
New Executive Director Announced

at Caroline Furnace Lutheran Camp & Retreat Center

An Extensive, Nationwide Search 
Ends in Our Own Backyard 
We are thrilled to announce Tom Powell has been named Executive Director 
at Caroline Furnace Lutheran Camp & Retreat Center. Tom may be a familiar 
face to some of you!

He is a past president of the Caroline Furnace Board of Directors, parent of a 
former staff member, an active volunteer at work weekends, and a retreat par-
ticipant. You may have met him when he was helping with confirmation camp 
or remember him from his slag dance at the 60th Anniversary Celebration last 
spring. While his service to camp and infectious fun spirit is appreciated, none 
of it is why he was hired.  

What CFLC Needs Now
The board and search committee spent considerable time in discernment 
about the gifts and skills our next Executive Director should possess. While 
a vibrant faith, ability to manage property care, and deeply rooted sense of 
hospitality remained important for the ideal candidate, additional skills were 
deemed critical. 

We have reached a place in the life of this ministry where the focus of the Ex-
ecutive Director is on building relationships, funding, and a strong organiza-
tional structure. What we needed was someone with solid management skills 
and dynamic personal leadership gifts. We were blessed to receive numerous 
applications from qualified candidates.

The Right Mix
Tom comes to us with over 32 years of professional leadership experience in the military and in the consulting industry. His 
background in training and adult learning, proven abilities to manage budgets and motivate employee teams, and the clear un-
derstanding of loyalty demonstrated by 20 years of faithful service in the National Guard, perfectly equip him to effectively and 
efficiently run the ministry at Caroline Furnace. These skills and gifts, coupled with his deep personal faith, warm personality, and 
intimate knowledge of CFLC position him as a leader with great potential to deepen and expand our ability to serve our communi-
ties and spread the good news.

Outside of his professional qualifications, Tom also has over 21 years of Christian leadership experience. In addition to his vol-
unteer work at CFLC, he has been an active member of Christ the King Lutheran in Richmond, VA and St. John’s Lutheran in 
Gore, VA. He has served as Sunday school teacher, youth advisor, and congregational council President, among other roles. He 
has served his community as a Scout leader. He has shown an impressive commitment to outdoor ministry, including certification 
in Wilderness First Aid. He describes himself by saying, “I thrive on celebrating faith and grace while leading teams, managing 
resources, and collaborating on projects in fast paced environments.”

We are thrilled to welcome Tom and his wife Lee Ann to this new chapter in their journey with Caroline Furnace. Tom will begin 
his position as Executive Director on February 1, 2018.

Thank You
We are deeply grateful to Heather Lutz, who has served as Interim Executive Director since July 1st. Heather’s efforts, as well as 
those of our other talented year round staff, have ensured a smooth transition of leadership and no disruption in our operations 
during the summer camp and fall retreat season. Thank you Heather for your service!

A special worship service will be held in St. John’s Chapel at Caroline Furnace on Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at 10am to 
recognize Heather’s work and welcome Tom. You are invited to join us!


