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PRELUDE
GREETING
If able, please rise in body or in spirit

CALL TO WORSHIP (Isaiah 55:10-12)

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they
have watered the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which | purpose and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands.

Hymn #701 There’s a Quiet Understanding

Please be seated.

CALL TO CONFESSION

Too often we try to plant our faith in the shallow ways of the world and we quickly wilt
away. Come let us plant our faith in Jesus Christ trusting that through the water of
forgiveness we will grow and bloom.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Faithful God, your word falls on hardened ground when we think we know what to expect
as if this were a safe and predictable place. Till our hardened hearts, pull the weeds that
choke out the movement of your Spirit and remove the rocks that keep your Word from
taking root in our hearts. Forgive us and transform our lives into good soil that receives

your good news and bears your fruit a hundredfold and more. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
God’s word of forgiveness shall not return empty. May the good news of forgiveness through
Christ take root in your lives and accomplish a new life filled with joy and peace.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Loving God, you created life in us and all around us. Open us to receive your gifts of your
world and your word that we may be not just hearers of the word, but doers also. Amen.

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The word of the Lord.
Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
If able, please rise in body or in spirit.

Hymn #132 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart

Please be seated.

Koinonia Time (community; communion; fellowship; intimacy)
(Please date, sign, and pass the pew pad to your neighbors)

Sharing Joys and Concerns
Prayers of Intercession

Lord’s Prayer

Our Creator/Mother/Father/Spirit, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO GENEROSITY
Let us offer the fruit of our lives to God so the seeds of good news might spread far and
wide.

OFFERTORY
If able, please rise in body or in spirit.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host;
Praise Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
You call us to sow your word in all times and places, even when the ground is hard and
shallow. For faith is a gift that comes from you, and fruitful discipleship is the work of your
Spirit in us. May the gifts we offer this day spread the good news of abundant life in
Christ. Amen.

Please be seated.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
(If you are participating online, you’re invited to have the elements of bread and the fruit of
the vine or something similar to join us around Christ’s Table.)

INVITATION

This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Diverse people coming from the east and the
west, from the north and the south, to gather about Christ’s table.

This table is for all people who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the
community of God’s people.

COMMUNION PRAYER

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God Most High.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation....

With the faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name:
Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty,

the whole universe speaks of your glory,

O God Most High.

COMMUNION PRAYER CONTINUES

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine, and bless us that as
we receive them at this table, we may offer you our faith and praise, we may be united with
Christ and with one another and we may continue faithful in all things.

In the strength Christ gives us, we offer ourselves to you, eternal God, and give thanks that
you have called us to serve you. Amen.

SHARING THE ELEMENTS
(If you are unable to come forward for communion, please let an usher know and the pastor
will bring communion to you.)

Please rise in body or in spirit.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known the presence of
Christ and have received all Christ’s gifts. Strengthen our faith to follow Jesus, increase our
love for one another spreading the seeds of good news far and wide, and let us show forth
your praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Hymn #706 | Come with Joy

BENEDICTION

Disciples of Christ, sow the gospel wherever you go, not judging the soil on which you stand,

for God brings forth fruit from unexpected places. May God bless you so the seeds you sow
will bring forth abundant life. Amen.

Postlude




Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted from Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on
the Word® Worship Companion, Copyright 2015.

Copyright and streaming One License #A-720020

Filming Disclosure: Our services are filmed and recorded for online viewers. As congregant's
faces may be captured, your entry into the Sanctuary constitutes your consent to be
photographed, filmed and/or otherwise recorded for streaming or social purposes.

Head Ushers for July are Amanda Duffy and Karen Peterson
Today’s Ushers are Lee Metzger and Ruth Yothers
Communion Servers this morning are Tara Howell and Evie Starkey
Altar Guild representatives for July are Ethel Dietrich and Doris Lindmeier

Pastor Barb’s contact information: Email — pastorbarb90@gmail.com; Cell 267-374-5692

2026 Consistory

Elders: Ron Grace, Tara Howell, Doris Lindmeier, Karen Peterson

Deacons: Amanda Duffy (President), Cindy Grace, Lance Ide, Erin Rush, Evie Starkey, Angela
Stofflet (Secretary), Herb Volk (V. President)

Jen Flexer (Treasurer)

HOLY COMMUNION

701  There’s a Quiet Understanding
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WORDS and MUSIC: Tedd Smith {1927-)
Words and Music € 1973 Hope Publishing Company

QUIET UNDERSTANDING
Irregular
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THE HOLY SPIRIT

132 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart
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2 I ask no dream, no proph - et ec - sta - sies,
3 Did you not bid us love vyou, God and King,
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5 Teach me to love you as your an - gels love,
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Stoop to my weak - mess, might - y as you  are,
no an - gel vis - 1 - tant, no o - pening skies,
1 see  your cross— there teach my heart to cling.
to check the ris - ing doubt, the reb - el  sigh;
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but take the dim -ness of my soul a - way.
O let me seek you and (0] let me find!
teach me the pa-tience of un - an - swered prayer.
my heart an al - tar, and your love the flame.
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WORDS: George Croly (1780-1860), alt. MORECAMBE

MUSIC: Frederick C. Ackinson (1841-1897)

10.10.10.10.

HOLY COMMUNION

706 I Come with Joy
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all  are fed, the new com - mu ni of love in
vi - sion  ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
ev - er near, is in  such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
God has  done, we'll go with joy, to give the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mun - ion  bread, in Christ’s com - mun - ion  bread.
stran - gers now are friends, and stran - gers are  friends.
live a - mong us  here, a- livv a - mong us  here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.
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WORDS: Brian Wren (1936-) DOVE OF PEACE
8.6.8.6.6.

MUSIC: American melody; arr. Austin C. Lovelace (1919- )

Words € 1971, 1995 Hope Publishing Conpany
1977 Hope Publishing Company




Help our FISH kids get off to a great year of school!

Donations can be brought to church with the last day for collection being July 26™. There is

a bin in the foyer.

School bags with laptop sleeves

Plastic folders with clasp - Plastic folders without clasp

Primary composition books
Headphones — Flash Drives - Earbuds
College-ruled composition book
College-ruled notebook paper
Pointed scissors (secondary)

Wedge erasers - Pencil top erasers
Index cards - Post-It notes

Dry erase markers (non-toxic) - Highlighters
Crayola Markers Broad and Thin
Crayola colored pencils

Glue sticks — Pencil sharpeners
Stylus

Dividers - Binders

Black Sharpie markers

Blue, black, red pens

Hands sanitizers (alcohol-free)
Amazon Wishlist Link:
https://a.co/6Xa52Yx
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