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An Introduction To The Changes In The 2014 NEC 
 

Welcome back to the Code Corner! Rumor has it that Pennsylvania will soon adopt the 2014 NEC. With that in 
mind, this month we will explore a few of the new rules in the 2014 National Electrical Code. 
 
Section 200.4(B) has been revised. In previous editions, it required that the grounded conductor of a multi-wire 
branch circuit be grouped with the grounded conductors that share it in a panel. The revision now requires this 
grouping to occur in enclosures, too. There are still exceptions for those situations where the grouping is obvious or 
the conductors pass through but do not terminate in an enclosure. 
 
Section 210.5(C)(2) has new requirements for the identification of dc conductors. Red shall be used for positive, 
and black shall be used for negative identification. These colors shall be the continuous color of the conductor for 
wires 6 AWG and smaller. Larger conductors can be identified at their terminations. 
 
A revision to Section 210.8(A)(7) requires that GFCI protection be provided for all 15- and 20-ampere, 125-volt 
receptacles within six feet of ANY dwelling unit sink.  The previous language required this at sinks that were in 
other than kitchens.  This change will lead to the receptacles installed for garbage disposals, refrigerators, and even 
general lighting receptacles installed in living rooms that are within six feet of the kitchen sink to have GFCI 
protection.  The aforementioned receptacles would not require GFCI protection if they were not within six feet of a 
sink (kitchen or otherwise). The requirement for receptacles that serve the kitchen countertop to have GFCI 
protection remains unchanged. This language also serves to confirm that receptacles located under a sink ARE 
considered to be within the “sink protection boundary.” 
 
Similarly, the language in Section 210.8(A)(10) now requires GFCI protection for all 15- and 20-ampere, 125-volt 
laundry area receptacles, regardless of the presence of a sink or the proximity to a sink. This would include the 
laundry equipment receptacles, counter receptacles, wall receptacles, and ironing receptacles in the laundry area. 
 
Did you think we were done? Another change to the GFCI rules is upon us! Section 210.8(D) now requires all 
outlets that supply dishwashers to have GFCI protection. Note that it refers to ‘outlets,’ not ‘receptacles.’ 
Regardless of whether the dishwasher is hard-wired or cord-and-plug connected, or the proximity to a sink, the 
requirement for GFCI protection applies. 
 
Let’s swing on over to the AFCI rules and see if we can get your interest piqued. Section 210.12(A) contains 
significant revisions. The first is the expansion of the rooms that require AFCI protection to include kitchens and 
laundry areas. The second revision expands the requirement for what is to be protected. The 2011 NEC language 
required AFCI protection for ‘outlets.’ The new language extends the protection to devices. For example, a switch 
that controls an outside light in any room that requires AFCI protection for its branch circuits will now require 
AFCI protection for that exterior lighting circuit since the device that controls that circuit is within the room that 
needs AFCI protection. I suppose that we all knew this was coming. Many more AFCI rules have also been added! 
Please look for future articles on the Changes to the 2014 NEC. 
 
 
 
The above is not a formal interpretation of the National Electrical Code.  All references, duplicated code language, and paraphrasing is from 

the National Electrical Code (NFPA-70) 2008, 2011, & 2014 editions. 
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