
         ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Perkasie, Pennsylvania 

Rev. Barbara Pence 
Phone (215) 257-2880             Website: www.standrewsucc.org 
9:00 am Faith Formation                   10:15 am Worship Service 

August 23, 2026                                                                                      Liturgist: Robin Ide 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost                                      
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRELUDE 
GREETING    

If able, please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
Blessed be the Holy One. If it had not been God on our side—the people proclaim! 
With God on our side, we find our help in the name of the Holy One! 
Blessed be the Holy One, who draws us from aimlessness, despair, and bitterness. 
With God on our side, we find purpose, hope, and peace. 
Blessed be the Holy One, who calls us to love one another—neighbors, enemies, family and 
friends. 
With God on our side, we find compassion, grace, and mercy for one another. Blessed be 
the Holy One! 
 
Hymn #56  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 
 

Please be seated 
 

PRAYER FOR TANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 
Sovereign God, we often forget important truths and lessons the past offers us, devalue 
the relationships brought to us, and misuse the power given to us. Help us to live in truth, 
with integrity, and for peace. May love and compassion guide us in all our actions and 
interactions. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Body of Christ, in the words of Romans 12:2, “Do not be conformed to this age, but be 
transformed by the renewing of the minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God–
what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Receive the grace of God and the power of being 

in community to proceed in the newness of life as the God who loves us draws us from the 
threat of the depths into the hope of a blessed future. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Ever-present God, who is at the side of every creature in creation. Renew our lives through 
your Word so that we may discern and do your will, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Ruth 1: 1-9; 16-18                          
The word of the Lord.  
Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
Scripture:  Ruth 4:11-17 
SERMON:   “Ripples from Faithfulness” -  Rev. Andrew Hostetter  

 
If able, please rise in body or in spirit. 

 
Hymn #542  They Did Not Build in Vain 
     
    Please be seated. 
      
Koinonia Time (community; communion; fellowship; intimacy)  
                     (Please date, sign, and pass the pew pad to your neighbors)  
 
Sharing Joys and Concerns 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator/Mother/Father/Spirit, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 
Children of God, present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. As an 
act of worship, let us now return to God our offering. 
 
OFFERTORY     

If able, please rise in body or in spirit. 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Praise Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen. 
    
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Gracious God, thank you for your blessings. Increase in us generosity, compassion, and 
courage to tend to the children of the world, providing for their needs and being a source 
of your good news. With thanksgiving, we pray in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Hymn #544 The Church’s One Foundation 
 
BENEDICTION   
Beloved, God calls us to use our power wisely and in the service of those the world has 
disempowered. May God bless you with the courage to notice injustices in the world and 
the perseverance to keep showing up with God and one another as we empower one 
another to set the world aright. Amen. 
 
Postlude  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted from Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 
the Word® Worship Companion, Copyright 2015,  After Pentecost 13A - August 23 - United 
Church of Christ, and Discipleship.  
 
Copyright and streaming One License #A-720020  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Filming Disclosure: Our services are filmed and recorded for online viewers. As congregant's 
faces may be captured, your entry into the Sanctuary constitutes your consent to be 
photographed, filmed and/or otherwise recorded for streaming or social purposes.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Head Ushers for August are Amanda Duffy and Tara Howell 
Today’s Ushers are Herb Volk and Ethel Dietrich 

Altar Guild representatives for August are Ethel Dietrich and Doris Lindmeier 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pastor Barb’s contact information:  Email – pastorbarb90@gmail.com;  Cell 267-374-5692 
 
2026 Consistory 
Elders: Ron Grace, Tara Howell, Doris Lindmeier, Karen Peterson 
Deacons: Amanda Duffy (President), Cindy Grace, Lance Ide, Erin Rush, Evie Starkey, Angela 
Stofflet (Secretary), Herb Volk (V. President) 
Jen Flexer (Treasurer) 

 
This morning we welcome the Rev. Andrew Hostetter and Jackie Manbeck from God’s 
Precious Children.   
 

Tuition Sponsorship Program (TSP) 
TSP is a program dedicated to connecting sponsors with 
destitute children who need an education in Bong 
County, Liberia. TSP not only pays a child’s tuition fees, 
but creates a supportive relationship between donor and 
student. Sponsors can choose to support a child for a 
single year, or can support them until high school 
graduation.  
 
Each year, sponsors receive an updated photo and 
profile with details of your students’ favorite hobbies, 

favorite school subjects, prayer requests, and a letter. Sometimes your student is not able 
to write a letter because of lack of material, or their letter came in after we left the country. 
 
Tuition for each student is paid once yearly by our sponsors, and the cost varies based on 
grade level and school. 
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