
 
 

 

 

 

Dear TCA Members, 

What can I say about 2020? Definitely one for the record books.  

Who imagined that 2020 would bring the first global pandemic in over 100 years and who among us 

actually prepared in advance for the mayhem that was 2020? The question is rhetorical of course. From 

my perspective, it feels like we looked both ways before crossing the road like we have done for 102 

years in succession … and then got hit by an airplane! 

I suppose if we are completely honest, it could have been worse. COVID-19 has decimated some sectors 

of our economy. Construction has actually fared pretty well, all things considered. A crisis this big, 

however, inevitably catalyzes huge changes, many of which will be permanent. It’s hard to imagine a 

sector that won’t be transformed, restructured or in extreme cases removed entirely. COVID is after all a 

catastrophic event. 

Looking forward to 2021, none of us knows for certain what is in store. As Geoff Smith from ED pointed 

out in the keynote address that launched Buildings Week in early December, “nobody is even pretending 

to know what the future will bring.” Certainly not me.  

I am cautiously optimistic that 2021 will be a good year for construction. The federal government 

absolutely needs to continue CEWS and must discontinue the transfer of COVID risk in contract 

procurement. Moreover, despite the massive debt loads governments are amassing at every level, now 

is also not the time to reduce the infrastructure spend nor is it the time to cut corners when it comes to 

getting the vaccine into the hands of those who need it most. That said, 2021 could see the beginnings 

of a recovery. 

Perhaps we should be a little careful what we wish for. Author Dave Hollis, the CEO of a company that 

exists to help people build better lives, says “in the rush to get back to normal, use this time to consider 

which parts of normal are worth getting back to”. And I think that’s pretty good advice. The pre-COVID 

world was far from perfect. 

The truth is I’m not actually as worried as I sound. We are builders. Overcoming adversity is what we do. 

And the real reason for this message is to wish you the very best of the season on behalf of Chairman 

Endicott, the TCA Board and my extraordinary colleagues at 70 Leek. 

Happy Holidays! 

John Mollenhauer, President 


