the LORD had not been on our side,  
let Israel now say; 

2 If the LORD had not been on our side,  
when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive  
in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us  
and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * 
have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the LORD!  
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;  
the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the Name of the LORD,  
the maker of heaven and earth. 

N 
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A READING FROM PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS                                                                             [ 12:1-8] 
Michelle Santarelli, Lector.  

 
 appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace 

given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not 
all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; 
the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness. 
 

   LECTOR   The Word of the Lord. 
   PEOPLE   Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW                               16:13-20] 

PEOPLE   Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

hen Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 

God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then  he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah. 
 

GOSPELLER      The Gospel of the Lord. 
PEOPLE              Praise to You, Lord Christ.                                                  

 
The People are seated for 

THE SERMON   THE VERY REVEREND DR. MARY ELLEN CASINNI 

 

Silence is kept. The People stand for 

THE NICENE CREED  

e believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him 

all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   AMEN. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Led by Jeff Miller.                                                                                               FORM IV 
The Leader and People pray responsively. The people respond with Hear our prayer.  

 

Let us pray for the church and for the world. 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your 
glory in the world. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and 
serve the common good. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all the reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to 
your honor and glory.  
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves 
us. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them 
the joy of your salvation. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all 
your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant adds the concluding collect. 

lmighty God, you have revealed to your Church your eternal Being of glorious majesty and perfect love as one God in 
Trinity of Persons: Give us grace to continue steadfast in the confession of this faith, and constant in our worship of 
you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for you live and reign, one God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS                                                             FROM ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP 

Deacon or Celebrant  

 Let us confess our sins to God.  

Silence is kept 
 

od of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied 
your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that 
enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through 

our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will.  AMEN. 
 
 The Celebrant stands and says, 

lmighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. AMEN.  
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THE PEACE    

                 CELEBRANT   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
PEOPLE          And also with you. 

 

 The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
All are welcomed formally as announcements, birthday, and anniversary blessings are made.  

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

An offering will be collected at this time. To make an electronic offering via your phone, simply scan this QR Code with your 
camera application, and follow the prompts, or text SGEgive to: 833-672-4095.  Your gifts make a meaningful difference.  
Thank you for walking in love and responding in faith.   
  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                  EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 2, FROM ENRICHING OUR WORSHIP 

The People stand as the gifts are brought forward. The Celebrant says 

                                         The Lord be with you. 
PEOPLE   And also with you. 
CELEBRANT       Lift up your hearts. 
PEOPLE    We lift them to the Lord. 
CELEBRANT       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
PEOPLE    It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant proceeds 

e praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the 
creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and 
waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against 

you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us 
to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we proclaim the hymn:  
 

THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS QUI VENIT   

oly, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 

highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.   

 

The People stand, sit, or kneel as able.  The Celebrant continues 

lory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the 
riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the 

sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk 
in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it 
to them, and said: “Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was 
ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you.” This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out to you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”  

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified, and risen, who was and is and is to come, 
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ 
given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Gregory, and all your 
saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 

W 
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and 
ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

CELEBRANT      Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.        
PEOPLE            Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.  
 

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Facing the People, the Celebrant says 

he Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 
In the Episcopal Church all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion. In Jesus' name, all are welcome! At the time of Holy 

Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. Both the Host (the blessed wafer) and the Chalice (wine) will be offered. If you prefer to receive 
only the Host, it is full communion. We also provide gluten-free Hosts. Please indicate your preference for a gluten-free Host to the Eucharistic 

Minister at the altar. Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you are still invited to come to the altar for a blessing.  
Please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference for a blessing. 

 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER                               

After Communion, the People stand as able the Celebrant says  Let us pray.    

lmighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  of the most precious Body 
and Blood of your Son our Savior  Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the 

work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.   AMEN. 
 

THE BLESSING  

ay the Spirit,  
who hovered over the waters when the world 

was created,  
breathe into you the life he gives.  AMEN. 
 
May the Spirit, 
who overshadowed the Virgin when the  
eternal Son came among us,  
make you joyful in the service of the Lord.  AMEN. 

 
May the Spirit, 
Who set the church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.  
AMEN.  
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. AMEN. 

 

THE DISMISSAL   

DEACON      Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.        
PEOPLE       Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 
The Trumpets shall sound.  

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE  
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We welcome you to this service of worship! It is our fervent prayer that you will find God’s love and peace in this 

holy place. We invite you to explore life at St. Gregory’s by speaking with one of the clergy. Please scan the QR 
code and fill out the form provided to be sent information about all the opportunities and ministries offered at St. 
Gregory’s!  

 

We welcome The Very Reverend Dr. Mary Ellen Casinni and Mr. Tim Brumfield back from vacations this morning. 
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SAINT GREGORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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