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Archepiscopal Encyclical for the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
The Feast of the Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-giving Cross

September 14, 2025

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, Monks and
Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox
Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Xaipe, Kprrod dixaiov pavépwaoig.... (Axabierog tod Tiuiov Lravpod, N)
Hail, Manifestation of the Righteous Judge.... (Akathist of the Holy Cross, N)

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Today, we hail the Precious and Life-giving Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In many of
our parishes, the Akathist to the Holy Cross is chanted in overflowing praise. Like so many of our
magnificent liturgical texts, this Akathist contains glimpses and glimmers of the mystery of our salvation
in Christ, which illumine our spiritual path and teach us the deep things of God.

It is not without purpose that our Theological School is named “Holy Cross,” because the Cross of
our Lord is one of the greatest teachers in the two thousand years of the Church. We have amazing and
erudite Saints, like Basil and the Gregorys, whose writings endure through the ages, and who are studied
intently at our Theological School. But the Holy Cross of our Lord teaches wordlessly. It teaches by
example, and by sheer manifestation. Therefore, when we chant, “Hail, Manifestation of the Righteous
Judge,” we come to the realization that the Lord, hanging upon the Cross, is being revealed to us as the
Righteous Judge.

Let us all pause for a moment and consider the only truly innocent human being, put to death for
the sake of every other human being. It is an unfeigned “sign of contradiction,” as the Prophet Simeon the
Elder said (Luke 2:34). For from the Cross, the Lord delivers no judgment of anyone — not his crucifiers,
nor the ones who clamored for His destruction, nor those who ridiculed Him in His agony. The Lord, the
Judge of the Universe, judged no one; rather, He gave His life for the life of the world with forgiveness.



Such is the lesson for each of us, then, as we praise the Holy Cross. To forgive, rather than condemn.
To love, rather than despise. These are the lessons that are at the core of our training of the good people
studying at our beloved Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. Today, on
their Feastday, let us remember this vital Institution of our Church and support its mission, as we apply
ourselves to the lesson of the Cross, the greatest teacher of our souls.

With paternal love in Christ,
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+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

ApOp. INowr.: 423/2025

Agyxtemokomikn EykUkALog yia v é00tn

TG VPWOEWGS TOV TIHIOV Kal Cwomolov Etavov.

14 YentepPotov 2025

[Iooc 1tovg Xefacpwtatovg  kalt OeopuUrleotatovg  AQXLeQels, TOLG
EvAapeotdtovg Tepeilc kat Alaxdvoug, tic IloeoPutépes kat tic Atakdviooes, tovg
Movayxovg kat tic Movayéc, toug Ilpoédpovg kat ta MéAn twv Kowotikwv
ZoppovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoyuwtatovg Agxovteg tov Oucovpevucov Iatowxpxeiov,
@ péAN e Hyeolag twv 100, ta Huegnowx kai Amoyevpativa LxoAeia, Tig
dronttwxovg AdeAgpotnteg, ) NeoAaia, tic EAANvVopBodoles Opyavawoels kat
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«Xaipe, Kpitov dixaiov pavépwaoig...»

Xaupetiopoi i Tov Tipov Etavpov. 11° Oixog).

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

INpeoa VPVOLHE KAl TIHOVHE TOV Tl katl CwoToto Lraveo tov Kvplov kat
Lwtneog Nuav ITnoov Xptotov. L& kAmoLeg €vopleg pag PaAAovtatl kat ol XaQeTiopot
noog tov Tiuo Zravpo. Avtoc elvar évag Vuvog mAneng dofoAoyiag xatl
eVyvwpoovvng! ‘Onwg kat dAAAa Aettovgyka kelpeva, 0 DHVOS avTOg AVADELKVVEL TO
HLOTNELO TN¢ 0WTNElAg, PWTILOVTAC TNV TIVEVHATIKT] HAS TIOQEIX KAl EEEQELVWVTAS

ta BaOn tov O¢cov.



Agv etvattuxaio 0tL1) OeoAoyikr) LXoAT) pag @épel 1o ovopa «Tipog Ztavgoc»!
Aot 6 Ztavpog tov Kuplov amoteAet Evav amo tovg peyaAvtepoug ddaoKAAOUS TG
ExxAnolag péoa ot dvo XAddeg xoovia ¢ otogiag tne. 'Exovpe cogovg katl
EUTVELOUEVOUG aylovg maTéRes, OTwe 6 Méyag BaoiAetog kat ot dvo I'enyodotoy, twv
OTIOlWV TA CLYYQAUUATA HEAET@VTAL Kal AElomolovvTal MAN)EwS ot LX0AT pac. O
ZtavQog, OHwG, dIOAOKEL XWEIS A0yl DIOAOKEL UE TNV D TNV TaQovoia ToL KAl e
Vv £vdo&én pavépwot) tov. 'Etol, 6tav PpaAdovpe «Xaipe, Kottov dikatov gavéowots»,
avtidappavopaote 6t 6 Koglog émi tov Ltavgov avegwvetat ws 0 Atkatog Koutrc.

Ac¢ otaBovue Atyo va 10 cvAAoylotovpe. O povog aAndiva abwog vmopépet
tov Oavato, mapéxovtag M cwtneia o& Aovg tovg dvOpwnovs. ‘Oviwg, «onuelov
AVTIAeYOUEVOV», OMws TEo@nTevoe 0 Oeoddxog Luvpewv (Aovk. ', 34). Eni tov
Ztavov 0 XQLoTog 0&V KQlvel Kavévav: oUTE TOUG OTAVEWTEG TOV, OUTE EKELVOLS IOV
émediwEav 10 Oavatd Tov, ovte 6oovg xAevalav to tdBog tov. O Koplog, wg 0 koutng
TG OLKOVHEVTG, OeV KaTedikaoe aAAx Eoo@eQe 1) Cwn) TOv, «UTEQY TNG TOL KOOHOU
CwMG», VY XWEWVTAG [LE ATIELQT AYATT).

AVT0 elvatl 0 padnua Tov Ltaveov kal yux pac. Na ovyxwovpe, avtl va
katadwalovpe. NX Ayamovpe, Avil va HLOOVUHE. AUTEC elval Kal Ol AQXES TOU
ATIOTEAOLV TO OeEALO TNG HOQPWOEWS KAl TNG dAKOVIAG TWV OTIOLdACTWY HAG OTO
‘EAAN Vo KoAA€yo kai 1) @goAoykt) LxoAn tov Tipiov Ztavgov. Lijpega, Héoa g
£0QTTG TOVG, &G HVTHOVEVOOLUE aLTO TO CwTiko Kabdovpa g ExkAnoiag pac. Ag
vrootneiéovpe pe k&dBe dLVATO TEOTIO TNV ATTOOTOAT TOV, KAl &S EPAQUOCOVUE Kal
EUELS TNV OaXT) TOU HeYIOTOL TAAYWYOL TV PLXWV HAG, TOU TIHUIOL kKal LwOoTolov
Ytovov.

Metax matowng £v XoLot@ ayanng,
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