
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST - RITE II 

THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 18, 2026 

 8:00 AM  
 THE REVEREND ANDREW J. SHERMAN, CELEBRANT  

THE VERY REVEREND DR. MARY ELLEN CASSINI, ASSISTING PRIEST 
THE REVEREND CHRISTOPHER HARDING, PREACHER 

 
  

Welcome to Saint Gregory’s!  We invite you to join us in active participation in the worship of God.   
This leaflet contains the congregational portions of the liturgy taken from the Book of Common Prayer.  

The service of worship begins with the music of the organ.  
Through its power and brilliance, may you feel God’s majesty and glory—in its quietness, God’s peace 

Please silence all cell phones.   
Please refrain from bringing food or drink into the sanctuary.   

 

THE ORGAN PRELUDE  
 
The Bells peal. All stand, as able, as the Procession enters and remain standing for 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY  
 

          CELEBRANT     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

          PEOPLE              And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

lmighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

THE GLORIA Said by all.                                                                                               

lory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the Father.  AMEN. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   

CELEBRANT   The Lord be with you. 
 PEOPLE          And also with you. 
 CELEBRANT   Let us pray.  
 

lmighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the works of your 
mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

The People are seated for 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF EXODUS                                                                                          [ 33:12-23] 
Jackie Rogers, Lector. 

 
oses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me know whom you will 
send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ Now if I have 
found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that 

this nation is your people.” He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to him, “If your 
presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your 
people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the earth.” 

The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by 
name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim 
before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place 
by me where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you 
with my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 

   LECTOR        The Word of the Lord. 
              PEOPLE          Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM Recited by all responsively by whole verse, saying the text in BOLD print.                                                                           [99] 

 

1   The LORD is King; 
     let the people tremble;  
     he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
     let the earth shake. 
2   The LORD is great in Zion;  
     he is high above all peoples. 
3   Let them confess his Name,  
     which is great and awesome;  
     he is the Holy One. 
4   "O mighty King, lover of justice, 
     you have established equity;  
     you have executed justice and  
     righteousness in Jacob." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5   Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our     
     God and fall down before his footstool;  
     he is the Holy One. 
6   Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
     and Samuel among those who call upon      
     his Name,  
     they called upon the LORD, and he     
     answered them. 
7   He spoke to them out of the  
     pillar of cloud;  
     they kept his testimonies and the decree     
     that he gave them. 
8   O LORD our God, you answered them    
     indeed;  
     you were a God who forgave them, 
     yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
9   Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our     
     God and worship him upon his holy hill;  
     for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 
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A READING FROM PAUL’S FIRST LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS                                                 [ 1:1-10] 
Betsy Wenzel, Lector. 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

e always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, 
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in 

word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved 
to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the 
word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For 
the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has 
become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome 
we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

   LECTOR   The Word of the Lord. 
   PEOPLE    Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW                              [22:15-22] 

PEOPLE   Glory to You, Lord Christ. 

he Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, 
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference 
to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 

emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin 
used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, 
“The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 

GOSPELLER      The Gospel of the Lord. 
PEOPLE              Praise to You, Lord Christ.                                                  

 
The People are seated for 

THE SERMON   THE REVEREND CHRISTOPHER HARDING 
 

Silence is kept. The People stand for 

THE NICENE CREED  

e believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him 

all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   AMEN. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                     PRAYERS FOR STAND-UP SUNDAY 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively. The People respond with Lord, hear our prayer.  Jeff Miller, Leader. 
 

eavenly Father, 
We gather today as one people, in the Spirit of love and peace. Thank You for the gift of Sunday, a day of rest, 
worship, and renewal. We give thanks for the blessings of our homes, our communities, and the many ways You have 

shown Your goodness. May our hearts be open to Your presence, and may we walk forward together in hope and unity. 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Lord, as we begin this new week, grant us peace that surpasses all understanding. Guide our steps, give us wisdom in our 
decisions, and help us to serve one another with kindness and compassion. May Your light shine through us, and may we be a 
source of comfort and hope for all who hear our words. 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
God of all mercy,  
Strengthen us for the challenges ahead. When we are weary, remind us of Your strength. When we are discouraged, lift our 
spirits. Let this Sunday be a time of refreshment and let us carry forward the peace and joy we have received today. In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
God of justice and truth, 
We pray for end to religious hatred and for repentant and changed hearts. As children of God, strengthen our witness against 
antisemitism, Islamophobia, and the persecution of Christians or any other persons of faith. Help us to honor and respect the 
dignity of all human beings created in your image. 
Lord, hear our prayer 
  
We lift up our families, our communities, and our shared humanity before You. Bless us with love, patience, and kindness. 
May we be a sign of Your peace in a world that needs it. May this Sunday be a reminder that we are all children of the same 
God, and that together we can build a world full of hope and love. 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  
Silence is kept. 

 
The Celebrant adds the concluding collect.  
 

lmighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace 
with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our 
communities and among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. AMEN.

 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SINS 

Deacon or Celebrant  

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence is kept.  

ost merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.   
AMEN. 
 
The Celebrant says, 

lmighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in              

all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. AMEN.  
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THE PEACE    

                 CELEBRANT   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
PEOPLE          And also with you. 

 

 The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
All are welcomed formally as announcements, birthday, and anniversary blessings are made.  

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

An offering will be collected at this time. To make an electronic offering via your phone, simply scan this QR Code with your 
camera application, and follow the prompts, or text SGEgive to: 833-672-4095.  Your gifts make a meaningful difference.   
Thank you for walking in love and responding in faith.   
  

 

 

The People stand as the gifts are brought forward.  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                                        EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant says   
                                        The Lord be with you. 

PEOPLE            And also with you. 
CELEBRANT      Lift up your hearts. 
PEOPLE   We lift them to the Lord. 
CELEBRANT      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
PEOPLE            It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

THE SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS QUI VENIT   

oly, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 

highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.   

 

The People may kneel, stand, or sit as desired. The Celebrant continues 

oly and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 

and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to 
suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." After supper he 
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People   
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

I 
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The Celebrant continues 

e celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

CELEBRANT      Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.        
PEOPLE            Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.  
 

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Facing the People, the Celebrant says 

he Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 
In the Episcopal Church all baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion. In Jesus' name, all are welcome! At the time of Holy 

Communion, please follow the direction of the ushers. Both the Host (the blessed wafer) and the Chalice (wine) will be offered. If you prefer to receive 
only the Host, it is full communion. We also provide gluten-free Hosts. Please indicate your preference for a gluten-free Host to the Eucharistic 

Minister at the altar. Should you not wish to receive Holy Communion, you are still invited to come to the altar for a blessing.  
Please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your preference for a blessing. 

For those desiring a blessing of healing, a priest will be available to administer a blessing in the Chapel of St. Mary. 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER                               

After Communion, the People stand as able the Celebrant says  Let us pray.    

lmighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  of the most precious Body 
and Blood of your Son our Savior  Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the 

work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.   AMEN. 
 

THE BLESSING                                                                                               BEANNACHT (BLESSING) BY JOHN O’DONOHUE 

 

n the day when the weight deadens on your shoulders and you stumble, may the clay dance to balance you. And when 
your eyes freeze behind the grey window and the ghost of loss gets into you, may a flock of colors, indigo, red, green 
and azure blue, come to awaken in you a meadow of delight. When the canvas frays in the currach of thought and a 

stain of ocean blackens beneath you, may there come across the waters a path of yellow moonlight to bring you safely home. 
May the nourishment of the earth be yours, may the clarity of light be yours, may the fluency of the ocean be yours, may the 
protection of the ancestors be yours. And so may a slow wind work these words of love around you, an invisible cloak to mind 
your life. And may the blessing of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit be with you this day and always. 
AMEN.
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THE DISMISSAL   

DEACON      Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.        
PEOPLE       Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 
The Trumpets shall sound.  

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE 
 
 

We welcome you to this service of worship! It is our fervent prayer that you will find God’s love and peace in this holy place. 

We invite you to explore life at St. Gregory’s by speaking with one of the clergy. Please scan the QR code and fill 
out the form provided to be sent information about all the opportunities and ministries offered at St. Gregory’s!  
 

 

Today is STAND UP SUNDAY! Stand Up Sunday is a nationwide day of solidarity, organized by the Appeal of 

Conscience Foundation and the Blue Square Alliance Against Hate, that brings together houses of worship across faith traditions 
to stand united against antisemitism and all forms of religious hate. We welcome our special guests from these two organizations  
and our partner community congregations who are with us in worship today! 
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SAINT GREORY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
The Cultural and Sacred Hub of Arts and Service 

 
100 NORTHEAST MIZNER BOULEVARD P.O. BOX 1503 

BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 33429-1503 
www.stgregorysepiscopal.org; email: office@st-gregorys.com 

phone: 561-395-8285 
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