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PRELUDE 
GREETING    

If able, please rise in body or in spirit 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Jeremiah said, “I am only a boy.”   
Moses said, “Who am I to do this work?”   
Mary said, “How can this be?”   
We often say, “But God, I am afraid.”  
Even when we are afraid, God invites us closer.   
So may we trust the Inviter.   
May we heed God’s invitation.   
May we summon our courage and sing God’s praise.  
Let us worship our courageous, inviting, calling God.  
 
Hymn #171 To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary 
 
    Please be seated 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
Friends, often in life, when we make mistakes, we want to keep those mistakes to ourselves. 
We don’t want to advertise our blunders. We don’t want to highlight our failings. We are 
tempted to brush those things under the rug and move on.   
But when it comes to God, there is nothing we need to brush under the rug. God welcomes 
and loves our full, honest, messy selves—blunders and all.  So let us go before God in prayer, 
trusting that there is nothing we need to hide from our Creator. 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Courageous God, you invite us to live into our call. You invite us to act, to serve, and to 
trust. Instead of responding with a resounding “yes,” we often hide our face. We dig our 
heels in. We look for someone else to volunteer. Spark courage in us. Remind us that 
every person is capable of making a difference. Remind us that even when we’re scared, 
we are not alone. You invite us forward. With baby steps we hope, we pray. Amen.   
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Family of faith,   
no matter where your path has led you in the past, today is a new day.  
So join me in declaring this good news:   
We are known. We are forgiven! We are sent to serve.   
May we step forward in faith, always moving closer to God’s call. Amen.  
 
SENIOR CHOIR   A Prayer for Advent  Williams/Nolan 
 
ADVENT WREATH CANDLELIGHTING 
Light two blue candles 
SING #165 vs. 1 & 2 When God Is a Child 
 
In a world full of fear, where do you see glimmers of joy?   
We see glimmers of joy in birthday candles and homemade cards. We see joy in the 
laughter of children and the delight of grandparents. We see joy in meals around the table 
and in the singing of Christmas songs.  We see joy when justice brings liberation and life to 
our neighbors. 
You are right. Even in a fearful world, joy is all around us.   
Today we light the candle of joy as a reminder of this good news.  
May this flicker of light help us remember that even in a fearful world, joy is here.  
Joy is real. We only have to look for it.   
 
Light pink candle.   
Thanks be to God for that good news!  Amen.  
 
SUNG RESPONSE #165 vs. 3 When God Is a Child 
 
WHITE GIFTS SERVICE  The Advent Wreath Christmas Program Sparkhouse 

http://www.standrewsucc.org/


HYMN #185  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy One, the story of this season is not a new one. We’ve heard this tale before. We’ve 
seen the nativities, watched the plays, sung the songs, witnessed the children act it out. The 
story of this season is not a new one, and yet we long to hear it as if it is. Spark our spirits 
awake. Call forth awareness, attention, and reverence in us. Allow us to hear this ancient 
tale with brand new ears. With hope we pray. Amen.   
 
Scripture:  Jeremiah 1:4-10 
  Luke 1:26-39 
The word of the Lord.  
Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it.  
 
Meditation 

If able, please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

Hymn #584  Come, Celebrate the Call of God 

             Please be seated  
 

Koinonia Time (community; communion; fellowship; intimacy)  
                     (Please date, sign, and pass the pew pad to your neighbors)  
 
Sharing Joys and Concerns  
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator/Mother/Father/Spirit, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY  
There is a simple joy to be found in sharing what we have. Regardless of how much or how 
little that may be, a portion belongs to God. What God desires is not an altar of sacrifices, 
but an outstretched hand. Give what you can, and delight in the joy your gift will bring. 
 
OFFERTORY 

If able, please stand in body or in spirit 
Offertory Response 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host. 
Praise Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
Precious God, take these gifts in the spirit they were given, with joy and love for our 
siblings near and far. We bring before you our gifts for the residents of Phoebe Home and 
Bethany Children’s Home. Use what we have here to bring that joy where it is needed 
most. Amen 
 
Hymn #167 Long Ago, Prophets Knew 
 
BENEDICTION 
In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. 
May you reach for each other’s hands. 
May you choose courage whenever you can. 
And in all things, may you remember 
that good news is louder than fear. 
In the name of the one who calls, 
the one who sends, and the one who journeys with us— 
go in peace and be not afraid. Amen. 
     
     Please be seated 
Postlude   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted from Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® 
Worship Companion, Copyright 2015 and What Do You Fear: Insisting on Hope This Advent, Words for 
Worship Advent-Epiphany, Worship and Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org.” and Sparkhouse Digital @2024. 



 
Copyright and streaming One License #A-720020  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Filming Disclosure: Our services are filmed and recorded for online viewers.  As 
congregant's faces may be captured, your entry into the Sanctuary constitutes your consent 
to be photographed, filmed and/or otherwise recorded for streaming or social purposes.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 Head Usher for December are Herb Volk and Ron Grace 

Ushers today are Doris Lindmeier and Ethel Detrich 
Altar Guild this week is Karen Gossard 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pastor Barb’s contact information:  Email – pastorbarb90@gmail.com;  Cell 267-374-5692 
 
Consistory 2025 
Elders:  Ron Grace, Doris Lindmeier, Lee Metzger (President), Karen Peterson 
Deacons: Robert Creager, Cindy Grace, Tara Howell, Lance Ide, Erin Rush,  
Herb Volk (Vice President)  
Consistory Secretary – Angela Stofflet; Treasurer – Jen Flexer 
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