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Palm Sunday 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRELUDE- The Holy City  arranged by Witworth 
GREETING    

If able, please rise in body or spirit 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
Will you follow?  Will you lay down your coat? 
Will you shout “Hosanna”? Will you join the parade? 
Will you sing, even if your throat is hoarse?  
Will you cut down a palm branch? Will you wave it in the air?  
Will you follow the one riding on a donkey?  
Will you let this good news inspire you to act?  
We will. We will sing. We will listen.  
We will worship. We will follow. We will act. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
* BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
On this day Jesus entered Jerusalem triumphantly to suffer and to die and was greeted with 
palms and green branches. Bless these palms and let them be for us symbols of martyrdom 
and majesty.  
Hosanna to the Son of David! May we who carry the palms, follow Jesus Christ in the way 
of the cross that leads to life. Amen. 
 
Hymn #267  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
The very first Palm Sunday was a day of action. It was a day of movement, of crowded city 
streets, and cries of "Hosanna!" It was a day of peaceful protest and dreams for a better 
world. The first Palm Sunday was a day of peaceful, hopeful action.  
Friends, on this Palm Sunday, let us join the saints before us in an act of faith. Let us begin 
with an act of prayer, an act of honesty, an act of transformation. Let us begin by drawing 
close to God and sharing the truth of our lives. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Jesus of Nazareth, we know that you spent your days teaching and healing. You marched 
through the streets and walked on water. You laid hands on the sick and broke bread at 
crowded dinner tables. Your good news was not confined to conversation. 
It was not confined to the Temple. Your good news was an act of love, alive in the world.   
Holy God, we long for a faith like that. Forgive us for the times when we confine our faith 
to something we think about, as opposed to something we act upon.  
Inspire us to love as you loved. Inspire us to act. With hope for tomorrow we pray. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Church family, whether or not you wave your palm branch, whether or not you live out your 
faith, whether or not you allow this good news to inspire your actions, God will never stop 
loving you. Jesus will never stop marching for you. The Spirit will never stop listening to you.  
Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven! 
 
Bell Choir:  The Palms - Faure 

        All Glory, Laud and Honor – Teschner/Callahan 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy One, whether we’ve heard the story of Jesus entering Jerusalem riding on a donkey 
before or if we’ve never heard this story before or the cries of "Hosanna," give us the 
wisdom to follow along. Give us the wisdom to hear these words. Give us the wisdom to 
take them into our hearts. Give us the wisdom to act on their truth. We are listening. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29 
  Matthew 21:1-11 
 The word of the Lord.  

Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON 

If able, please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Hymn #265   All Glory, Laud and Honor 
Please be seated. 

 
Koinonia Time (community; communion; fellowship; intimacy)  
                     (Please date, sign, and pass the pew pad to your neighbors)  
 
Sharing Joys and Concerns  
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator/Mother/Father/Spirit, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 
Let our hosannas to the one who brings liberation take form in our tithes and offerings. 
 
OFFERTORY - The Old Rugged Cross  by Innes 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host. 
Praise Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
Faithful God, we praise you that you love us and that you have come to us in Jesus to 
reconcile the world to yourself.  We offer you our gifts and pray that you teach us, like 
Jesus, to hand ourselves over in love for you, for one another and for all people.  Amen. 

 
Hymn #268 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 
 
BENEDICTION     
Beloved, as we move into the week ahead, may God bless you with the insight to know the 
way of Jesus, the courage to hold firm to the way of Jesus when the crowds try to lead you 
astray, and the strength to follow the way of Jesus, the way of God’s steadfast love that 
never fails. Amen. 
 
Postlude - Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem  by Asman 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted from Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 
the Word® Worship Companion, Copyright 2015 and Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A 
Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org, and https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-
planning/journeys-end-a-new-start/palm-passion-sunday-year-a-lectionary-planning-
notes/palm-passion-sunday-year-a-liturgical-resources. 
 
Copyright and streaming One License #A-720020  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Filming Disclosure: Our services are filmed and recorded for online viewers. As congregant's 
faces may be captured, your entry into the Sanctuary constitutes your consent to be 
photographed, filmed and/or otherwise recorded for streaming or social purposes.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 Head Ushers for March are Angela Stofflet and Herb Volk 

Today’s Ushers are Jen Flexer and Jess Reese 
Altar Guild the month of March are Karen Gossard and Lois-Ann Barndt 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pastor Barb’s contact information:  Email – pastorbarb90@gmail.com;  Cell 267-374-5692 
 
2026 Consistory 
Elders: Ron Grace, Tara Howell, Doris Lindmeier, Karen Peterson 
Deacons: Amanda Duffy (President), Cindy Grace, Lance Ide, Erin Rush, Evie Starkey, Angela 
Stofflet (Secretary), Herb Volk (V. President) 
Jen Flexer (Treasurer) 
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