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Parts of the following story have been compiled from an article by Roberta Cannon for Cape Cod Healthcare.  

 
Betsy Reney’s a survivor. At 67, she has faced her own mortality through two bouts of 
cancer and a roof collapse that almost killed her. Time, determination, optimism--and an 
unexpected gift from an anonymous donor--helped her heal.  
 
“I happen to be the president of the 100 percent survivor’s club,” she says with a glint in 
her eyes. “I’m calling it that because I have had enough in one lifetime to last a lifetime.”  

 
She was 25 years old and the mother of two very young children when she received her first cancer diagnosis.  
While she had to have a complete hysterectomy to treat uterine and cervical cancer, she did not need 
chemotherapy or radiation.  “It wasn’t the worst thing in the world,” she recalls, with her usual optimism. 
 
Those words would not be truer. The worst came in 1995. While Betsy was working at Staples in Hyannis, the 
unthinkable happened--part of the roof collapsed on top of her. “I had many broken bones including my ribs, my 
back, my pelvis, right ankle, a right shoulder injury, a head injury and a punctured lung,” she recalled. 
 
Intensive care, rehabilitative care and multiple surgeries were part of her long, very painful recovery.  In the 
middle of it, she discovered a lump in each breast and had to have a double lumpectomy. Fortunately, the 
biopsies were negative.  
 
After that whirlwind of doctors, Betsy decided not to see any for a while. In fact, she pretty much went without 
healthcare for years until her sister, who is a nurse, finally convinced her to schedule a physical and a 
mammogram. The mammogram results showed a suspicious area in her right breast. Following an ultrasound 
and three biopsies, Betsy was diagnosed with Stage I breast cancer.  It had not spread to her lymph nodes, but 
she would need a mastectomy.    
 
Reconstruction afterward was another steep hurdle. Once she met with Marc Fater, MD, a plastic surgeon at 
Cape Cod Hospital, she became receptive to another surgery; however, Medicare wouldn’t cover all the costs, 
and Betsy didn’t have supplementary insurance to bridge the gap.  Luckily, someone she didn’t even know would 
become part of her survivor story. 
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A PARRALEL STORY 
This story begins in 2014.  What started out as an ordinary day at The Cape Cod Foundation didn’t end that way.  
We received a $1.5 million-dollar bequest gift from an anonymous donor.   
 
The purpose of the gift was to establish an endowment fund for grants that would cover costs associated with 
breast reconstructive surgery that were not covered by health insurance. The grants were earmarked for women 
residing in Barnstable County who needed reconstructive surgery due to a cancer diagnosis or for those who 
chose to undergo a prophylactic removal. 
 
“Being asked to steward such a meaningful gift is a true honor,” says Kristin O’Malley, The Cape Cod 
Foundation’s President and CEO. “We took great care researching ways to administer these grants.  We wanted 
to partner with an organization that would help us maximize awareness of the funding and increase the impact 
it would have on local women.  Cape Cod Healthcare was a natural fit. They provide care for a large number of 
women on Cape Cod and understand the need for surgery related to breast cancer. They have a network and 
financial need process in place to share information about this funding directly with patients who could be 
eligible to receive it.” 
 
In 2015, The Cape Cod Foundation awarded $50,000, its first grant from the new Breast Cancer Reconstructive 
Surgery Fund, to the Cape Cod Healthcare Foundation for the newly formed Breast Cancer Reconstructive 
Surgery Patient Assistance Fund.  In 2016, the Foundation issued another grant of $48,000 to the Cape Cod 
Healthcare Foundation for this purpose.  
 
“While we don’t know much about the donor, we do know that a personal experience compelled her to help local 
cancer survivors in this way. Her thoughtfulness and generosity are not only impacting the lives of women now;  
this gift will continue over time,” says O’Malley.  “What a powerful legacy.” 
 
BACK TO BETSY’S STORY 
Betsy learned about The Breast Cancer Reconstruction Surgery Patient Assistance Fund through Bea Gremlich, 
Senior Development Officer at the Cape Cod Healthcare Foundation. “I thought I had died and gone to heaven,” 
she said. Reconstructive surgery got the green light. 
 
“I think reconstruction is an important facet of the healing process,” she said. “It really did make a difference, 
and I am glad I was able to do it.”   
 

 

The Breast Cancer Reconstructive Surgery Patient Assistance Fund 
Cape Cod Healthcare provides financial assistance to women facing breast cancer reconstructive surgery through the 
generous grant from an anonymous donor of The Cape Cod Foundation. Funds are available on a first-come, first-serve 
basis to women who live in Barnstable Country. The fund: 

▪ helps with costs of breast reconstruction not covered by health insurance 
▪ is available to women with hereditary cancer syndromes who have not had a cancer diagnosis 
▪ covers a prophylactic mastectomy 
▪ covers breast reconstruction when the health insurance is not accepted by the plastic surgeon 
▪ covers costs of unpaid bills that fall outside of insurance coverage including, without limitation, deductibles and 

copayments 
▪ covers all surgical costs for women who have had all or any part of either or both breasts removed due to a 

cancer diagnosis 
 
Please contact Jeff Gaudet, Survivorship Program Manager, at Cape Cod Healthcare with further questions. 
survivors@capecodhealth.org 
 


