
DATES TO NOTE: 

 

 

March 14 

Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 

 

March 27 

Holy Week  

Worship Pack  

Pick-Up 

1-4 pm 

 

March 28 

Palm Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 I am excited and grateful to see the many  

ways people are engaging in our pilgrimage theme, 

Wandering for the Love of God, this Lenten season. 

We have four Soul of a Pilgrim discussion groups  

going, with people involved from two other states 

than New York and one other country. They are 

learning new ways to read the Bible reflectively and 

intentionally for what God is saying to them. They are 

using photography as a spiritual practice to notice and 

receive the beauty of the word and God’s presence. 

They are walking, moving, writing, and sharing their 

stories of experiencing God as they become more 

curious and creative about how to discover the sacred 

presence in and around them. 

 Many of you are also engaging in pilgrim practices 

by reading and reflecting on the Daily GIFT email. 

Written by Roger Gench, a Presbyterian minister  

and interim editor at the The Presbyterian Outlook, this 

devotional is helping us see the Bible as the “lens of 

faith,” as John Calvin put it, like a pair of eyeglasses 

that enables us to see the world with clearer vision  

as God’s creation. As theologian Serene Jones notes  

in “Inhabiting Scripture, Dreaming Bible”, this was 

Calvin’s way of saying that Scripture “brings clarity  

and focus to all aspects of our lives” and “lets us see 

what we otherwise would not.” In short, once we 

have these eyeglasses on, “there is nothing, absolutely 

nothing, that escapes their vision-framing power.”  

As a result, many of us are praying and meditating 

with scripture in slow and contemplative ways. We 

are discerning the movement of God in our personal 

lives and in the life of the world around us. We are 

journaling and writing down notes, ideas, and ques-

tions that open up and deepen our exploration. We 

are singing (or at least humming) with a weekly hymn. 

We’ve already heard how important this has been  

and how much it is missed when the email doesn’t 

arrive. 

 Finally, for all of us who like “to do” something, 

we are also wandering in the wilderness of food    

insecurity as we collect 40 Cans for Lent for our   

Pantry. Not only are we collecting food, but we are 

invited to put ourselves in the shoes of our neighbors 

who don’t have the comfort of knowing where their 

next meal is coming from or how they will feed their 

families from week to week. This practice will help us 

to better understand the people we seek to serve and 

to discern ways to alleviate the causes of hunger and 

food insecurity in our community and world. 

 I celebrate these pilgrim practices because they 

illustrate how we are engaging our faith as a transfor-

mational magi congregation and growing our spiritual 

vitality for living daily in the presence of God. We   

are living into our identity as disciples of Christ and 

pilgrims on a journey, exploring who we are, who 

God is, and how we continue to discern what God    

is doing in the world around us. That last sentence  

is what pilgrims do. In From Nomads to Pilgrims, Diana 

Butler Bass and Joseph Stewart-Sicking write, “A  

pilgrim’s goal is not to escape life, but to embrace it 

more deeply, to be transformed wholly as a person, 

with new ways of being in community and new hopes 

for the world. Being a tourist means experiencing 

something new; being a pilgrim means becoming some-

one new. Pilgrimages go somewhere—to a  

transformed life” (xii). 

 Becoming someone new and going to a trans-

formed life speaks to our journey during Lent and our 

real purpose as a church. We are traveling to Easter, 
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not only as a day to celebrate, but as a way of life that nurtures 

God’s new life in us and our way of life in the world. This journey  

is how I see us being a church and inviting new people to join us. 

We aren’t so much focused on what people believe as how to   

invite people to join us on this journey that shapes who we are  

and what we do. We don’t offer a set of hard and fast, unchanging 

beliefs, but a journey of belonging to a community where we can 

grow and change, believe and doubt, experience joy and share  

sorrow, all as part of becoming someone new and heading toward 

a transformed life. We don’t set aside the core of our faith and 

trust in Jesus Christ. Instead, his way guides our growth, change, formation, and ultimately, our transformation. 

 Thank you for the ways we are on the journey together. One particular thing we can all do is read about the grant we received from 

the Clergy Renewal Program of the Lilly Foundation. We’ve included the first two answers to the grant proposal in this newsletter and will 

be sharing more each month. This grant isn’t simply for me to have four months off to rest or go on vacation. We received the grant so 

that we can all take a sabbatical journey and learn how we can incorporate rest and renewal into our life together as a church. To refer 

back to the Ten Commandments study we did last summer, it’s an intentional opportunity to practice the Fourth Commandment, 

“Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.”  

 As I said at the beginning, I’m both excited and grateful to be going on this journey with you. As we walk this Lenten pilgrimage of faith, 

may we experience God’s presence, discern God’s leading, and celebrate God’s gift of transformation and new life. 

 

On the journey together, 

Chip  

Staying Connected — While We’re Apart 
 

 ONLINE WORSHIP — Join us online for the worship service at 10:00am. Find the 

livestream (and services you missed) on our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/

fpcyorktown/live_videos/).  

 VIRTUAL CLASSES AND MEET-UPS — While we are out of our building,  

 we will have numerous opportunities to “see familiar faces” via Zoom (bible studies, Sunday 

 School, youth group, virtual coffee hours and more). If you haven’t used Zoom yet, there are some quick tutorials on the company’s 

 website:  https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials   

 

 CONTINUE YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT — During these trying times filled with so much 

 uncertainty, our church is taking creative measures to stay connected and care for its congregants, 

 friends, and neighbors. While we cannot physically pass the plate on Sundays, we can continue our  

 financial support by giving on-line (https://tinyurl.com/FPCYgive) or by mailing pledge commitments or 

 offerings directly to the church office. If you need any technology assistance, please contact Chip, Tami 

 or Lisa. See pages 4-5 for notes from the Stewardship Commission. 

Four Strategic Focuses from the CAT Scan 

• Strategic investment in the next generation of the church 

• Building lay leadership capacity 

• Strengthening relational infrastructure 

• Investment in spiritual formation & mental health ministry 

Holy Week  

Worship Pack  

Pick-Up 

 

March 27 

1- 4 pm 

 

https://www.facebook.com/fpcyorktown/live_videos/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcyorktown/live_videos/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
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Congregational Life 
 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, March 14. Garrett Artman, our music director, will join us during the Zoom coffee hour following the worship 

service. Are you curious how the choir has been practicing? Interested in knowing more about how you or your child might participate in the 

music program? Drop in to say hi and learn more about the music at FPCY.   

 
Another opportunity to gather together virtually is during our monthly lunch bunch that will be held on Wednesday, March 17th at noon. While 

we will miss our annual Corned Beef & Cabbage luncheon, wear green (or orange), log-on and share a St. Patrick’s Day virtual lunch with us. 

 

Tired of watching TV? Looking for an evening of fun? Join us for an hour of fellowship with a game of  

BINGO on Saturday, March 20 at 8 pm. Watch your email for the Zoom link which will also include   

the bingo game card template. Everyone is welcome! 

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 

March 
14th 

@ 2:00am 

In addition to your regular giving, we ask that you consider making a gift  

to our denomination’s special Lenten Offering,  
 

One Great Hour of Sharing: 
 

As Jesus says in Matthew 25, the Church belongs with those in need — with 

those suffering from natural and human-caused disasters; with those lacking 

access to food, water and healthcare; and with those struggling for justice, 

righteousness, and peace. Through our gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, we 

are there because we are the Church, together.  
 

Received during the season of Lent, each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing 

helps improve the lives of the suffering and the vulnerable through three life-

saving programs: 
 

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE—Restorers of Streets to Live In  

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM—Share your Bread with the Hungry  

SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE—Loose the Bonds of Injustice  



  Page 4 The Disciple 

Operations 
 

 If you’ve been to, or driven by, the church recently, 

you might have noticed a different landscape. The    

two spruce trees nearest the Sanctuary are gone.   

Upon careful assessment by Operations and with the 

guidance of two professional Arborists we decided to 

have the trees removed. Here’s the history... 

 In the Winter of 2019-2020 the tree closest to  

the sanctuary suffered considerable storm damage.  

We commissioned removal of dead and broken limbs 

by SavATree. It was noted at that time that the tree 

was exhibiting extensive dieback on the lower limbs 

and these limbs were also removed. We accepted 

SavATree recommendations to apply three fungicidal 

sprays and fertilization in an attempt to arrest progress 

of the disease. However it was apparent that this  

treatment was having limited success and the dieback 

continued. Members of the Operation Commission 

also voiced concern that the tree was weakening and 

in a weakened state it posed a hazard to the sanctuary. 

 In the Winter of 2020-2021, the second tree  

suffered irreparable storm damage. The tree became 

an imminent threat, if it were to fall, to motorists on 202 and/or to pedestrians using our sidewalk. 

So our decision was predicated on safety and low probability to control the disease. In addition, the 

treatment program with fungicidal sprays was going to be a long term commitment stretching out as 

an annual expense with only low to moderate probability of arresting dieback.  

If you need more information, please call. 

Bud C  

 

 

 

Campaign Project Management 

Team Update  
 

The campaign team, together with other committees 

and commissions, continues to be busy with renova-

tions and maintenance projects, taking advantage of 

the flexibility provided by the empty building.  

 

The most exciting new change is the in-progress  

upgrade to lighting in the Sanctuary. Recessed lights above the balcony, lights in the  

stairwells, and better illumination of the chancel area will give us better lighting for the 

congregation as well as for streaming services, while being respectful of our cherished 

historic Sanctuary. 

 

Upgrades to our heating and cooling systems began last week.  

Yet to come: kitchen renovations, accessible doors to the Gathering Space.  

 

As ever, we are so grateful for the support of the congregation and the faithful fulfillment 

of pledges to the capital campaign to enable us to do this work. If you haven’t yet made a 

commitment, please prayerfully consider participating in this campaign for the present 

(and future) of our Ministries of Faith. Pledges can be made via myFPCY.org. If you have 

made a pledge, but haven’t yet made a gift, or if you wish to make a one-time gift, you 

can do so at your convenience here: http://tinyurl.com/FPCYCapital. 

myFPCY.org
http://tinyurl.com/FPCYCapital
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Pantry News 
 

The Pantry continues to operate, rain or shine, in heat or cold. We are 

so grateful for the loyal support of our volunteers, congregation, 

community and local businesses.  

 

We are grateful to the Communications Commission for working with 

Walter and Sign Stop to create this sign that will better direct our 

donors to our after hours drop-off bins. 

 

A huge thanks to Temple Beth Am and Yorktown for Justice; their    

food drive as an MLK Day of Service created eight (8) carloads of food 

supplies for the pantry, a total of over 1200 usable items.  

 

We also benefitted from the Yorktown Girls Lacrosse Team’s Hungry 

Hearts Food Drive.  

 

The Knights of Columbus at St. Patrick’s Church has also been a 

consistent donor.  

 

In February we once again held the annual Souper Bowl of Caring 

campaign. In addition to cans collected, we received nearly $150 in 

monetary donations. 

 

40 Cans for Lent invites us to donate 40 cans to the pantry over the 

40 days of Lent and to do eight weekly practices that raise our 

awareness of the lives of those experiencing food insecurity. This 

pilgrimage isn’t simply about giving food. It’s also helping us see people 

around us in new ways and the challenges of a food-insecure life. Let’s 

walk in the wilderness with those experiencing food insecurity and 

supply our pantry for its ministry… You can read more here: https://

fpcyorktown.org/category/40-cans-for-lent/ 

 

If you would like to make a food donation, please note: 

•Non-Perishable FOOD Only 

•NO Food with expired dates on the packages. 

•Donate the quality of food you would serve to your own family.  

•Online contributions to the Food Pantry are also most welcome 

 

Please reach out to Liam McAuliffe if you have concerns or questions 

about the Pantry.  
 

Item-of-the-Month:  

Canned Vegetables 
 

 

The majority of the food we offer at our Pantry comes to us from Feeding 

Westchester. Some items we like to distribute are in short supply. Your 

contribution of the item-of-the-month can help fill the gap! 
 

Next Pantry Dates:  

 

March 13 & 27 

8 to 11am   

 

 
Coming up in April 2021, the FPCY Pantry will receive a $1 donation from 

each purchase of the $2.50 reusable Community Bag at the Stop & Shop 

store located at 1831 East Main Street, Peekskill NY.  

https://fpcyorktown.org/category/40-cans-for-lent/
https://fpcyorktown.org/category/40-cans-for-lent/
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Deacons & Mission 
 

The FPCY Mental Health Initiative was formed for the purpose of assessing the needs  

of our congregation as it relates to mental health concerns and discussing ways to build a 

foundation of spiritual support to promote healing and well-being. There are currently 14 

members of the Mental Health Team with more volunteers joining almost weekly. The  

team is co-chaired by Sue Caruso and Eric Kreuter. The initiative is a joint effort between 

our Deacons and Mission Commission members. The team met for the first time in June   

of 2020 with an initial objective of educating ourselves. We accomplished this through   

participation in various trainings, virtual attendance at a national conference (Pathways to 

Hope – building partnerships between mental health care and faith communities to  

eliminate stigma  and provide hope), discussions with Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA) 

and local mental health organizations. We then applied for and received a grant from the 

PCUSA Office of Mental Health Ministry. These funds were initially used for the develop-

ment (and analysis) of a Mental Health survey. In addition, these funds will allow for training 

programs to those congregation members interested in understanding and developing skills 

to walk side by side with those who grapple with mental health challenges.  

 

The Mental Health Survey was sent to the congregation via e-mail or by special arrangement for those without computers in the middle of 

February. If you haven’t yet completed it, please do so. Submissions are anonymous and are sent to Pathways who will create a data report 

and work with us in crafting our ministry. Your input will help us determine the areas of specific need in our church, so that we can design a 

targeted ministry and spend our grant money wisely for training and any needed resources.  

 

At our annual meeting, we learned of the valuable insights gained through the CAT Scan survey that our congregation took last year, such as 

being a Magi church -- and these insights are now being used in myriad ways to guide our way forward. We expect to gain similarly important 

insights about ourselves through the Mental Health Survey, which you can take online or on paper.  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Mental_Health_Assessment_Survey 

 

It's only a dozen questions and takes only about 10 minutes. Here are some helpful tips about taking the survey online: 

 Deadline for submission is March 15, 2021 

 Please be sure to answer all the questions. 

 Question 12 will prompt you to click the Finish button and NEXT. Once you have done this the last screen will show a green check 

mark indicating completion of our survey. You will then be asked to take a separate survey specific to Survey Monkey. There is no 

need to complete their survey, you can close your browser at this point. 

 

If you have not received the survey link in an email or have not been contacted about receiving a hard copy of the survey, please contact Lisa 

at the office. (914) 245-2186 ext 1. 

 

From a survey participant: "I’ve always known that I’ve had some of these issues in my life. They have occurred in small bits building up throughout time. 

It wasn’t until taking the survey and seeing it listed all on one page that I have realized how prominent they are and how my entire life has been molded 

by them. Definitely an eye opener and hopefully will help me be more aware going forward. Thank you for this.” 

 

In addition to creating this survey we have made several presentations to groups such as the Hudson River Presbytery, local Inter-faith clergy, 

Alliance for Safe Kids and the local chapter of National Association for Mental Illness (“NAMI”). These initial conversations have already 

proved fruitful as we have received multiple resources that we can make available to those in need. The team’s objective is to develop a  

library of local organizations and individuals dedicated to providing professional care for anyone interested in reaching out for additional  

mental health care. 

 

Our over-arching objective is to increase awareness of mental health concerns and increase our comfort level of being a compassionate  

companion to those suffering. We already reach out and embrace our neighbors and church family in so many ways. Join us as we continue  

to listen and learn ways to engage those who are struggling with mental health challenges.  

 

Please join us in prayer that we take each step in this process wisely and that we are blessed with new knowledge and new partners to  

continue our resolve to be a church within a community. 

 

Let us pray: 

Caring and loving Lord, today we pray for those who are dealing with sadness, uncertainty and turmoil of mental health challenges, and for 

those family and friends who are relied upon for their compassion and care. We pray for your wisdom to foster comfort to all affected with 

dignity, peace and understanding.  

 

Sue Caruso, Mental Health Initiative Co-Chair 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Mental_Health_Assessment_Survey
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According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), about half of us will experience a diagnosable mental health condition at some point 

in life. In the extraordinary circumstances of a global pandemic, we are coping with prolonged stress, profound losses, and trauma. As has 

been observed for past epidemics, this creates a wave of mental health impacts. 

 

Some of the many people on the emotional front lines of COVID-19 include: 

 Front-line health workers, first responders, caregivers and other essential workers. 

 People who become severely ill and their loved ones. 

 Loved ones separated during quarantine, hospitalization, and at the end of life. 

 People most at risk of serious illness or death from COVID-19. 

 People who lose livelihoods, lack healthcare access, risk losing homes, are food insecure. 

 People with limited access to social connection and support. 

 Children at home with parents unable to meet their needs. 

 Parents juggling jobs with childcare and home-schooling. 

 Couples whose relationships are strained by the added stress. 

  

The Presbyterian Mission Agency provides a list of Mental Health resources to help cope with the emotional impact of the pandemic and to 

support our resilience. https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/mental-health-ministry/covid-19-

mental-health-resources/ 
 

 

Remember the Church Library? 
 

It’s been a long exile from our usual church activities, but I hope we’ll be able to meet in 

person soon. Meanwhile, the church library resources are available to you. Here’s how: 

 

Search the library’s collection: 

 All the materials in the library are listed on the church website.   

 From the church’s web site (www.fpcyorktown.org) , click “Connect with One 

Another,” then “Education,” then “Church Library.” 

 There are 3 files, in pdf format. Depending on the software you have for reading 

pdf files, you may be able to search each database by clicking the “Edit” command  

at the top left of the screen, then “Find” to search for words in the entry (or hold 

down the Alt key, press E then F). If your software doesn’t have a search capability, 

you will need to scroll through the screens. I suggest “Author” or “Title” as the 

easiest to search. 

 

Retrieve a book, DVD, etc. 

Contact Lisa in the Office (lisa@fpcyorktown.org) or me (cjcarol@gmail.com). We will get 

the item(s) for you to pick up in the church office. Lisa is usually there on Tuesdays and 

Fridays, but please contact her to make sure. There is no set loan period, but please return 

the item(s) to the office when you have finished with them. 

 

Some new books that are available (I’ll write reviews in future “Disciples”): 

 Fear+Less Dialogue, a New Movement for Justice, by Gregory C. Ellison II (305.8 E) 

 How to be an Antiracist, by Ibram X. Kendi (305.K) 

 Tears We Cannot Stop; a Sermon to White America, by Michael Eric Dyson (305.8 D) 

 The Color of Compromise; the Truth About the American Church’s Complicity in Racism, 

by Jemar Tisby (305.8 T) 

 Was America Founded as a Christian Nation?  A Historical Perspective, by John Fea 

(261.1 F) 

 

Carol Jensen 

Church Librarian 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/mental-health-ministry/covid-19-mental-health-resources/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/mental-health-ministry/covid-19-mental-health-resources/
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“Who Stole My Bible?” ---- The very name of the book intrigued us. Our Study 

Group spent several weeks reading, dissecting and analyzing this book by Rev. 

Jennifer Butler. Most of us had come to it feeling vaguely cheated by what we 

have considered a hijacking of a foundation of our faith and we wanted to  

understand how that had happened. How could we resist? The expanded title  
“--- Reclaiming Scripture as a Handbook for Resisting Tyranny” showed us that 

we could indeed resist. It gave us hope that there could be a do-over. Page after 

page the author describes our current world, its history, the development of the 

Christian faith and the importance of knowing the full text of our Bible. She 

guides us to reclaim our faith voices in resisting unjust laws that violate God’s 

command to love one another as we would love ourselves, 

 
In the conclusion, Jen Butler writes “Once we were a land with a great vision – a government for 

and by the people, driven by an ethic of treating all with human dignity. That vision was derailed 

from the start by America’s original sin of slavery. Movements rose up, and each time they made 

headway, but never fully prevailed in large part because even those freedom movements denied 

some their dignity while embracing others.” She goes on to quote John Lewis. “Democracy is not  

a state. It is an act, and each generation must do its part to help build what we call the Beloved 

Community, a nation and world society at peace with itself.” 

 
We hope that many more of you would read and be inspired by this book. It tells us that we can 

make a difference if for example we use our faith voices in writing and speaking out to uphold our 

Christian values.  

 ~Barbara Wilkens  

Lenten Studies and Small Groups 

 
Join us on a Lenten Pilgrimage — As we continue our journey into 2021 as a transformational magi 

congregation, our Lenten theme will be Wandering for the Love of God: A Lenten Pilgrim-

age of Faith. To guide us in our worship and study, we will be using the book The Soul of a Pilgrim: 

Eight Practices for the Journey Within by Christine Valters Paintner, which invites us on “an inner 

journey to discover the heart of God.” In addition to guiding our worship on Sunday mornings 

starting February 14, we will be gathering online to discuss the readings and our experiences with 

the eight practices. Groups include Sunday mornings at 8:45am, Sundays at noon, Sundays at 7pm, 

and Wednesdays at 7pm. Contact Chip to receive the Zoom information for the groups. 

 
Tuesday mornings from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM EST we’ll be reading The Great Spiritual Migra-

tion: How the World’s Largest Religion is Seeking a Better Way to be Christian by Brian D. 

McLaren. Each week we’ll watch a short video and discuss one chapter of this ten-chapter book. 

 
Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM we are continuing our 12-week study of On Our Way, a book 

edited by Dorothy C. Bass and Susan R. Biehl. We’re watching a series of videos based on the 

book by the same name. 

 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held at 8:00 on Saturday, March 20, 2021. 

 

~Connie Knapp, for Faith 4 Life 
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Help Us Bring the Bible to Life 
 
When you read the Bible, do you "see" images? Do you "smell" the flowers? "Taste" the fruit? The Faith 

Formation Commission invites you to use your imagination and help us bring the Bible to life. Pick a 

Bible story or scripture passage that speaks to you. Stay tuned for a list of Bible stories and themes to 

spark your creativity. You provide your imagination and paint, draw, sculpt, photograph, quilt, dance, 

write a poem, build a Lego model, etc. to illustrate the passage. Write a brief statement reflecting on 

how the passage spoke to you and what it was like to create  a piece of art about it. 

 
If you would like some help or support with your art project, we will connect you with a volunteer 

mentor artist from the congregation.  

 
We would like to display your creations at a community art show in Late Summer 2021. We encour-

age submissions by individuals, families, groups of friends, or even entire commissions! Questions? 

Contact Connie (connie.knapp@icloud.com) or 

Eric (erickreuter@aol.com).  

 

Meet a Mentor for Bringing the Bible to Life:  

Nancy Paskin  

 
Our congregation is blessed with many talented 

artists. Those of us who are working on Bringing 

the Bible to Life have invited some of them to serve as mentors for this project. Please consider con-

tacting a mentor with questions like, “How do I get started?” “I have no talent—how can I contribute?” 

and “Where can I buy fill-in-the-blank art supplies? 

 
I interviewed Nancy Paskin who has agreed to be a mentor. When I asked what medium she worked 

in, Nancy said “You name it, I’ve tried doing it.” She’s worked in stained glass, paper mâché, drawing, 

acrylic painting, mosaic tile, pottery, and fabric. Nancy has always been a crafts person. She likes the 

challenge of crafts. Nancy actually worked for 25 years at The Lighthouse for the Blind where she 

taught visually impaired people how to adapt whatever craft they were used to doing, so that they 

could keep doing it after they lost their vision. She’s taught at many places, including Hunter College, 

the University of Arkansas at Little Rock and Salus University in Pennsylvania.  

 
I also learned that Nancy worked with actors who needed to learn exactly how visually impaired peo-

ple move-she worked with Al Pacino on his role in The Scent of a Woman, for example. 

 
Nancy believes that anyone can be creative: “You have to be interested but you don’t necessarily need 

to have a lot of talent.” 

 
Find something you are interested in “bringing to life.” It could be a fruit, vegetable, tree, or familiar 

Bible story. You could do this by drawing, sewing, painting. Ask Nancy-she’ll help you find a way!  

 

Submitted by Connie Knapp  
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Sunday School 
 

If your child hasn't yet tried Sunday School this 

year, it's never too late to join in! Our teachers 

would love to welcome your child or children into 

our Sunday morning exploration of God's love for 

all of us! 
 

All of our classes are meeting online via Zoom 

this school year. Our Pre-K through 4th graders 

meet at 9:15 on Sunday mornings, before the 10 

am Worship service. Our 5th - 9th graders meet 

after the service at 11:15 am. 
 

To register your child(ren) PreK - Grade 9 for Sunday School, click here: https://tinyurl.com/FPCY-

SundaySchool2020-21. After your information is received, a member of the Sunday School staff will 

reach out to you to provide the links for signing in for your child's class via Zoom and make sure 

they have the necessary materials (Bibles, workbooks, etc) for their particular class. 

  

If you have any questions whatsoever, please feel free to reach out to Bridget Bentley or Kristy 

Berlin, Sunday School Co-Superintendents, or Steph Hare, Director of Youth Ministries. 

 

Our children and teachers from Pre-K—4th grade are enjoying the new 

Shine curriculum. The kids engage with the stories and look forward to 

connecting with their friends each week. There are opportunities to 

share joys and concerns, sing along to the Doxology, pass the peace, and 

receive a blessing at the end of every class. Families are encouraged to 

help their children complete activities that tie in to each weekly lesson.  
 

Our 5th and 6th graders in the Connect class have been 

Zooming in faithfully every Sunday. They have learned 

stories from the Old Testament that began with Genesis 

and the Creation story, to the covenant God made with 

us. Their teachers are proud of their commitment and 

active engagement with the lessons and discussions.  
 

The FaithX class of 7th, 8th and 9th graders continues to 

explore the books of the Old Testament in their study of 

the Bible. The students come to class prepared with their 

Echo the Story Sketch Journals to help them connect with 

the texts.  

 

We give thanks to our teachers for their flexibility in adapting to this new way of delivering in-

struction, and to our families for their commitment to helping our kids stay connected.  

 

https://tinyurl.com/FPCY-SundaySchool2020-21
https://tinyurl.com/FPCY-SundaySchool2020-21
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Youth Group Happenings 
 

Hey Everyone! Join us for these upcoming online Youth Gatherings: 

  

Middle School Youth are Zooming on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 

month from 7 – 8 pm. Our upcoming dates are: March 10 & 24; April 14    

& 28 

  

In February, our older Youth embarked on a new series of conversations 

about different issues of justice and faith called "THIS and Faith". How does 

our faith tell us and challenge us to deal with issues like racism, poverty, 

homophobia, the environment, among so many others? Each meeting of 

THIS and Faith, we'll take one of these big issues and, with some help from 

the awesome folks at Youth Mission Co, talk about why it's important that 

we take on these problems and how communities of faith around the coun-

try are working to be part of the solutions. 

  

We meet on Sundays from 7 to 8:30 pm. And while we are dealing with 

some heavy stuff, we're doing it in community with each other. When we 

gather together and share burdens together, we learn from each other and 

lighten the load for everyone. So join us! Our series continues on March 7 

& 21; April 11 & 25. 

  

Reminders and Zoom links are sent out via email for all our groups and text 

message for our older youth; if you need to update your contact info, let 

Steph know: 914-826-1227 (cell) or stephanie@fpcyorktown.org 

Save the Dates 

 

Middle School 
 

March 10 & 24 

April 14 & 28 

7 – 8 pm  

 

High School 
 

March 7 & 21 

April 11 & 25 

7 – 8:30 pm 

mailto:stephanie@fpcyorktown.org
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As you know, FPCY is the recipient of a $50,000 Clergy Renewal Program Grant from the Lilly Foundation which includes a 4-month 

sabbatical for our Co-Pastor Chip Low, as well as sabbatical opportunities for the congregation. Applying for this grant involved complet-

ing a lengthy proposal – many thanks to elders Beth Gruber and Eric Kreuter and to Co-Pastor Tami Seidel for helping Chip with the 

application! In addition to a lot of basic information, we had to write a lengthy narrative description and rationale. Over the coming 

months, we would like to share parts of the proposal with you as a way of inviting the congregation to enter into this sabbatical time 

more fully and intentionally. 

 

Question 1.  Begin with a summary statement describing the overall character  

  and purpose of the renewal program you are proposing. 
 

“Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage” (Psalm 84:5). 

 

 

Our renewal program will explore the theme of Living at a Pilgrim’s 

Pace and is designed around two key elements, pace and direction. 

We at FPCY are very aware that the pace of Rev. Chip Low’s life 

and ministry has been too fast and too intense for too long. We also 

are seeking to slow the collective pace of our ministry and to renew 

and deepen our commitment to our mission statement: 

“Connecting with God, One Another, and the World.” Living at a 

pilgrim’s pace for an extended period of time will allow Chip to 

engage in spiritual practices that are better explored when life is 

slower and more open to new depths and directions. Thus, during 

his pilgrimage, Chip will travel in the four cardinal directions to ex-

perience renewal with God, his spouse, his family and friends. Dur-

ing his absence and upon his return, we also will explore and engage 

in spiritual practices designed to slow our pace and encourage re-

flection. We believe that the pace and direction of this pilgrimage 

will open up new ways for Chip and us to strengthen our awareness 

of God among us and to discern where God is leading us next in 

our ministry. 

Page 12 
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Question 2. Provide a clearly articulated rationale for engaging in the clergy renewal program. In doing so, please give careful 

thought to the connection between the purpose, the proposed activities and your rationale. Programs that are coherent, well-

integrated and possess a degree of thematic unity often are the most compelling. Also, include a discussion about why this is an 

appropriate time for the pastor and congregation to participate. 
 

Living at a Pilgrim’s Pace will provide all of us with an intentional time to slow down and rest in ways that build on Chip’s ever-growing 

interest in pilgrimage. Our renewal program takes seriously that the pace of faith and life with God needs time. As one church member 

remarked in a men’s Bible study Chip led on pilgrimage, “The pace of the Bible is much slower than the pace of our normal lives. It 

seems to take time and a long journey to own and integrate faith.” This is the pil-

grim’s pace we want to encourage for Chip and our church. 
 

In recent years, much of our identity as a congregation has centered around  

doing good works and striving to be proper servants of Jesus Christ. As a result, 

although the impact on our community has been significant, we find ourselves with 

little time for reflection. In 2019, when Chip returned from walking a portion of 

the Camino Frances and began preaching about the need for a slower, more  

contemplative pace, we were intrigued. It became clear that Chip had gained a  

new metaphor for life, faith, and ministry with the potential to transform our  

congregation, and it became clear to us that he needed time away to bring that 

metaphor to full realization.  
 

In nearly 20 years of ordained ministry, Chip has not had a sabbatical. This renewal 

program will provide abundant opportunities for Chip to slow his pace, to recon-

nect with God, himself, and others and to learn new practices of mindfulness,  

contemplation and communion with God and others. At retreats throughout  

the Northeast, Chip will begin to turn away from the busyness of our world and 

inward to reconnect with himself and God. In some of our most beautiful national 

parks, he will renew his bond with his family in surroundings that provide a  

powerful reminder of God’s presence. At the Iona Community and along the West 

Highland Way in Scotland, Chip will experience communal life and pilgrimage with his wife and co-pastor in a spirit of renewed  

commitment to the future together and with our congregation. Finally, Chip will travel west to visit with long-time friends and spiritual 

companions, allowing him to reflect on his journey and contemplate his reintegration into life with renewed faith and peace. We want 

Chip to be renewed in God’s love for him and his love for God, as well as the love of his family, his friends and his congregation. We 

hope, pray, and believe that Chip will find the renewal he seeks as he travels with the One whom Kosuke Koyama calls the “Three 

Mile an Hour God.” 
 

At the same time, our congregation is also in need of a time for rest and renewal. In the last 5 years in particular, we have had several 

significant staff transitions, some difficult decisions regarding longstanding programs, a capital campaign and construction projects, all  

of which resulted in an intense, fast-paced chapter of ministry that was ever-changing, capacity-building, stressful, joyful, uncertain,  

and successful in many ways. When the coronavirus pandemic struck, we immediately began livestreaming all worship services, while 

maintaining our regular schedule of committee meetings and Bible studies, adding new virtual gatherings for congregational connection, 

and exploring how we build a sustainable ministry moving forward that is both online and in-person – all during this time of high  

anxiety, isolation, and required physical distancing. This seismic shift didn’t just happen. Ten years of ministry together with Chip has 

helped the church be prepared for a time like we are living in right now. The 

church was able to pivot remarkably smoothly as a result of the previous years of 

growth and transition which built the foundation for new ministry and encouraged 

the gifts and skills of the church membership along the way. While Chip has  

helped us navigate through this challenging time with his visionary leadership and   

a discerning pastoral heart and mind, it does not serve him or the church well to 

continue at this present pace. 
 

As we participate in our own time of renewal, our congregation will engage in 

practices such as centering prayer, walking our labyrinth, creative worship services 

and retreats, educational programs, and a congregational pilgrimage with a  

renewed sense of ourselves as pilgrims growing in faith together. Living these  

practices in the context of pilgrimage will renew our identity as a congregation on 

a journey of ministry and mission together with God. 
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Until we can open our building to small 

gatherings, Prayer Shawl Team  

continue to knit/crochet at home.  

Anyone who would like to join us in 

knitting is most welcome.  

 

If you need yarn or project guidance 

contact Marianna Sherman at 914-737-

8294 or Fran Schiel at 914-245-5396. 
 

Our Knitting Groups 

Salvation Army Noontime Meal — We continue to be thankful to 

partner with Nino's Pizza who is still making and delivering the lunch to the Salvation Army for us once a 

month. 

 
Jan Peek House — Thank you to the Girl Scouts from Somers and their leader Monica Duffy for preparing 

and delivering the meal to the Jan Peek clients in January, to Jen and Patrick Burns, Emily Monk and Ellen Miles 

for February and thanks in advance to Donna Giglio and Debbie Hager for March.  

 
If you would be interested in doing a meal we have June 26th, July 24th and August 28th open, so give me a call 

or email me at patprauda@gmail.com 

Please remember to bring 

your returnable bottles  

& cans to the church.  
They can be left by the 

back door near the food 

donations. 

 
All proceeds support our 

Mission Projects & Trips.  

Knit Togethers 

The Knit Togethers, while apart, are 

knitting lap blankets and baby blankets. 

Norean and her chauffeur, Chuck, 

have been busy delivering yarn and 

picking up finished items. They plan to 

deliver blankets to a local nursing 

home in March. Thanks to all knitters and please keep on knitting!  

 

For information: Norean Radke (962-4370 or radke30@msn.com) 

or Lois Ostling (962-2809) 

Monthly Men’s Breakfast 
Third Saturday of the Month 

 

  

 Join us for food,  

 fellowship & Faith 

 March 20 at 8:00am 
 

 

Feeding the Hungry During a Pandemic — 

continuing our monthly missions 

Attention BJ’s members:  

 

Another way to help our Pantry 

— when you’re done with your 

coupon books, please leave them 

in the mailbox by the outside 

office door so that we can clip and utilize BJ’s diaper 

coupons & more.  

 

Thank you!  

Thinking about becoming a member 

of FPCY? Classes will begin in April! 

mailto:patprauda@gmail.com
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2021 LEADERSHIP 

THE SESSION 

Clerk of Session: Christie Herman                           Moderators: Chip Low, Tami Seidel  

      

 Class of 2021  Class of 2022  Class of 2023 

S, WD   Jane Amato WD   Abby Cross P Alice Chin 

BF, P   Beth Gruber FF   Nicole DeCintio CO Bryan Ekelund 

OP   Matt Hager FF, WD   Lynn Edling CO Donna Gresh 

WD, N   Bill Herman M   Eric Kreuter S Jessica Mayes 

CL    Emily Monk OP   Ian Spence BF Fred Mintzer 

CO   Linda Swift CL   Bill Winsted WD Nathan Perry 

      

   Kate MacDonald    Benjamin Low   

      (09/01/20—08/31/21)       (09/01/21—08/31/22)   

   Benjamin Low    Spencer Brown   

      (09/01/20—08/31/21)       (09/01/21—08/31/22)   

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

THE BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Heidi Haring and Dana Mordue          Secretary:  Christine Lazarus 

      

 Class of 2021  Class of 2022  Class of 2023 

   Susanne Caruso    Diane Hawlk    Jennifer Burns 

   Wanda Diaz    Dana Mordue    Heidi Haring 

   Debra Farrell    Christine Lazarus    Brian Kelly 

   Martin Scatola    Nancy Paskin    Tim Rishel 

      

   Daniel Hager    Marina Wheeler   

      (09/01/20—08/31/21)       (09/01/21—08/31/22)   

   Marina Wheeler    Emma Placido   

      (09/01/19—08/31/21)       (09/01/21—08/31/22)   

BF = Budget & Finance 

CL = Congregational Life 

CO = Communications 

FF = Faith Formation 

M = Mission 

N = Nominating 

OP = Operations 

P = Personnel 

S = Stewardship 

WD = Worship Design 

COMMISSIONS & TEAMS 



sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

8:45am F4L Study 

9:15 & 11:15am Sunday School,  

10:00am Streaming Worship  

11:00am Virtual Coffee Hour  

1:30pm Youth Bells  

12 & 7:00pm F4L Study 

1 

 

 

 

2 

10:00am F4L Study 

 

7:30pm Session 

 

3 

10:30am Women’s  

             Circle 

7:00pm F4L Study 

4 

10:00am F4L Study  

 

7:00pm Adult Bells 

            MHI team 

8:00pm Choir 

5 6 

 

 

7  

8:45am F4L Study 

9:15 & 11:15am Sunday School,  

10:00am Streaming Worship  

11:00am Virtual Coffee Hour  

1:30pm Youth Bells  

12 & 7:00pm F4L Study 

    7pm  HS Youth 

8 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

10:00am F4L Study 

 

7:30pm Worship  

   Design Meeting 

10 

 

 

 

7:00pm F4L Study 

    MS Youth Group 

11 

 

10:00am F4L Study  

 

7:00pm Adult Bells 

8:00pm Choir 

12 

 

3:00pm Food 

Pantry Set-Up 

13 

 

8am Food Pantry 

 

Set clocks forward one 

hour tonight before bed! 

14 Daylight Saving Time Begins 

8:45am F4L Study 

9:15 & 11:15am Sunday School,  

10:00am Streaming Worship  

11:00am Virtual Coffee Hour 

1:30pm Youth Bells  

12& 7:00pm F4L Study 

15  

 

16 

10:00am F4L Study 

 

 

7:30pm Mission,  

        Operations     

        & Stewardship  

17 

 

12pm Lunch Bunch 

 

 

7:00pm F4L Study  

18 

10:00am F4L Study  

 

7:00pm Adult Bells 

8:00pm Choir 

19 

 

 

20 

 

8:00am Men’s Breakfast 

 

 

21  8:45am F4L Study 

9:15 & 11:15am Sunday School,  

10:00am Streaming Worship  

11:00am Virtual Coffee Hour 

              Deacons  

1:30pm Youth Bells  

12& 7:00pm F4L Study 

      7pm HS Youth 

22 

 

 

23 

10:00am F4L Study 

 

 

7:30pm  

  Faith Formation   

  Communications 

24 

 

 

 

7:00pm F4L Study 

    MS Youth Group 

25 

10:00am F4L Study 

 

7:00pm Adult Bells 

7:30pm Personnel 

8:00pm Choir 

26 

 

3:00pm Food 

Pantry Set-Up 

27 

8am Food Pantry 

1-4pm Holy Week  

   Worship Pack Pick Up 

6pm  

Jan Peek Meal Served 

28  8:45am F4L Study 

9:15 & 11:15am Sunday School,  

10:00am Streaming Worship  

11:00am Virtual Coffee Hour  

1:30pm Youth Bells  

12& 7:00pm F4L Study 

29 

 

30  

 

10:00am F4L Study 

 

 

31    

March 
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