
 
 

 
 

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
 

DECEMBER 7, 2025  •  10:30 A.M. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

RITE II 



 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

VOLUNTARY                      Es ist das Heil uns kommen her          ​ Composer Unknown 
 
HYMN 616             "Hail to the Lord's Anointed"​ Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION​ The Book of Common Prayer, page 355 
 

Presider​ Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People ​ You come to your people and set them free. 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY​ 355 
Presider​ Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.  
 

People​ Amen. 
 

HYMN 444 (a paraphrase of Canticle 4)      "Blessed be the God of Israel"​ Thornbury 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH​  
 

Presider​ Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath. Each 
candle has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE. 

 

​ ​ ​ The candles are lit. 
 

Reader​ Colossians 3:15 – Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members 
of one body you were called to peace. 

 

Presider​ Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give us 
grace to seek peace in our lives, peace in this community and peace in the 
world. Through Jesus Christ, the prince of peace. 

People ​ Amen.                                                               written by The Rev. Matthew Kozlowski 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY​ 211 
 

Presider​ The Lord be with you. 
People ​​ And also with you. 
Presider​ Let us pray.           
 

A moment of silence is observed. 
 

Presider​ Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and 
forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

​ People ​Amen. 
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THE FIRST LESSON ​ Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Reader​ ​ A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his 
eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  5 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 
loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow 
and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on 
all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea.  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
 

Reader​ The Word of the Lord.  
People ​ Thanks be to God. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 

PSALM 72:1-8  (All sing. Congregation remains seated.)                                               Richmond 
  

1.   Send us, O God, the King whose reign 
​       Will make your justice known; 
​    Let him deal fairly with your land, 
​       The poor, and all your own. 
 

2.   Let every mountain, every hill, 
​       Bring righteousness and peace; 
​    Let him defend the needy poor, 
​       Make all oppression cease. 
 

3.   So long as sun and moon endure 
​       Let him, O LORD, remain; 
​    Let him come down as showers, LORD, 
​       And as refreshing rain. 
 

4.   Let peace and righteousness increase 
​       Till moons shall be no more, 
​    And let him have dominion, LORD, 
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​       And reign from shore to shore. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON ​ Romans 15:4-13 
 

Reader​ ​ A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 

4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.   5 May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, 
just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.   8 For I tell you that Christ has 
become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he 
might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among 
the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; 10 and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, 
with his people"; 11 and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples 
praise him"; 12 and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to 
rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." 13 May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Reader​ The Word of the Lord.  
People ​ Thanks be to God. 
 

A moment of silence follows the reading. 
 
HYMN 65                         "Prepare the way, O Zion"​ Bereden väg för Herran 
 
THE GOSPEL LESSON​ Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Presider​ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People     ​Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

      In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,                                     
2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3 This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'" 4 Now John wore clothing of 
camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the 
region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
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trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 11 "I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire." 

 

Presider​ The Gospel of the Lord. 
People ​​ Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
THE SERMON​ The Rev. Becky Zartman Carpenter 
 
THE NICENE CREED​ 358 
 

Presider and People 
 

We believe in one God,  
​ the Father, the Almighty, 
​ maker of heaven and earth,  
​ of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
​ the only Son of God, 
 ​ eternally begotten of the Father, 
​ God from God, Light from Light,  
​ true God from true God, 
​ begotten, not made,  
​ of one Being with the Father. 
​ Through him all things were made. 
​ For us and for our salvation  
​ ​ he came down from heaven: 
​ by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   ​ he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
​ ​ and was made man. 
​ For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
​ ​ he suffered death and was buried. 
​ ​ On the third day he rose again  
​ ​ ​ in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   ​ he ascended into heaven  
​ ​ ​ and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
​ He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 ​ ​ and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
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​ who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
​ With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
​ He has spoken through the Prophets. 
​ We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
​ We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
​ We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
​ ​ and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Form IV)​ 388 
 
 

Leader​ ​ Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Leader​ ​ Give us a reverence for the earth as your own creation; that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ A moment of silence is observed. 
 

Leader​ ​ Lord, in your mercy, 
People​​ Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader​ ​ Guide all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially Sean, our Presiding 
Bishop; Sam and Jennifer, our bishops; and Becky, our priest; that those who 
confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, 
and reveal your glory in the world. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ A moment of silence is observed. 
 

Leader​ ​ Lord, in your mercy, 
People​​ Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader​ ​ Grant wisdom to Donald, our president; Josh, our governor; Sandy, our 
mayor; and all others who hold authority in the nations of the world; that 
people everywhere may honor one another and serve the common good. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ A moment of silence is observed. 
 

Leader​ ​ Lord, in your mercy, 
People​​ Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader​ ​ Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours; that we may serve Christ in 
them and love one another as God loves us. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ A moment of silence is observed. 
 

Leader​ ​ Lord, in your mercy, 
People​​ Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader​ ​ Watch over those who are preparing for the birth of a child, especially 
__________; that your presence be revealed through the blessing of new life. 

 

6 
 



​ ​ ​ ​ ​ A moment of silence is observed. 
 

Leader​ ​ Lord, in your mercy, 
People​​ Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader​ ​ Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or Spirit, especially 
__________, and others we name now silently or aloud…; that they may have 
courage and hope in their troubles and know the joy of your salvation. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ A moment of silence is observed. 
 

We also pray for Jeanette Belfield, Becky Bryan, Bill Hudgins, Mary Dawson, Albert Ervin, 
Frances Gaither, Dwight Johnson, Boo White, and Brent Wilson. 

 

Leader​ ​ Lord, in your mercy, 
People​​ Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader​ ​ Receive with your mercy those who have died, especially __________; that 
your will for them may be fulfilled and they may share with your saints in 
your eternal kingdom. 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ A moment of silence is observed. 
 

Leader​ ​ Lord, in your mercy, 
People​​ Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader​ ​ Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your 
servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming 
in glorious majesty; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 

People​​ Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION​ 360 
 

Presider ​ Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A moment of silence is observed. 
 

Presider and People 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
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have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Presider​ Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.   
 

People​​ Amen. 
 
THE PEACE​ 360 
 

Presider​ The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People​​ And also with you. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE OFFERTORY​ 361 
 
 
 

   Anthem                                   Hark! A Herald Voice Is Calling                   Richard Shephard 
 

    Hark! a herald voice is calling: "Christ is nigh," it seems to say; "Cast away the dreams of 
darkness, O ye children of the day!" Wakened by the solemn warning, let her earthbound soul 
arise; Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. Lo! the Lamb, so 
long expected, comes with pardon down from heaven; let us haste with tears of sorrow, one and 
all to be forgiven. So when next he comes in glory, wrapping all the earth in fear, may he then 
as our defender on the clouds of heaven appear. And with words of love draw near.​ ​
​                                   ​                                                                              text: 6th century, 
trans. Edward Caswall  

 

   HYMN 56 (vs. 1)             "O come, O come, Emmanuel"​ Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer B)​ 367 
 
 

Presider​ The Lord be with you. 
People​ And also with you. 
Presider​ Lift up your hearts. 
People​ We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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People​ It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Presider​ It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you sent your beloved 
Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 
that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we 
may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 

HYMNAL S-124  ​ Sanctus 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
​ Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 ​ Hosanna in the highest.  
 

   Presider  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Presider and People 
We remember his death,​
We proclaim his resurrection,​
We await his coming in glory; 

 

   Presider  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [                          and] all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 

People​ AMEN. 
 

Presider ​ And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Presider and People 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
​ hallowed be thy Name, 
​ thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
​ ​ on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
​ as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
​ but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
​ for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD​ 364 

 

After the Presider breaks the consecrated Bread, a moment of silence is observed. 
 

Hymnal S-152​ Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover 
 

Presider  
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;   
 

Presider and People 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION​ 364 
 

Presider   The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION​ 364 
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Please follow the directions of the usher to the communion rail. After receiving the bread, communicants 
may receive the wine either by sipping from the chalice or by intinction (i.e. carefully dipping the wafer into 
the wine). Gluten free wafers are available. For a blessing instead of communion, please cross your arms over 
your chest as an indication to the priest. 

 

    HYMN 69                       "What is the crying at Jordan"                        St. Mark's, Berkeley 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION​ 366 
 

Presider​ Let us pray. 
 

A moment of silence is observed. 
 

   Presider and People 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of 
your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do 
the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 
Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
HYMN 66                             "Come, thou long expected Jesus"​ Stuttgart 

 
DISMISSAL​ 366 
 
 

Presider​ Let us bless the Lord. 
​ ​ ​ ​  

People​​ Thanks be to God.   
 
VOLUNTARY                                   Toccata in E Minor​ Johann Pachelbel 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735780-A. All rights 
reserved.  Permission to use the hymns and service music in this service obtained from RiteSong, order 

807153a2-75c0-44de-9e03-1ac39b25af0b.  All rights reserved. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SERVERS 
 

Acolytes  Jack McKellar and Matthew McKellar;  
Altar Guild  Pat Weeks and Larry Duffee;  

Audiovideo Engineer  Ron Sowers; Eucharistic Minister  Will Pully;  
Flower Guild  Ashley Moss and Betty Norman; 

11 
 



Greeters  Bill and Millie Walker; Kathy and John Tobias; Intercessor  Paula Stiles;  
Musicians  The Good Shepherd Choir; Julianne Wilson, soprano; Lawrence Goering, organist;  

Presider  The Rev. Becky Zartman Carpenter;  
Readers  Emily Bondy and Kim Bayless;  

Vestry Counters  Emily Dwight and John Tobias 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

VESTRY 
 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 
Brenning Daughtridge Kenneth Burnette Corey Folta 

Emily Dwight Barbara Hicks Heather Seale 
Britt Myers Jack Miller 

John Tobias 
 

 

Senior Warden  Kenneth Burnette Junior Warden  Emily Dwight 

Clerk  Gayle Edwards Treasurer  Jack Miller 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

STAFF 
 

Lawrence Goering (lgoering@goodshepherdrmt.org), Organist and Director of Music  
Penny Neville (pneville@goodshepherdrmt.org), Bookkeeper 

Sarah Katherine Rollings (office@goodshepherdrmt.org), Office Administrator 
Bernnadette Yarborough (byarborough@goodshepherdrmt.org), Acting Director of the Day School 

The Rev. Becky Zartman Carpenter (rzartman@goodshepherdrmt.org), Priest-in-Charge 
For pastoral emergencies, please call and leave a message 

on Becky's mobile phone: 570-259-0671 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
To support the ministries of Good Shepherd,  

please consider donating online using this QR code: 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD  
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AND DAY SCHOOL 
231 N. Church St., Rocky Mount, NC 27804 
www.goodshepherdrmt.org    (252) 442-1134 

 

Sunday Services   
8:00 a.m. (Holy Eucharist, Rite I) 

10:30 a.m. (Holy Eucharist, Contemporary language – livestreamed at goodshepherdlive.org) 
Wednesday Service   

12:00 p.m. (Holy Eucharist)  
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	THE HOLY COMMUNION 
	    Hark! a herald voice is calling: "Christ is nigh," it seems to say; "Cast away the dreams of darkness, O ye children of the day!" Wakened by the solemn warning, let her earthbound soul arise; Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies. Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heaven; let us haste with tears of sorrow, one and all to be forgiven. So when next he comes in glory, wrapping all the earth in fear, may he then as our defender on the clouds of heaven appear. And with words of love draw near.​​​                                  ​                                                                             text: 6th century, trans. Edward Caswall  

