
 

THE REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

REMEMBER – CELEBRATE – ACT 
GOING BEYOND THE DREAM – INTO BEYOND VIET NAM! 

And we must know on some positions, cowardice asks the question, “Is it safe?”  

 Expediency asks the question, “Is it politic?” Vanity asks the question, “Is it popular?” 

But conscience asks the question, “Is it right?” And there’re times when you must take a stand 

that is neither safe nor politic nor popular, but you must do it because it is right. 

AND SO, HE CALLED OUT the triple evils of racism, economic exploitation, and militarism.  Read 

entire article here: https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/02/martin-

luther-king-hungry-club-forum/552533/ - based on his 1967 speech “America’s Chief Moral 

Dilemma.”  The Triple Evils of POVERTY, RACISM and MILITARISM are forms of violence 

that exist in a vicious cycle. They are interrelated, all-inclusive, and stand as barriers to our 

living in the Beloved Community. 

On April 4, 1967, exactly one year before his assassination, Dr. Martin Luther King gave 
his first major public address on the War in Vietnam at a meeting of Clergy and Laity 
Concerned at Riverside Church in New York City. In that address he articulated his 
reasons for his opposition to the Southeast Asian conflict. His speech "Beyond Vietnam" 
was condemned by many civil rights leaders who thought it hurt their cause. It 
incensed President Lyndon Johnson, who revoked King's invitation to the White House.  
But as MLK stated, "The calling to speak is often a vocation of agony, but we must speak.” 

Commentaries on his speech can be found here: 

 AntiWar.com - Martin Luther King's Speech Against the Vietnam War 
 Seattle Times - Remember the man and the hero, not just half the dream 

Full text and audio of the Beyond Vietnam speech can be found here: 
http://mlkkpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/documentsentry/doc_beyond_vietnam/ 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/02/martin-luther-king-hungry-club-forum/552533/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/02/martin-luther-king-hungry-club-forum/552533/
http://antiwar.com/orig/bromwich.php?articleid=12844
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/special/mlk/perspectives/reflections/bond.html
http://mlkkpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/documentsentry/doc_beyond_vietnam/


“'A time comes when silence is betrayal,’ King told the crowd gathered at 

Riverside Baptist Church in New York. He indicated that his commitment to 

non-violence left him little choice.  ‘I knew that I could never again raise my 

voice against the violence of the oppressed in the ghettos, without having first 

spoken clearly to the greatest purveyor of violence in the world: my own 

government.’” 

A recent article reflecting on that speech: 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/01/13/martin-luther-

king-jr-beyond-vietnam-speech/96501636/ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And here are a few quotes from his Letter from Birmingham Jail: 

“I must confess that over the past few years I have been gravely disappointed with 

the white moderate. I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's 

great stumbling block in his stride toward freedom is not the White Citizen's 

Counciler or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate, who is more devoted to 

'order' than to justice; who prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to 

a positive peace which is the presence of justice…” 

And of course: Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.  

Additional quotes from his years of ministry:  

I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism 

and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a reality... I believe 

that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word.  

The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people but the silence over that 

by the good people. 

Capitalism does not permit an even flow of economic resources. With this system, a small 

privileged few are rich beyond conscience, and almost all others are doomed to be poor at some 

level. That's the way the system works. And since we know that the system will not change the 

rules, we are going to have to change the system. 

Don't let anybody make you think God chose America as His divine messianic force to be a sort 

of policeman of the whole world. 

Our scientific power has outrun our spiritual power. We have guided missiles and misguided 

men. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Never forget that everything Hitler did in Germany was legal. 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/01/13/martin-luther-king-jr-beyond-vietnam-speech/96501636/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/01/13/martin-luther-king-jr-beyond-vietnam-speech/96501636/


I submit that an individual who breaks a law that conscience tells him is unjust, and who 

willingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment in order to arouse the conscience of the 

community over its injustice, is in reality expressing the highest respect for law. 

A riot is the language of the unheard. 

Any religion that professes to be concerned about the souls of men and is not concerned about the 

slums that damn them, the economic conditions that strangle them and the social conditions that 

cripple them is a spiritually moribund religion awaiting burial. 

A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on military defense than on 

programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual doom. 

Wars are poor chisels for carving out peaceful tomorrows. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And so, his legacy of building up the Beloved Community by working for a peace based 

on justice through creative and courageous acts of nonviolence, continues with such 

organizations as 9-11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows – whose slogan is MLK’s quote: 

“Wars are poor chisels for carving out peaceful tomorrows.” (www.peacefultomorrows.org)  

and 

THE CATHOLIC NONVIOLENCE INITIATIVE! – https://nonviolencejustpeace.net/ 

 

So, let us go beyond the often white-washed “dream” and into the challenges of Beyond 

Viet Nam which will demand a prophetic stance in a world asleep and dreaming, in 

order to awaken us to the vision of the Beloved Community! 

 

 

Submitted by Richard DeBona - rdebona@ccsomn.org - Coordinator, Parish Social Ministry: charity, justice and peacemaking, 

Catholic Charities of Southern MN, Mankato. 
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