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Invitation to Farmers to Explore an Alternative Revenue Stream
Opportunity
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ACRE (Alternative Crops and Renewable Energy) Delmarva has been awarded a grant through
the US Department of Agriculture to test the efficacy of adding plant material to an anaerobic
digestion (AD) process. The team is looking for farmers who are willing to grow specific crops
for harvest and participate in the trial process.

Participating farmers will be compensated as follows:

e for signing a contract to join the project ($5000 annual stipend),
e to provide data (20 randomly selected survey participants $100),
e for cover crop planting and harvest ($150 per acre),

e for switchgrass planting and harvest (5400 per acre),

e to add poultry litter soil amendment ($20 per acre),

e to add Element Soil™ soil amendment ($30 per acre).

We are particularly interested in finding farmers who would be willing to plant and harvest
perennial switchgrass. The scientists on the team will be studying the effects of adding
switchgrass to the AD process and measuring various impacts on climate effects. From the
farmer’s perspective, participation might result in a climate smart alternative revenue
stream, very possibly from marginal land. We are interested in production on as little as one
acre, but up to as much as five acres.

In addition to the switchgrass component of the project, we will be looking for farmers who
would be willing to harvest some of their cover crops to serve as biogas feedstock. Since the
State Cover Crop Program requires that the crop remain in the field, the grant will
compensate farmers for that lost revenue.

The list of compensation above shows that different kinds of participation lead to different
payments. We are interested in discussing options with any farmer who might be interested
in exploring those options. Our overall goal is to assess the potential for the development of
an additional crop that adds value to the farming operation.

Learn More Apply
www.acredelmarva.org Please scan the QR code
+1-414-430-4254 to complete the interest
acredelmarva@gmail.com form to be considered for

the project.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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