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November 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent

Liturgist: Kathy Fretz

PRELUDE
GREETING

ADVENT WREATH CANDLELIGHTING

In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?

We see hope when we look to the next generation.

We feel hopeful when we gather together.

We know hope, deep in our bones, when we dream of a better world.

You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us.

Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this
flicker of light help us remember that we have reason to hope.

(Light one blue candle.)

Thanks be to God! Amen.

SUNG RESPONSE #165 vs.1 When God Is a Child

If able, please rise in body or in spirit
CALL TO WORSHIP
On Sundays and Mondays,
on good days and bad days,
early in the morning and very late at night,
here in this room, and out in the world,
God, we long for you to break in.
Meet us in this space.
Surprise us with your presence.
Fill this room with your good news.
With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

Hymn #161 People Look East

Please be seated

CALL TO CONFESSION

Friends, if you long to feel closer to God, then the Prayer of Confession is a step in the right direction.
For in the Prayer of Confession, we lay our hearts before God. We pour out the truth of our lives. We
do not hide anything from our Creator, and in that simple act, God somehow always feels closer. So,
join me in this prayer. Join me as we invite God to draw closer, to break in here.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Ever-present God,

we long to feel you close.

We long to feel your presence in our lives.

We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world.

However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in our midst.
Forgive our rushing and distractions.

Forgive our wandering hearts and center us in this space.

Remind us that even in the time of Herod,

even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Family of faith,

even when we doubt God’s presence,

even when we fail to notice God’s fingerprints in this world,
God is always moving closer to us.

Hear and believe the good news this Advent season:
Nothing can keep God’s love away.

We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.
SENIOR CHOIR Advent Promise Martin/Paige

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

With-us God,

in the time of Moses, you spoke through water in the desert and a pillar of smoke. In the time of the
judges, you spoke through the prophets. In the time of Herod, you spoke through angel choruses and
unlikely miracles. In every time you have been speaking.

So today, in our time, we ask that you would speak again. Break through the chatter and the
distraction of our weary minds and speak to us once more. With hope we pray, Amen.


http://www.standrewsucc.org/

Lamentations 3:55-57

Luke 1:5-13

The word of the Lord.

Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it.

Scripture:

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
If able, please rise in body or in spirit.

Hymn #153 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Please be seated

Koinonia Time (community; communion; fellowship; intimacy)
(Please date, sign, and pass the pew pad to your neighbors)

Sharing Joys and Concerns
Prayers of Intercession

Lord’s Prayer

Our Creator/Mother/Father/Spirit, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
Come with gratitude and joy to the table of the Lord.
Bring the works of your hands and the gifts of your lives as an offering of praise.

OFFERTORY
If able, please stand in body or in spirit
Offertory Response
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host.
Praise Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

We give you thanks and praise, O God, that you have built us up in faith and bound us
together in love. By your grace, may all that we do show the glory of your name and serve
the good of your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
(If you are participating online, you’re invited to have the elements of bread and the fruit of
the vine or something similar to join us around Christ’s Table.)

INVITATION

COMMUNION PRAYER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

With-us God, our thanks and praise often fade in this fearful world we live in.

If we’re honest, we come to this Table today with the taste of fear on our tongues.....
Now with the hope of a better tomorrow, we join with the entire company of heaven and
with your people who live in this hope, we praise you and join in the never-ending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
SHARING OF THE MEAL
(If you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and the pastor
will bring communion to you.)
Please stand in body or in spirit.



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Loving God, in a world racked with fear, you gather us together.

You set the table. You meet us here. You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits.
You remind us that this is a joyful feast, and that fear cannot win every time.

So with renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us out into
the world. Help us to feed others as you have fed us. With gratitude we pray, Amen.
Hymn #154 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
BENEDICTION

In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit.

May you reach for each other’s hands.

May you choose courage whenever you can.

And in all things, may you remember

that good news is louder than fear.

In the name of the one who calls,

the one who sends, and the one who journeys with us—
go in peace and be not afraid. Amen.

Please be seated
Postlude

Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted from Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word®
Worship Companion, Copyright 2015 and What Do You Fear: Insisting on Hope This Advent, Words for
Worship Advent-Epiphany, Worship and Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC |
sanctifiedart.org.”

Copyright and streaming One License #A-720020

Pastor Barb’s contact information: Email — pastorbarb90@gmail.com; Cell 267-374-5692

Consistory 2025

Elders: Ron Grace, Doris Lindmeier, Lee Metzger (President), Karen Peterson
Deacons: Robert Creager, Cindy Grace, Tara Howell, Lance Ide, Erin Rush,
Herb Volk (Vice President)

Consistory Secretary — Angela Stofflet; Treasurer — Jen Flexer

Filming Disclosure: Our services are filmed and recorded for online viewers. As
congregant's faces may be captured, your entry into the Sanctuary constitutes your consent
to be photographed, filmed and/or otherwise recorded for streaming or social purposes.

Head Usher for November Lee Metzger & Tara Howell
Ushers today are Erin Rush and Karen Peterson
Communion Servers are Cindy & Ron Grace
Altar Guild for the month of November are Karen Gossard, Lois-Ann Barndt and Barb
Kieffer

St. Andrew’s White Gift Service
The suggestions for Phoebe are listed below for the White Gift Service on Sunday,
December 7t at 10:15 AM. The White Gift Service is a long-time tradition at St. Andrew’s.
Please choose a gift from the list, wrap in white tissue paper and mark the outside with
“Phoebe” male or female. If you would prefer to give a monetary donation, please place
your gift in an envelope and mark it appropriately. All checks should be made payable to
St. Andrew’s U.C.C (one check will be sent with all donations included). An offering plate
will be available. Thank you for sharing in the holiday spirit of blessing others.

Gift suggestions: general items such as packs of tissues, hand lotion, chocolates without
nuts, DVDs and CDs of classic movies or music, soft snacks such as Tastykakes, easy large
print puzzle books, Adult coloring books and colored pencils, fleece or sweatshirts with
zippers, Beanie Baby-sized stuffed animals. These items are always enjoyed by the
resident.
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ADVENT
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Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Love, the Rose, is on the way.
Love, the Star, is on the way.
Love, the Lord, is on the way.
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WORDS: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1963) BESANCON

MUSIC: French melody; arr. Martin Shaw (1875-1958) 8.79.8.8.7.



ADVENT

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 153
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1 Come, thou long - ex - pect-ed Je - sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo - ple to de-liv-er, born a child and yet a king,
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Is-rael’s strength and con-so - la - tion, hope of all the earth thou art;
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WORDS: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) HYFRYDOL
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154 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Refrain (Harmony)
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MUSIC: Rowland I Prichard (1811-1887); arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

8.7.8.7.D.
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WORDS: Latin, 9th ¢ ; tr. John M. Neale (1818-1866); vss. 3 and 4 tr. Henry S. Coffin (1877-1954) VENI EMMANUEL
MUSIC: French melody, 15th c.; harm. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890)

L.M.Ref.



“All T want for Christmas!
DECEMBER 14,2025 | 4:30PM

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
615 E. WALNUT STREET, PERKASIE, PA 18944

: TICKETS ARE $15
BUY TICKETS ONLINE USING THE QR CODE
OR AT WWW.STANDREWSUCC.ORG
OR
CALL US AT (215)-257-2880

**SEATING IS LIMITED™



