
 

New year.  New resolution. I’m swearing off buzz words. Sunsetting them. Sending them 
straight over the bleeding edge. No more drilling down, reaching out or circling back.  No more 
pivoting, piggybacking or peeling back the layers of the onion. Our board is not the S.W.A.T. 
team, you are not stakeholders, and today’s agenda is not Mission Critical.  

And, let’s get real--thought showers are no more productive than brainstorming sessions. 
Honestly, I don’t have the bandwidth for any more mumbo jumbo, so I’m getting off the bus. If 
you want to shift the paradigm, move the needle, or get a 30,000-foot view, you’re on your own. 

Did you know we even have a buzz word for making up buzz words? It’s call upwording. 

Seriously, I’m giving up the gobbledygook for good.  I’m kicking all the meaningless nouns, adjectives, adverbs and verbs 
that have snuck into my vocabulary to the corporate curb. Except one.  One single, beautiful phrase.  Blue-Sky Thinking.  
That’s a keeper. 

So, what exactly is Blue-Sky Thinking?  To me, it’s a state of mind; it’s also an active verb.  It’s permission to think 
optimistically, creatively, and collaboratively.  No judgements.  No preconceptions. No limitations.  It encourages you to 
look at things differently so that you do things differently to achieve a different (read, better) outcome.  It’s the way to 
move away from what exists to find out what we can create together. 
 
In 1926, Irving Berlin wrote a song called Blue Skies as a last-minute addition to the Rodgers and Hart production Betsy. 
While the musical’s probably long-forgotten, Blue Skies was an instant success and has been covered by generations of 
great musicians: from Bing Crosby to Brandi Carlile and Dizzy Gillespie to Diana Krall.  Naturally, it’s a love song. But, I 
always associate the song with another word: optimism. And, that’s a great way to look at 2018.   
 

Blue skies 
Smiling at me 
Nothing but blue skies 
Do I see 
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Bluebirds 
Singing a song 
Nothing but bluebirds 
All day long 

Never saw the sun shining so bright 
Never saw things going so right 
Noticing the days hurrying by 
When you're in love, my how they fly 

Blue days 
All of them gone 
Nothing but blue skies 
From now on 

 
Throughout the year, we’re going to talk about the blue-sky thinking that will bring blue skies to our neighborhood. To 
start, we’ve just announced our 2017 Strategic Focus Grant recipients (see below). We’ve invested more than $50,000 of 
our discretionary funds into six nonprofits that are making big strides in our community. In upcoming issues of The Hub, 
we’ll tell you how several of them also figure into a bigger strategy to leverage resources for increased impact.   
 
Soon, we’ll share more news about the Foundation’s exciting Strategic Leadership initiative to strengthen nonprofit 
organizations and build resources and opportunities for young people. You’ll also hear what our Town Funds are powering 
up in Falmouth, Chatham, and Sandwich for 2018.  And, we’ll continue to share stories about our amazing donors who are 
impacting every aspect of the region with their dedication and generosity…and blue-sky thinking.  
 
As always, there’s plenty of room in this big blue sky for you. The best place to start is with a single question:  What really 
matters to you?  Whether you’re passionate about people, crazy about conservation or wild about wildlife, we can help you 
be part of the positivity. 
 
Well, it’s time to put a hard stop on this column.  Gonna be out of pocket while I grab a bite al desko.  If I think of anything 
else, I’ll ping you.  
 
Sorry, I couldn’t resist. Happy, optimistic New Year everyone. 
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