
Beloved siblings in the Diocese of North Carolina,

As with any election, some of us today may feel relieved and some of us may be grieving. We
know that our nation is deeply divided on many issues. As disciples and followers of Jesus, we
all have a crucial role to play in the healing of our nation. There are many shared values that
remain clear and will serve us well in the weeks and months ahead.

First, our hope is in God, not in any political leader or political party. Second, when a nation is as
divided as ours is right now, the need for prayer for one another is paramount. Third,
compassion for those who are vulnerable means that “winners” need to turn their hearts and
attention to those who are disappointed, dismayed and even disillusioned or frightened by the
election results.

Jesus models, again and again, that even when we disagree, showing our love to and for
another person is the foundation of what it means to respect the dignity of every human being.
We need only to read our baptismal covenant to remind ourselves of our pledge to do that.

We hold fast to the core value that every person is a beloved child of God, no matter what their
political persuasion, their party loyalty, who they voted for, or their deeply held political ideology
or identity. We are each made in God’s image, and we all belong to one another. Therefore, in
our interactions with others, let our focus be on the person before us, not on the label or larger
collective or affiliation with which they may be associated.

As Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe stated today, “We are Christians who support the dignity,
safety and equality of women and LGBTQ+ people as an expression of our faith. We also pray
that President Donald Trump and his administration will do the same.”

With him, we urge President Trump and members of Congress to exercise compassion toward
the immigrants, asylum seekers and refugees we serve and to know that, at every turn, we will
stand for the dignity and human rights of all of God’s people.

Our mission, as the church, remains unchanged. We are here to build beloved community, to
build up one another in love, to speak out against hateful and violent rhetoric and action, to
stand in solidarity with the most vulnerable, especially those who are being targeted or
dehumanized by careless and hateful words or actions. In the end, the mission of the church is
to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.

Today, and in the days ahead, let us continue to bear witness to the promise of Jesus: that we
are each made in God’s image, and that we do all belong to one another.

Faithfully,

Bishop Sam Rodman
Bishop Jennifer Brooke-Davidson



Ongoing Hurricane Relief

We continue to update our hurricane relief resource page with the latest information shared
with us. On it, you'll find information on status, updates, links, needs, donation suggestions,
volunteer opportunities and more.
The greatest needs at this time continue to be prayer and financial support. If you are in a
position to give, we offer these for consideration:

● Diocese of Western NC: Select "Partners in Mission" from the drop-down
menu, and add "Hurricane Helene" in the memo box.

● Episcopal Relief & Development
● American Red Cross

As we have shared from the start, there are a multitude of ways both individuals and
churches can help. What’s most helpful is to respond to the needs as requested by those
on the ground in affected areas, and to use the distribution channels being organized or
already in place. Thank you for all you are doing to assist with our ongoing efforts.

Sacred Ground Regional Gathering

https://hrflu7cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00153EtXHht6ZIBKNMkBiK0kZoMfqD4t0FhrKmjB_lASLUnZ4E3R7rrdGOJqCExLHFtV6-Qv0NAS5EeIR_eu2I4iBsCdgaoyeuD7e3g-55chsZVC-GibjCO1hE0W0r92nkQY0iXRHZns3DEmW5iM8IjH4pFdoXijTSCEUQQAtouoKP6eL1yCpbdPZRgYKTHrCoJKgH3pbXhfK492o4f8roQ6uvQsBx8t9tB9fLcO53Pa7Y=&c=b8wYjTQLrf-05hh5BpAtszDMy2iDtMYDnbvWyB_AVd3V-RP0h8hhMA==&ch=csc1yJsWPN7pZPlU9eSL3uifC4nGUoG-2hRRSntcubDMlP9TVIKslg==
https://hrflu7cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00153EtXHht6ZIBKNMkBiK0kZoMfqD4t0FhrKmjB_lASLUnZ4E3R7rrdCggnyH9oKWbRo5hyMWczEQ-XYu2mdODTCTti1JIxIyoBkqhnpv12KNzj1nbvH28Z69mXwCH-Qc7EiGvbrL4cIqCbMYzvRFKMPCDNkqcgtWuZPTLVhE3lMDDoQk-LBJ6Dwczl-UrG2361i4Yrvg5GhRfA-rFwMCIVg==&c=b8wYjTQLrf-05hh5BpAtszDMy2iDtMYDnbvWyB_AVd3V-RP0h8hhMA==&ch=csc1yJsWPN7pZPlU9eSL3uifC4nGUoG-2hRRSntcubDMlP9TVIKslg==
https://hrflu7cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00153EtXHht6ZIBKNMkBiK0kZoMfqD4t0FhrKmjB_lASLUnZ4E3R7rrdGOJqCExLHFtN6PeNguYi93pUmC6rIOrarTWSezW1gltSd431aZWi60QJnn7Lq2EuNjP9UoRVAFvm2DN1VDXP6kOsXr1ASWTPXrJUC02I7HkdViN5fLOSww=&c=b8wYjTQLrf-05hh5BpAtszDMy2iDtMYDnbvWyB_AVd3V-RP0h8hhMA==&ch=csc1yJsWPN7pZPlU9eSL3uifC4nGUoG-2hRRSntcubDMlP9TVIKslg==
https://hrflu7cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00153EtXHht6ZIBKNMkBiK0kZoMfqD4t0FhrKmjB_lASLUnZ4E3R7rrdGOJqCExLHFtKqkqEBny2s5tXDkYnS9g4nsiG_OSaSSgtwHiehaB1klWH7uhA250N7Dp-VQZhmWWoXG-MRXgCufXxGyoYCRpwB8dDroK1IdT348yDHUoxJvahuMBe8S-PRrkkuyUEvwWcLwS4_0vqKE=&c=b8wYjTQLrf-05hh5BpAtszDMy2iDtMYDnbvWyB_AVd3V-RP0h8hhMA==&ch=csc1yJsWPN7pZPlU9eSL3uifC4nGUoG-2hRRSntcubDMlP9TVIKslg==


As Sacred Ground, The Episcopal Church's 11-part, film- and
readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in faith, celebrates
its fifth anniversary, regional gatherings are happening to mark this
notable event. Whether you’ve participated in Sacred Ground and are
ready for more, or you’re interested in exploring Sacred Ground for the
first time, please join the national Sacred Ground staff and local Sacred
Ground leaders for a regional gathering.
Regional Gathering: November 9, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. | St. Philip's,

Durham

Over the course of this special day, you will have the opportunity to:
● Connect with others involved in Sacred Ground in your

area
● Worship together as a Sacred Ground community
● Hear inspiring Sacred Ground stories from across the

region
● Meet the national Sacred Ground leadership team
● Participate in breakout workshops on topics including

taking action after Sacred Ground, adapting Sacred
Ground to your local context, and best practices for
Sacred Ground facilitation.

This event is free; lunch and refreshments are included.

Register

Eucharist Together!, November 10, 10:30 a.m. | St. Titus', Durham

In a special addition to the regional gathering, St. Titus' is hosting a Eucharist on Sunday,
November 10. They share this invitation: "For those who are also available on Sunday,
please join us at St. Titus', a warm, welcoming community of folks who strive to follow
Jesus. Founded in 1885, we are proud of our roots as a historically Black congregation.
Today we are just as proud to be a diverse community where absolutely everyone is
welcome."
The sermon will be delivered by Rev. Miguel Bustos, The Episcopal Church’s manager for
Racial Reconciliation and Justice.

https://hrflu7cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00153EtXHht6ZIBKNMkBiK0kZoMfqD4t0FhrKmjB_lASLUnZ4E3R7rrdAUZGKBvXiKDQ0jra9ojJinIB5SgA26AkGBK6utthdR4SS1jFl34vTefcH_bA80WjNIJTBj1Ce2zr2oRA4Qmi_TAuzb1NYtnysZX7oJKosQ6RqwmYwh3pHEtmeWiqDQwOQ==&c=b8wYjTQLrf-05hh5BpAtszDMy2iDtMYDnbvWyB_AVd3V-RP0h8hhMA==&ch=csc1yJsWPN7pZPlU9eSL3uifC4nGUoG-2hRRSntcubDMlP9TVIKslg==
https://hrflu7cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00153EtXHht6ZIBKNMkBiK0kZoMfqD4t0FhrKmjB_lASLUnZ4E3R7rrdH02Mzc_gNUtFscsDkqB1HXKkXY4oIKLXJ0WTiI4WUIIofReZ6M7GVVMAfM-PR7lYWWmgtPdq_PF1gUD0OlXO1FqUMUYvONF_Cmx1WwXbcF1TZouZ-bOBM-NyEc6yTmoJOkxsIPEuZowbhMluEN8AK0=&c=b8wYjTQLrf-05hh5BpAtszDMy2iDtMYDnbvWyB_AVd3V-RP0h8hhMA==&ch=csc1yJsWPN7pZPlU9eSL3uifC4nGUoG-2hRRSntcubDMlP9TVIKslg==

