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PRELUDE 
GREETING    

If able, please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (Psalm 26:7-8) 
Sing a song of thanksgiving. 
Declare God’s wondrous deeds. 
For the Lord dwells among the people; 
The glory of God abides with us.  
 
Hymn #59  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  

 
Please be seated 

 
Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
Redeemer and Guide, we travel with you because you never leave us. Yet, sometimes we 
drift from the path of life you give us. Rather than holding fast to what is good, we 
compromise with evil. Rather than persevering in prayer, we dwell in anger, rage, and 
conspiracies. Rather than sharing our blessings and pursuing hospitality, we hoard the 
resources you have given us to share. Help us to live in love and harmony with one 
another. Empower us to pursue peace for all. Let us overcome and overwhelm evil with 
good, compassion, and hope in your name. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Beloved, wherever we go becomes holy ground because God goes with us. Be firm in hope 
that the God who met Moses through a burning bush will meet us wherever we may seek 
strength, encouragement, and the will to live in righteousness, justice, and peace. By the 
grace of Jesus Christ, all these things are possible. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy Spirit, who spoke to Moses from the burning bush, speak to us now in the reading and 
proclaiming of your word. Amen.  
 
SCRIPTURE:  Exodus 3:1-15 
  Matthew 16:21-28 
The word of the Lord.  
Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
SERMON 

If able, please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

Hymn #618  Go Down, Moses 
     
    Please be seated. 
      
Koinonia Time (community; communion; fellowship; intimacy)  
                     (Please date, sign, and pass the pew pad to your neighbors)  
 
Sharing Joys and Concerns 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator/Mother/Father/Spirit, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 
The apostle Paul encourages us: do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. In 
service to the Lord, we now return to God a portion of the bounty God has provided.  
 
OFFERTORY     

If able, please rise in body or in spirit. 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Praise Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen. 
    
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy God of holy ground, like Moses, we question our fitness to serve heaven’s purposes 
on earth. Overcome our qualms with the assurance of your presence; bless these offerings 
that, through them, we may do your will. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(If you are participating online, you’re invited to have the elements of bread and the fruit of 
the vine or something similar to join us around Christ’s Table.) 
 
INVITATION 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, we praise and bless you… 
With the faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name: 
Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, 
the whole universe speaks of your glory, 
O God Most High. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, …we may be united with Christ and with one 
another and we may continue faithful in all things.  
In the strength Christ gives us, we offer ourselves to you, eternal God, and give thanks 
that you have called us to serve you. Amen.  
 
SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
(If you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and the pastor 
will bring communion to you.) 
 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known the presence of 
Christ and have received all Christ’s gifts. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one 
another, and let us show forth your praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.  
 
Hymn #587  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 
 
BENEDICTION   
With the assurance that God makes the ground holy, hear the cries of the people and join 
the work of deliverance. Go in peace to serve and love God, through the love of Christ and 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Postlude  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted from Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 
the Word® Worship Companion, Copyright 2015 and After Pentecost 14A - August 30 - 
United Church of Christ 
Copyright and streaming One License #A-720020  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Filming Disclosure: Our services are filmed and recorded for online viewers. As congregant's 
faces may be captured, your entry into the Sanctuary constitutes your consent to be 
photographed, filmed and/or otherwise recorded for streaming or social purposes.  
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Head Ushers for August are Amanda Duffy and Tara Howell 

Today’s Ushers are Doris Lindmeier and Karen Peterson 
Altar Guild representatives for August are Ethel Dietrich and Doris Lindmeier 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pastor Barb’s contact information:  Email – pastorbarb90@gmail.com;  Cell 267-374-5692 
 
2026 Consistory 
Elders: Ron Grace, Tara Howell, Doris Lindmeier, Karen Peterson 
Deacons: Amanda Duffy (President), Cindy Grace, Lance Ide, Erin Rush, Evie Starkey, Angela 
Stofflet (Secretary), Herb Volk (V. President) 
Jen Flexer (Treasurer) 
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