


EASTERN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
Chairman, Wes McCart, Stevens County Commissioner 
Vice- Chairman, Art Swannack, Whitman County Commissioner 
Secretary, Michael Heath, Ferry County Commissioner 
Treasurer, Jo Gilchrist, Lincoln County Commissioner 

January 16, 2024 

Calvin Terada 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Seattle, WA 

Re: Possible EPA Listing of Lake Roosevelt and the Uplands area on the National Priorities List 
(Superfund Designation) 

Mr. Terada, 

The members of the Eastern Washington Council of Governments consist of the following 
counties in Eastern Washington: Adams, Asotin, Columbia, Ferry, Franklin, Douglas, Garfield, 
Grant, Lincoln, Kittitas, Pend Oreille, Stevens, Okanogan, Walla Walla, Whitman, and Yakima. 

The members of the EWCOG oppose the listing of Lake Roosevelt from Grand Coulee Dam to 
the Canadian Border and the Uplands area of the Columbia River on the National Priorities List 
or any Superfund designation at this time. Further, we will reconsider that position only after 
completion of the Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Studies are complete and we have had 
adequate time to review these documents and the data that accompanies them. 

Respectfully, 

~~ 

Cc: Senator Murray, Senator Cantwell, Congresswoman McMorris-Rodgers, Congressman Newhouse, Senator 
Short, Representative Kretz, Representative Maycumber 

c/o 215 South Oak Street, Colville, WA 99114 
Phone: 509-684-3751 
Email: fccoclerk@co.ferry.wa.us 



Wes Mccart 
District No. 1 

Mark Burrows 
District No. 2 

Greg Young 
District No. 3 

Mailing Address: 215 South Oak St., Colville, WA 99114-2861 
Location Address: 230 East Birch, Colville 

Phone: 509-684-3751 Fax: 509-684-8310 TTY 800-833-6388 
Email: commissioners@stevenscountywa.gov 

January 16, 2024 

Calvin Terada 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Seattle, WA 

Jonnie R. Brown 
Clerk of the Board 

Tammi Renfro 
Deputy Clerk of the Board 

Tonya Schuerman 
Administrative Assistant 

Re: Possible EPA Listing of Lake Roosevelt and the Uplands area on the National Priorities List (Superfund Designation) 

We as local elected officials do not concur with the EPA that NPL listing is needed or warranted at this time. We do 
not relinquish our authority as elected officials over to the governor, and we oppose any NPL or Superfund listing 
until such time as the RI/FS process is complete and any listing is reviewed, based on science, targeted in areas 
needing cleanup (if any), and any cleanup can be done safely to an agreed upon standard. 

EPA has not been forthcoming with information, communication, or the process. This is a chase after dollars. EPA 
refers to the fact that there will be new guidance, based on CDC guidance for lead levels in soil, which we are told 
will be somewhere between 100-200 ppm. The uplands area is a mining district for lead and other minerals. This 
new level has science-based questions about its validity, as it is extrapolated, and has no science-based connection 
to blood levels in vulnerable populations. This new guidance, which is not complete yet, will not match what we 
have as regulated metal levels in Washington. This is but one reason to follow the process and not concur on NPL 
Listing. 

An example of the EPA not being forth coming with information is the lack of any meaningful communication since 
a presentation was done in front of the Eastern Washington Council of Governments {EWCOG) late this summer. 
Since then, we have heard of no activity on this subject. Yet after inquiry to other entities, we have learned that 
the Governor has delivered a concurrence letter on NPL Listing to EPA (without any local input) and that the 
Upland Baseline Ecological Assessment was released on or about December 15, 2023. Although we have obtained 
a copy of this Assessment, it is still not available on the EPA website, and we have not heard from any EPA 
representative that this release of information occurred. 

We further dispute the fact that listing the entire area on the NPL will lead to any money for cleanup or that 
cleanup can be done safely over the entire area identified for cleanup. We also dispute the fact that even 
unidentified properties require cleanup. EPA representatives have alluded to the Uplands area needing cleanup as 
"residential." If fact, we commissioners set the zoning standards for all properties in Stevens County. Only a small 
portion of sites tested are zoned as residential. Most are zoned forest. Given some time, we have the tools to 
identify which areas are likely to develop over time and which are not. We have done this with great accuracy in 
other parts of the County for residential water use. 
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We are including a copy of our letter to Governor lnslee that outlines more reasons to be opposed to this 
premature listing. 

The EPA has stated repeatedly that you want to work with the local residents and local elected officials to make 
sure our areas are safe and comply with regulated standards, yet we have been ignored, continue to be left out of 
the loop, and continue to be a victim of federal agency overreach, all in the name of chasing federal funding that 
has no guarantee of coming. Meanwhile, we are left with picking up the pieces of a ruined economy, tax shift 
burden and recreational questions from the public all caused by a premature overreach of listing without finishing 
the process laid out in the RI/FS studies being completed. 

The EPA made a promise some twenty years ago to complete the RI/FS studies prior to any consideration of listing. 
Chasing money that may never come and may not create a situation of needed cleanup, while ignoring the bad 
effects that can come from NPL Listing is wrong. 

If the EPA continues to move forward with a NPL Listing (Superfund Designation) without completing the RI/FS 
studies first, you leave us with no other option but to challenge your actions in court. This seems like a big waste 
of public funds on both sides when after twenty years of waiting for the RI/FS studies to be complete, we are only 
a couple of years away. 

Please reconsider moving forward with any NPL listing at this time, finish the RI/FS studies as soon as possible, and 
let's work together to find solutions to any public health and safety and ecological concerns that exists. We are 
willing to help, as this is our backyard, and you need us as a partner not an adversary. 

Respectfully, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
STEVENS COUNTY, WASHINGTON - ~~--- 

Cc: Senator Murray, Senator Cantwell, Congresswoman McMorris-Rodgers, Congressman Newhouse, Senator 
Short, Representative Kretz, Representative Maycumber 
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