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43rd Elkhart Juried 
Regional exhibit
thru December 19

Shop at FOUND AT THE 
MUSEUM for the Holidays
Members receive 15% off!

43rd Elkhart Juried Regional continues thru December 19
Linda Fritschner, Elkhart, IN, 
was selected for the Warrick & 
Boyn, LLP, Purchase Award 
for her acrylic painting titled, 
Retired Railroad Cars.

right:
Stacy Lankford, Cassopolis, MI, 

received the Mary Feddersen 
Memorial Purchase Award for 

Photography. This award has 
been presented annually for over 

twenty years and is selected by 
Connie Minzey & Susan Lehman 

for the MMAA collection.

Other Artist News... Bill Kremer, Cassopolis, MI, will 
donate a portion of his income 
from his annual Holiday Ceramic 
Sale to MMAA to support educa-
tional and preservation program-
ming. This event is held at his 
studio at 65701 Oil City Road, 
Cassopolis, just off M-60 in Mich-
igan. The event will be held on 
December 4 & 5, from 10-6 each 
day. The annual Kremer sale has 
been held for over forty years.
Thank You Bill!

Gwen Gutwein, Ft. Wayne, will 
donate ten paintings from her 
Heritage Barns of Indiana series 
to the MMAA permanent collec-
tion. This project was designated 
as noteworthy by the 2016 State 
Bicentennial Committee. Gutwein 
completed 184 paintings over a 
twelve-year period and published 
a book with all the barns denoted 
by counties in November 2020.
Thank You to Gwen!
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43rd Elkhart Juried Regional
Over $27,000 given in Awards!
The Midwest Museum of American Art is pleased to present the 43rd Elkhart 
Juried Regional Art Exhibition, continuing through December 19, 2021. 
This competition encompasses 24 counties of Michiana. 

The distinguished jurors for this exhibition were Laura Conners, Textile 
Artist, Crawfordsville, IN, and Tom Roese, Artist, Cleveland, OH.

Many works in the exhibit are available for purchase. Think about 
adding to your art collection today. A checklist with values is available 
at the front desk. Your purchase helps sustain the Midwest Museum of 
American Art and supports a local artist!  
More photos inside this issue...
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Director/Curator, Brian Byrn, opened the evening with comments from Jennifer 
Burns Abrell, Chair of the MMAA Trustees, followed by Terry Mark from the EC-
CVB, then Dr. Rick Burns, MMAA Trustee, who gave out Purchase Awards for the 
evening. 32 artists received awards totalling over $27,000. There were 30 Purchase 
Awards this year! There were 199 artists who entered 344 works overall from which 
the judges selected 153 works by 115 artists.

The 43rd Elkhart Juried Regional 
is sponsored by

with additional funding from
James Rieckhoff

and Dr. Wes Mark & Dr. Mary Harder

above: Mary Burke, Berrien Springs, MI received the Jack & Karen Cittadine 
BEST of SHOW. This work will be added to the MMAA Permanent Collection.

from the Judges’ Statement: “Best of Show – Flower Line by Mary Burke

A strong, large-scale and impressive work, Flower Line enthralls us with 
bold flowing shapes that dance across a pale-colored surface. The art-
ist delights us with thoughtful layers of space that create both depth and 
perspective. The viewer is permitted to submit to their own interpretation 
while being treated to a skillful use of materials and a spot-on color pal-
ette. There was no question that this excellent painting was worthy of the 
award for Best of Show.”

Director/Curator, Brian Byrn, stops to congratulate Sunday Mahaja, 
Goshen, for receiving the Dan & Linda Burns Purchase Award and 
the Jennifer Burns Abrell & Gordon Hughes Purchase Award.



More highlights of the 43rd Elkhart Juried 
Regional Awards Reception on Friday, 
October 8, 2021
In keeping with the current health restrictions, we asked 
visitors to be masked upon entry. A total of 178 artists 
with guests, MMAA Members, Donors, and the Purchase 
Award patrons safely attended. 

The crowd of 178 artists, members, and guests in attendance 
wore masks to create a safe environment.

Best Sculpture Award  went to Bryan Graham of South Bend 
for his whimsical wood assemblage, Autumn Downhill.

Sunday Mahaja, (center) Goshen, IN, won the 
Jennifer Burns Abrell & Gordon Hughes Purchase Award 
for his welded steel sculpture, Line Dancer.

photos this issue by Randy Roberts, Brian Byrn, & Brent Lehman

Valerie McBride, Grabill, IN, received two 
awards for her paper quilling work, 
It’s All About Paper, including 
Best Mixed Media Award and the 
Dr. Rick & Cindy Burns Purchase Award.

Mike Tudor, Elkhart, received the Drs. Wes & Mary Harder Purchase 
Award for his work, Walnut Bench II.  Drs. Wes & Mary were Silver 
Sponsors underwriting the reception for the 43rd EJR.

The 43rd Elkhart Juried Regional 
continues in two galleries on the second 
floor featuring 153 works in all media.



NOON TIME TALKS
Thursday • 12:15-1:00pm

Regional Artists discuss their works 
in the 43rd Elkhart Juried Regional 
exhibition every Thursday! FREE for Members. 
$5 admission for the general public. 
Maximum seating capacity will be 50; first-come-first serve

OCT	 21	 Kandy Grady, Dowagiac, MI
		  This first year EJR entrant discusses her 
two mixed media works, Aura of Innocence and Michigan 
Autumn.

OCT	 28	 Steve Blackburn, Mishawaka, IN
		  A well-known regional watercolorist, Black-
burn discusses his acrylic work, Caution: Hard Hat Area.

NOV 	 4	 Tom Zuber, New Paris, IN
		  An Art Educator & painter, Zuber is an IUSB 
grad who teaches at Goshen High School. He will talk 
about his work including the painting titled, Pandemic, that 
received the Steve & Traci Bollero Purchase Award.
 
NOV	 11	 Mark Shubert, Osceola, IN
		  The artist talks about his two assemblage 
sculptures made of found objects.

NOV 	 18	 Sunday Mahaja, Goshen, IN
		  Mahaja is no stranger to the regional hav-
ing participated for many years since his graduation from 
Goshen College. This year he received the Dan & Linda 
Burns Purchase Award and the Jennifer Burns Abrell 
& Dr. Gordon Hughes Purchase Award. 

NOV	 25	 HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
		  NO NOON TIME TALK

DEC	 2	 Susan Henshaw, Union Pier, MI		
		  While re-tooling her art career, Susan and 
husband Mark, have participated as Purchase Award Pa-
trons for the past few years. This year Susan joined the 
ranks of accepted artists in the show and will speak about 
her new paintings featuring images of birds.

DEC	 9	 Bryan Graham, South Bend, IN
		  As an assemblage artist, Graham, utilizes 
found wood objects. He received the BEST SCULPTURE 
Award this year.

DEC	 16	 Mary Burke, Berrien Springs, MI
		  Burke has successfully entered two regional 
exhibits in the past. Upon her third, Burke is the recipient 
of the Jack & Karen Cittadine BEST of SHOW award.

DEC	 23	 NO NOON TIME TALK
		  Happy Holidays!

Best Sculpture Award  went to Bryan Graham of South Bend 
for his whimsical wood assemblage, Autumn Downhill.

TRIBUTES      
The Midwest Museum of American Art gratefully acknowledges 
gifts in honor or in memory of special friends. 

In Loving Memory of Warren 
Thomas Billeaux
Paul Addison
William & Linda Becker
Hobart High School Alumni 
Association
Pastor & Mrs. Justin Massey
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Purdy
Ken & Pat Vanecek

Jacqueline Louden
Margaret Cormican

Betty Ann “B.A.” Pion
Liz Borger
Mike Wilson 

Richard Ransel
Roni Balthes
Neil & Becky Boston
Jane Burns
Brian & Lisa Byrn
Edward & Carla Chester
Robert & Mary Pat Deputy
Edwin & Joan Girton
Steven & Jane Poe
T.J. Shaum
Bob & Pam Shultz
Karen & Dennis Stump

In Memory of:

BIG THANK YOU
to Michael Kelly & Robert Hohl for providing another  

$5,000 Matching Grant for New Members & Donations

Ray Waldman
Brian & Lisa Byrn

Tim Whitesell
Brian & Lisa Byrn
Peg Lindberg
Jody McKee & John Mueller

Thomas Soper
Beverly & Donald Andrews
Daniel Carey
Bonnie Kelsey
Kelly Long
Clayton and Lorraine Painter

Dr. Kenneth Whittington
Stuart Basquin

Director & Curator, Brian 
Byrn, celebrates his 40th 
year at MMAA in Novem-
ber. He started in 1981 as 
Curator of Exhibitions & 
Education. Brian states, 
“My journey with the mu-
seum has been a constant 
adventure. It’s gratifying to 
have become friends with 
many artists, members & 
donors along the way”.



A Special Note of Thanks to Volunteers

We thank all of the following volunteers who donated their 
time (over 100 hours) in helping museum staff organize art-
work, assisting in the inventory process, preparing & check-
ing lists & labels, catering the reception, providing security 
during the reception, providing friendly service to all artists 
who entered, and staffing the front desk during the four 
weeks of creating the 43rd Elkhart Juried Regional. Without 
their help it would be impossible to manage this exhibit. 

THANK YOU...
Ian Burns, Lisa Byrn, Sheila Cook, Wendell Culp, Michelle 
Enfield, David Enfield, Sharon Feddersen, John Feddersen, 
Jackie Hughes, Adah Lynn, Jane Poe, Yvonne Ransel, and 
Kathy Royer. 

Clair Hoinville, Niles, MI, received the 
Steve Gruber Purchase Award for her 

painting, Primary Colors. 

Gene Gamber, Elkhart, IN, 
was selected for the Jon & 
Meghan Wenger Purchase 
Award. His painting is titled, 
Involutions.

Cynthia Cooper, 
Middlebury, IN, received 
the William & Jeanne 
Batten Memorial Merit 
Award for Sculpture, mon-
ies of which were donated 
by four Batten Daughters 
and added to by the Batten 
Grandchildren this year.  
The artist also received 
the John & Nicole Disher 
Purchase Award!

Tom Zuber, (left) New Paris, IN, 
won the Steve & Traci Bollero 
Purchase Award for his painting 
titled, Pandemic.

Mark Vander Vinne, Porter, IN, 
received two purchase awards from 

Liz Borger and John & Sharon 
Feddersen.  The artist is shown 

here with his painting titled,  
The Wishing Tree, that received 

the Borger Award.

Dick Lehman, Goshen, IN, 
received the Scott & Kristin Mere-
ness Purchase Award.  The artist 
is shown here with his ceramic wall 
piece titled,  Tree on Tree with 
Kintsugi Lightning Strike. 

Jackie Welsh, South Bend, IN, 
received the 

Jonas Howard Memorial Merit 
Award for Painting for her work 

titled, Share the Cherries?   



Welcome New & Renewing Members:  April 9 to October 15, 2021
CORPORATE ($500)
Cory & Brittany Marlow
Randy Leliaert Agency

SOCIETY OF ASSOCIATES ($150)
Jennifer Abrell & Gordon Hughes
Tom & Dottie Arnold
Jan Atwood
Shirley Andrews
Patricia Bickart
Dr. Peter Carney & Gloria Smith-Carney
Jim & Betsy Cooke
Cornerstone CPA Group, LLP
Christine Culp & David Lewis
Stan & June Disher
Tony & Cecilia Droege
Thomas & Nancy Fehlner
Don & Dianne Frandsen
Craig Gibson 
Steve Gruber
James & Beverly Haas
Haas Hakim
Matthew & Kari Hazelbaker
Abner & Anne Hershberger
Stephen Himes
Gordon & Phyllis Hostetler
James Kelly & Tom Myers
Scott & Kristin Mereness
Patricia Morison
Mary Naquin
Stephen & Jane Poe
K.D. Sleeper
David & Maria Solow
Sheri Lynn Smith & Fredric Spencer 
Young
Paula Turk
Jack & Ann Turnock
David & Dawn Weed

FAMILY ($60)
Roni & Garry Balthes
Marvin & Delores Bartel
Brian & Jeannelle Brady
James & Joan Bock
Wil & Nancy Boren
David & Susan Brandes
Elizabeth Elliott Bryant
Bruce & Judy Cassady
John & Wendy Cassady
Frank & Linda Clancy
Michael Folker & Don Mekkelson
Sallee & James Field
Gerald & Shirley Gold 
Lea Goldman & Douglas Simmons
Brenda Hook
Randy & Laura Horst
Dennis & Peggy Houchens
Frank & Jackie Hughes
Patricia Gottschalk Hymes & John 
Hymes, Jr.
Mel & Debbie Jacobson
Charles & Celia Kirk
Chuck & Kim Klippel

Joan Spohrer 
Deborah Stipanovich
Suzan Stuckman
George Stump
Jerrold Van Dyke
Mark Vander Vinne

SENIOR ($25) 
Stephen Alpert
Francisco Avilla
Heidemarie Becher
Ervin & Phyllis Beck
Ruth Berger
Dennis Birdsell
Patricia Borchert
Neil Boston
Jan Bower
Anna Bowers
Delores Bradshaw
Verna Brinson
Mary Burke
Jacqueline Carlson
Laurie Schirmer Carpenter
Andrew Causey
Judith Chase
Jackie Clindaniel
Frances Cox
Kate Cross
Barbara Dietz
Bunny Dimke
Shana Dines
Laura Doty
Mary Ezzell
Mary Firtl
Joseph Frailey
Jacquie Friend
Linda Fritschner
Doris & Ned Goins
Delmar & Lou Ann Good
Gwen Gutwein
John Hertzler
Polly Hooker
Jeptha & Joyce Hostetler
Virginia Hunsberger
Allen & Nancy Jackson
Janice Jeffers
Larry Johnston
Francis & Marie Kennard
Richard & Judy Kennedy
John & Evelyn Kibler
Marilyn Klassen
Kassie Knopick
Suzanne Koenigsberg
Alan Larkin
Judy Linder
Jim Loomis
Barbara McArthur
Wayne Matthews
Jim Marks
Laura Miller
Emily Morison
Betty Jo Gawthrop Morris

Marguerite Nommay
Janet Perkins
Mary Perron
Duane Peterson
Anita Pingalore
Mary Plymale
Elaine Poole
Richard Rice
Ellen Ridenhour
Jim Rieckhoff
Dick & Kay Rhodes
Robert Rowland
Kathy Royer
Sue Scharrer
Carolyn Shelley
Ralph Spelbring
Mary Watt Strieder & 
William Strieder
Shirley Souder
Becky Tyson
Jean Vander Reyden
Peggy Weed
Jackie Welsh
Stephanie Wenzel
Mona Witt
Jane Wood
Karen Woodworth
Marie Work
John Zakrajsek

Larry & Patricia Knight
Diana Lawson
Tim & Robyn Loughran
Harry & Angelica Lovejoy
Arlene Lucchese
Kelly & Dwight Luna
David Lusenhop
Gail & Robert Martin
Nina Newburn & Don Mishler
Gale McCarty
Craig & Patricia McClure
Terry & Arlene Manderfeld
Joan & Goven Martinez
Mark & Kathy Mow
Julie Neises
Perry & Kathleen Olshein
Cindy & Terry Ostrom
Catherine Parent
Dick & Yvonne Ransel
Jim & Mary Rasp
Andrea Rusnock
Katharine Schmidt
Dalle & Shelly Seely
Francis & Barbara Shembab
Marcia & Tony Thomas
Mark & Becky Troyer
Judy Wenig-Horswell & Charlie 
Horswell
Donald & Cidney Walter
Warrick & Boyn
Norman & Dawn Wilhelmsen
Joe & Jan Yoder
Dwight & Lina Zerkle

INDIVIDUAL ($35)
Lawrence Bilenki
Daniel Burr
Deborah Burton
Joseph Chomyn
Marsha Eilers
Mary Faber
Lora Fosberg
Eli Glazer
Tim Grieb
Carl Helrich
Lisa Kiselevich
Eleanore Koppin
Kathy Los-Rathburn
Tami McNally
Julie Manfredi
Margaret Mathias
John Meador
Thyra Metzler
Jacqueline Moses
Sharon Noel
Diane Overmyer
Millicent Petersen
David Regan
Joseph Schultz
George Scott
T.J. Shaum
Michael Sherck

For more information on how YOU can become a Member or Donor please visit our website at midwestmuseum.us


