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CHORAL PRELUDE

"Silent Night — O Holy Night" arr. Sue Mitchell-Wallace
"What Sweeter Music" Ralph Vaughan Williams

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, for to sing the birth of this our heavenly king?
We see him come, and know him ours, who with his sunshine and his showers turns all the
patient ground to flowers. So we will give him and bequeath this holly and this ivy wreath, to
do him honor who’s our king and Lord of all this reveling. Dark and dull night, fly hence away
and give the honor to this day, that sees December turn to May. The darling of the world is
come, and fit it is we find a room to welcome him. The nobler part of all the house here is the
heart: Awake the voice! Awake the string! What sweeter music can we bring for the birth of

this our heavenly king? text: Robert Herrick
"Still, Still, Still" arr. Chip
Davis
"That Boy-Child of Mary" Traditional Malawi Melody

That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, a manger his cradle in Bethlehem. What shall we
call Him, Child of the manger? What name is given in Bethlehem? That boy-child of Mary was
born in a stable, a manger his cradle in Bethlehem. His name is Jesus, God ever with us, God
given for us in Bethlehem. That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, a manger his cradle in
Bethlehem. One with the Father, He is our Savior, Heaven sent helper in Bethlehem. That
boy-child of Mary was born in a stable, a manger his cradle in Bethlehem. Gladly we praise
Him, love and adore Him, give ourselves to Him in Bethlehem. That boy-child of Mary was
born in a stable, a manger his cradle in Bethlehem. text: Luke 2:7;
Tom Colvin

"Bring a Torch, Jeannette Isabella" French Carol
Bring a torch, Jeanette Isabella. Bring a torch, come swiftly and run. Christ is born, tell the folk
of the village, Jesus is sleeping in his cradle. Ah, ah, beautiful is the Mother. Ah, ah, beautiful
is her Son. Hasten now, good folk of the village. Hasten now, the Christ Child to see. You will
find him asleep in a manger. Quietly come and whisper softly. Hush, hush, peacefully now he

slumbers. Hush, hush, peacefully now he sleeps. text: French, 17%
century
“Ding Dong! Merrily On High” arr. Adrian Lucas

Ding dong! merrily on high in heav’'n the bells are ringing: Ding dong! verily the sky is riv'n
with angel singing Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis. E'en so here below below, let steeple bells be
swungen, and ee-o, ee-0, ee-0, by priest and people sungen. Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis. Pray
you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; may you beautifully rime your evetime
song, ye singers. Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis. text: traditional English



"I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day" Johnny Marks

“Ave Maria” Giulio Caccini

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum. Benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus fructus
ventris tui, Jesus. Ave Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus, nunc et in hora mortis
nostrae. Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and in the
hour of our death. Amen. text: Latin, 13th century

“The Virgin's Slumber Song" Max Reger

Amid the roses Mary sits and rocks her Jesus child, while amid the treetops sighs the breeze so
warm and mild. And soft and sweetly sings a bird upon the bough: "Ah, baby, dear one,
slumber now!” Happy is thy laughter, holy is thy silent rest, lay thy head in slumber, fondly

on thy mother’s breast! Ah, baby, dear one, slumber now! text: Martin Boelitz

"Pastorale from Christmas Concerto" Arcangelo Corelli
THE WORD OF GOD

Hymn 83 "O come, all ye faithful" Adeste fideles

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People You come to your people and set them free.

Hymn 96 "Angels we have heard on high" Gloria

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 212

Presider The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

A moment of silence is observed.

Presider O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the
true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may
also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.

People  Amen.

TuE FirsT LESSON Isaiah 9:2-7

Reader A Reading from the Book of Isaiah.
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The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness—on them light has shined. ’ You have multiplied the nation, you
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people
exult when dividing plunder. * For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. ’ For
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. ° For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. " His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards
and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

A moment of silence follows the reading.

PsaLm 96:1-7 (All sing. Congregation remains seated.) Puer Nobis

1. Sing to the LorD new songs of praise,
Let all the earth sing to the Lorp;
Sing to the Lorp and bless his Name,
Proclaim good news with one accord.

2. Declare his glory far and wide,
His wondrous acts and holy law;
For he is greatly to be praised,
Let all the gods hold him in awe.

3. The gods that other nations serve
Are idols made of wood and stone;
But it is God himself who made
The heavens above us, God alone.

4. Magnificent his presence here,
Splendid his courts in glorious light;
Ascribe to him all peoples, tongues;
Ascribe to him honor and might.

THE SECOND LEssoN: Titus 2:11-14
Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus.
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, “training us to renounce

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are

4



self-controlled, upright, and godly, "while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 'He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

A moment of silence follows the reading.
Hymn 99 "Go tell it on the mountain” Go Tell It on the Mountain

TrHE GosPEL LESSON Luke 2:1-20

Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. > This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. ° All went to their own towns to be registered. * Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. > He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. °
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn. ° In that region there were shepherds
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. ° Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. " But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: ' to you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '* This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” > And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ** “Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” *°
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” ° So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 7 When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; * and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. " But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. * The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Presider The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.



THE SERMON The Rev. Becky Zartman Carpenter

THE NICENE CREED
Presider and People

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
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THE PEACE

Presider
People

Let us bring to the Lord our hopes and cares this Christmas Eve.

For God’s people throughout the world, that we might do our part to give
glory to God and to bring peace to the earth.

The People may add their own prayers either silently or aloud.

God of Wonder,
Hear our prayers.

For those gathered here, that we might take the Good News of the living
God into the world, not only with our lips, but in our lives.

The People may add their own prayers either silently or aloud.

God of Joy,
Hear our prayers.

For all who are in darkness, and for all those in any need or trouble, that the
light of the newborn Christ might fill their hearts and bring them hope.

The People may add their own prayers either silently or aloud.

God of Hope,
Hear our prayers.

For the sick and the dying and those who care for them, that God might bless
them this night with the gift of peace.

The People may add their own prayers either silently or aloud.

God of Peace,
Hear our prayers.

Confident in God’s love, we place our needs before the newborn Christ,
whose manger is the human heart and whose glory is any person alive
to his presence.

Amen.

360

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY SENTENCE



THE OFFERTORY 361
Anthem Gold For a Manger Bed Malcolm Archer

Gold for a manger bed, Jesus enshrining; straw where he lays his head, softly reclining; so
small and still he lies as on his infant eyes high in the darkened skies the stars are shining.
King and Creator see, whose hands have wrought us; Saviour and Shepherd he, who loved and
sought us; our God in human frame who to a lost world came and on the cross of shame so
dearly bought us. Gold for a monarch’s state, all things sustaining; High Prince and Potentate,
death’s dread disdaining; to him the ransomed raise unceasing song of praise, through
everlasting days in glory reigning. text:
Timothy Dudley-Smith

Hymn 87 "Hark, the herald angels sing" Mendelssohn

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer B) 367

Presider The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.

People  We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you gave Jesus Christ,
your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was
made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

HymNAL S-129 Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Presider We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
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Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Presider and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Presider And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with [ and] all your saints,
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

People AMEN.

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Presider and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 364

After the Presider breaks the consecrated Bread, a moment of silence is observed.

Hymn 324 (vs. 2) Picardy

Presider and People

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
in the Body and the Blood

he will give to all the faithful
his own self for heavenly food.

InviTATION TO COMMUNION 364

Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

ADMINISTRATION OF COMMUNION 364

Please follow the directions of the usher to the communion rail. After receiving the bread, communicants
may receive the wine either by sipping from the chalice or by intinction (i.e. carefully dipping the wafer into
the wine). Gluten free wafers are available. For a blessing instead of communion, please cross your arms over
your chest as an indication to the priest.

Anthem The Wexford Carol arr. K. Lee Scott

Commissioned by The Church of the Good Shepherd, Rocky Mount, North Carolina with thanksgiving
for thirty years of service by Lawrence Goering as Organist and Director of Music.
Good people all this Christmas time, consider well, and bear in mind what our good God for us
has done in sending his beloved Son. With Mary holy we should pray to God with love this
Christmas Day. In Bethlehem upon that morn there was a blessed Messiah born. The night
before the happy tide the noble Virgin and her guide were long time seeking up and down to
find a lodging in the town. But mark how all things came to pass: from every door repelled,
alas! As long foretold, their refuge all was but a humble ox’s stall. Near Bethlehem did
shepherds keep their flocks of lambs, and feeding sheep; to whom God's angels did appear,
which put the shepherds in great fear. "Prepare to go,” the angels said “to Bethlehem, be not
afraid, for there you'll find, this happy morn, a princely babe, sweet Jesus born.” With thankful
hearts and joyful mind, the shepherds went the babe to find, and as God's angels had foretold
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they did our Saviour Christ behold. Within a manger he was laid, and by his side the Virgin
maid, attending to the Lord of life, our blessed Savior, Jesus Christ.
text: English and Irish traditional, 12th century (alt.)

Hymn 101 "Away in a manger" Cradle Song
Hymn 110 "The snow lay on the ground" Venite adoremus
Hymn 111 "Silent night, holy night" Stille Nacht

1 Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the savior, is born! Christ, the savior, is born!

3 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Post COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider Let us pray.
A moment of silence is observed.
Presider and People
God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE BLESSING
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Hymn 100 "Joy to the world! the Lord is come" Antioch

THE DisMISsAL 366

Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY Variations on a Swiss Noel Louis Claude Daquin

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #735780-A. All
rights reserved. Permission to use the hymns and service music in this service obtained from RiteSong,
order 807153a2-75c0-44de-9e03-1ac39b25af0b. All rights reserved.

SERVERS

Acolytes Sadie Meadows and Lynden Meiring
Altar Guild The Shannon Family
Audiovideo Engineer Ron Sowers
Eucharistic Minister Howard Weeks
Flower Guild H. I. Tharrington, Emily Bondy, Margy Brantley,
Sally Harris, Pam Larimer, Ashley Moss, Britt Myers,
Betty Norman, Kathy Tobias, Jenny Williams,
Tom Moss, Bob Larimer, Paul Bondy, and John Tobias
Greeters The Moss Family
Intercessor Kim Bayless
Musicians Julianne Wilson, soprano; Ana Katherine Weeks, soprano;
The Alleluia Choir; The Cherub Choir; The Good Shepherd Choir;
Karen Bessey, violinist; Robert Hendrix, guitarist;
Lance Daughtridge, trumpeter; Lawrence Goering, organist
Presider The Rev. Becky Zartman Carpenter
Readers Sherry Sutton and Howard Weeks
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POINSETTIAS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF

Margaret Garren Allen
Robert Whitney Allen
Helen Batchelor
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Battle
Harold and Kathleen Bayless
Julian and Gray Brantley
Robert and Marian Brethen
Betty and Charles Bridger, Sr.
Louie Brown and John Ellison
Lois Byrum Bullock
Sherwood Thornton Bullock
L. H. "Monk" Burnette
Velma Mosley Burnette
Dennis and Patricia Genin
Miranda Gurkin
Yvonne Bullock Joyner
Eloise Dorsey Judkins
Walter Eugene Judkins
Marshall Pully Mebane
Mr. and Mrs. J. Marvin Mebane
Harriet and D. S. Moss
Mr. and Mrs. Young A. Pully
Craig Reid
Nancy Reid
Lib and Toby Rose
Ed Turner
Hassell Weeks, Jr.

Gary Williams
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POINSETTIAS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN THANKSGIVING FOR

The Altar Guild
Adam Bayless and Britt Warner
Lucas and Lindsey Bayless
Elizabeth Ashton Burnette
McCall Ashton Burnette
Sara and Mark Burnette
The Ministry of The Rev. Becky Zartman Carpenter
Evie, Kate, and Dillon Copeman
Lawrence Goering and the Good Shepherd Choir
The Coppedge Family
Grace and Vason Hamrick
Marshall Hamrick, Walt Hamrick, and Will Hamrick
Ann Hine
Battle Hine and Florence Hine
Howard Kelly Landis IV
John Young Mebane
Jack J. Miller
Benton, Morgan, Merin, Maura, and McAuley Moss
Katie Moss
Schuyler Moss
Tara Reid
Ron Sowers and his Audio-Visual Ministry
H. I. Tharrington and the Good Shepherd Flower Guild
Dorsey Landis Tobias
George Capson Tobias
Walter Francis Tobias
John Michael and Gail Urban
Walker, Ward, Sam, Anna, Jack, and Kate
Clarke Weeks
John and Thomas Woodard
Liz and Jim Woodard
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VESTRY

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Brenning Daughtridge Kenneth Burnette Corey Folta
Emily Dwight Barbara Hicks Heather Seale
Britt Myers Jack Miller
John Tobias
Senior Warden Kenneth Burnette Junior Warden Emily Dwight
Clerk Gayle Edwards Treasurer Jack Miller
STAFF

Lawrence Goering (Igoering@goodshepherdrmt.org), Organist and Director of Music
Penny Neville (pneville@goodshepherdrmt.org), Bookkeeper
Sarah Katherine Rollings (office@goodshepherdrmt.org), Office Administrator

Bernnadette Yarborough (byarborough@goodshepherdrmt.org), Acting Director of the Day School

The Rev. Becky Zartman Carpenter (rzartman@goodshepherdrmt.org), Priest-in-Charge
For pastoral emergencies, please call and leave a message
on Becky's mobile phone: 570-259-0671

15



To support the ministries of Good Shepherd,
please consider donating online using this QR code:

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
AND DAY ScHoOL
231 N. Church St., Rocky Mount, NC 27804
www.goodshepherdrmt.org (252) 442-1134

Sunday Services
8:00 a.m. (Holy Eucharist, Rite I)
10:30 a.m. (Holy Eucharist, Contemporary language — livestreamed at goodshepherdlive.org)
Wednesday Service

12:00 p.m. (Holy Eucharist)
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