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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PRELUDE 
GREETING    

If able, please rise in body or in spirit 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (based on Psalm 145) 
O Lord, you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
You are good to all people, with compassion for all of your creation.  
All your works give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your faithful people bless you. 
They speak of the glory of your realm and tell of your wondrous deeds.  
You are faithful in your words, O Lord, and gracious in all your deeds. 
You uphold all who are falling and raise up those who are bowed down. 
Let us worship God. 
 
Hymn #729  Lift Every Voice and Sing 
 
    Please be seated. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
Let us open our lives to God’s healing presence, seeking peace with God and reconciliation 
with our neighbors. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of all nations and all peoples, we come before you from different perspectives. Some 
come in a spirit of celebration. Others bring lament and despair. Although Christ is among 
us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a 
broken world. The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas. 
The fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against 

nation. We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and 
have turned them into bonds of oppression. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to serve you in the world as 
agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? 
Only Christ, and Christ died for us; Christ rose for us. Christ reigns in power for us. Christ 
prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has 
begun. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Merciful God, in this moment of stillness, wash us clean of our presumptions. Receive us as 
your weary children. Then, by the power of your Spirit, bless us with a word that revives, for 
we pray in the name of Jesus, your living Word. Amen.  
 
SCRIPTURE:  Romans 7:15-25a 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  
           The word of the Lord.  
           Blessed are they that hear the word of God and keep it.  
  
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE      
SERMON        

If able, please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
Hymn #457 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 

Please be seated. 

Koinonia Time (community; communion; fellowship; intimacy)  
                     (Please date, sign, and pass the pew pad to your neighbors)  
 
Sharing Joys and Concerns 
Prayers of Intercession 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator/Mother/Father/Spirit, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 
Every day, each of us is challenged to yield our lives to God’s purposes. May the offerings we 
now bring symbolize our yielding.  
 
OFFERTORY     

If able, please rise in body or in spirit. 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, you heavenly host; 
Praise Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen. 
    
PRAYER OF DEDICATION     
Compassionate God, as we present these offerings, we also tender our lives. Bless and 
multiply these gifts, that they may be used to proclaim the glory of your kingdom. May 
they make known to all people the power of your saving acts. Amen. 
 
Hymn #728 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand 
 
BENEDICTION   
Siblings in Christ, sin distorts even the good gifts of God: the law, the church, our own 
desires—but this need not lead us to despair, 
For God’s love has overcome, 
is overcoming, will overcome 
sin’s power at work in the world.  
May the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, Mother us all, bless 
you and sustain you this day and forevermore. Amen.  
 
Postlude  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted from Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 
the Word® Worship Companion, Copyright 2015 and Worship Resources for July 5, 2026 - 
Call to Worship. 
 
Copyright and streaming One License #A-720020  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Filming Disclosure: Our services are filmed and recorded for online viewers. As congregant's 
faces may be captured, your entry into the Sanctuary constitutes your consent to be 
photographed, filmed and/or otherwise recorded for streaming or social purposes.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Head Ushers for July are Amanda Duffy and Karen Peterson 

Today’s Ushers are Doris Lindmeier and Ethel Dietrich 
Altar Guild representatives for July are Ethel Dietrich and Doris Lindmeier 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pastor Barb’s contact information:  Email – pastorbarb90@gmail.com;  Cell 267-374-5692 
 
2026 Consistory 
Elders: Ron Grace, Tara Howell, Doris Lindmeier, Karen Peterson 
Deacons: Amanda Duffy (President), Cindy Grace, Lance Ide, Erin Rush, Evie Starkey, Angela 
Stofflet (Secretary), Herb Volk (V. President) 
Jen Flexer (Treasurer) 
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Help our FISH kids get off to a great year of school! 

Donations can be brought to church with the last day for collection being July 26th. There is 
a bin in the foyer. 
 

School bags with laptop sleeves 

Plastic folders with clasp - Plastic folders without clasp 

Primary composition books 

Headphones – Flash Drives - Earbuds 

College-ruled composition book  

College-ruled notebook paper 

Pointed scissors (secondary) 

Wedge erasers - Pencil top erasers 

Index cards - Post-It notes 

Dry erase markers (non-toxic) - Highlighters 

Crayola Markers Broad and Thin 

Crayola colored pencils 

Glue sticks – Pencil sharpeners 

Stylus 

Dividers - Binders 

Black Sharpie markers 

Blue, black, red pens 

Hands sanitizers (alcohol-free) 

Amazon Wishlist Link: 

https://a.co/6Xa52Yx 

Thank you for your support of our local missions. 

We greatly appreciate the members from St. Andrew's UCC who came to FISH to 
help complete various tasks. Some volunteers helped check school bags and sort 
supplies. Others helped beautify the grounds by planting flowers. Thank you for all 
the assistance. 
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