GBA 151 - SIUE School of Business: Entrepreneurship Fundamentals
Course Format: Online & In-Person Hybrid
Online: Three weeks (June 16 - July 3, 2025)
In-Person at SIUE: Two weeks (July 7 - July 17, 2025)
COURSE TITLE: GBA 151 - Entrepreneurship Fundamentals
COURSE COST: TBD
PLACEMENT IN CURRICULUM: This course is designed for high school students enrolled in the dual-credit program at SIUE. It provides foundational knowledge in entrepreneurship, suitable for students considering a career in business or those interested in gaining entrepreneurial skills.
COURSE PROFESSORS: Dr. Yohan Choi and/or Dr. Mario Hayek
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course introduces students to entrepreneurship fundamentals, focusing on the Business Model Canvas (BMC) and the development of a Minimum Viable Product (MVP). Students will learn to identify market opportunities, test business assumptions, and refine their models through feedback. The course concludes with a final pitch presentation to a panel of experienced entrepreneurs.
COURSE OBJECTIVES: By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· Identify and evaluate entrepreneurial opportunities.
· Develop a Business Model Canvas (BMC) for a new venture.
· Create and iterate on a Minimum Viable Product (MVP).
· Refine their business models through customer feedback and mentorship.
· Develop and deliver a persuasive pitch presentation.
· Understand the role of an entrepreneurship ecosystem.
COURSE STRUCTURE
Online Component (June 16 - July 3, 2025)
Students will participate in live weekly lectures, watch Udacity's "How to Build a Startup" lessons, engage in discussions, and work in teams to develop their entrepreneurial ideas. Faculty will provide feedback on team formation, business model development, and MVP progression.
Week 1 (June 16-19, 2025): Introduction to Entrepreneurship & Idea Generation
· Live Lecture: Tuesday, June 17 (4:00 - 5:00 PM)
· Watch Udacity Lessons 1-3
· Team formation and idea generation
· Deliverable: Team presentation of business idea with supporting data
 Week 2 (June 23-26, 2025): Business Model Canvas & Initial Assumptions
· Live Lecture: Tuesday, June 24 (4:00 - 6:00 PM)
· Watch Udacity Lessons 4-7
· Develop first draft of Business Model Canvas
· Deliverable: Initial Business Model Canvas draft with key assumptions
Week 3 (June 30 - July 3, 2025): MVP Development & Testing
· Live Lecture: Tuesday, July 1 (4:00 - 6:00 PM)
· Watch Udacity Lessons 8-11
· Begin MVP development and outline testing strategies
· Deliverable: MVP development plan with assumption testing framework
In-Person Component (July 7 - July 17, 2025)
Focus: Iterative Refinement, Guest Entrepreneurs, and Field Visits
 
Week 1 (July 7 - 10, 2025)
· Monday, July 7: Introductions and first pitch on Business Model Canvas & testing strategy
· Tuesday, July 8: MVP lecture and workshop
· Wednesday, July 9: Guest Entrepreneurs (1-2) – Sharing startup experiences and feedback
· Thursday, July 10: Field Trip to TechSTL or another entrepreneurship hub
Week 2 (July 14 - 17, 2025)
· Monday, July 14: Students present findings and improvements based on feedback
· Tuesday, July 15: Guest Entrepreneurs (2) – Insights on scaling and funding
· Wednesday, July 16: Field Trip to The Wedge, Alton (SIUE entrepreneurship ecosystem)
· Thursday, July 17: Final Pitch Day to an entrepreneur panel
ASSESSMENT: Total: 1,000 points
· Team Presentation on Business Idea – 150 points
· Business Model Canvas Draft – 150 points
· MVP Development Plan – 200 points
· Class Engagement & Participation – 100 points
· Final Business Model & Testing Strategy – 150 points
· Final Pitch Presentation – 250 points
EXPECTED OUTCOMES
· A refined Business Model Canvas tailored through iterative feedback
· A working MVP with clear customer validation strategies
· Exposure to real entrepreneurs and startup ecosystems
· A compelling final pitch evaluated by industry professionals
SYLLABUS SUBJECT TO CHANGE
This syllabus is a working document and may be modified to accommodate learning needs, guest speaker availability, or unforeseen scheduling changes.
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