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Nehorai, who was ejected from every educational setting, came to Branco Weiss High School 
independently. The High school principal Dudu Moati, who saw Nehorai realized that here was 
a student who wanted to seriously learn. Dudu did not hesitate to accept Nehorai and told him 
that he was welcome to come to study with them. However, as he had not studied in an 
educational setting for over 2 years, and even though he is already 17, he will have to drop 
down a grade and start over in Grade 10. Nehorai agreed straight away and at the beginning 
of the school year he began school at Branco Weiss in the 10th grade. Nehorai has caught up 
with his studies and now gets high grades in class. He has not regretted this decision.  Nehorai 
decided to take himself in hand in France as he realized that his behavior and his troublesome 
friends would get him nowhere in life. He wanted to move forward in life. His parents helped 
him push himself, however Nehorai, himself, decided to take his life seriously. 

School was a little difficult at first as the class did not understand why he was in a lower class. 
They recognized that he was mature and they have come to accept and appreciate him. His 
teacher, Ziona, was very proactive and told him that she believed in him. He acknowledges 
that his high grades are due to her teaching and faith in him. 

Nehorai has been able to obtain a driver’s license and has bought his first motorcycle. He also 
began working as he was looking for more structure.  As far as military service is concerned, 
he is unsure regarding his military future. While in his original school he was without direction 
and scored low on pre-military tests. Nehorai is not ready to be recruited into a position in the 
army such as a cook as he is aware there is much more he can do. Nehorai has learned to 
appreciate himself and developed self esteem. He now wishes to be drafted into something 
worthwhile, maybe to learn a life profession. 

At the Youth Educational Program of the IAF Center, he could not believe that the Air Force 
welcomed him in such a wonderful way and gave him the feeling of a real home. 

The phenomenal experience on the F-16 flight simulator was fun and informative. The lecture 
experience on how to conduct, speak and sit at an interview through theatrical means with two 
actors was extremely helpful, as well as his meeting with Hagar Finer, the Israel Boxing 
Champion who understood his difficulties.   

However, he was most impressed with the first conversation he had with the Brig. General 
from the Israel Air Force. Nehorai approached him and conveyed his personal situation.  The 
Air Force General explained to Nehorai that he should not give up and that he should fight for 
what he wants. He said to Nehorai that he could achieve anything he wanted and not to let 
anyone stop him. Nehorai said, "He really helped me, empowered me and led me to believe in 
my own success." 

 


