
Teck American – Investing in the Community – 2023 
 
Teck is committed to providing the essential resources the world is counting on to make life 
better while caring for the people, communities and land that we love. Teck’s U.S. subsidiary, 
Teck American Incorporated (TAI), made several contributions in 2023 to organizations and 
entities in Northeast Washington that serve the people of the community in different ways:  
 

In late April, seven employees from the 
TAI Spokane office participated in The 
Lands Council’s SpoCanopy event and 
helped plant large 15-foot trees in canopy-
challenged Spokane neighborhoods. 
SpoCanopy’s goal is to increase 
Spokane's urban canopy by planting free 
street trees in low-income neighborhoods 
with low canopy coverage and 
disproportionate environmental 
disparities, so that all communities have 
access to the benefits of street trees and 
green spaces. They aim to plant 200 street 
trees each year.   
 
 

Teck donated $22,000 to local organizations supporting 
emergency wildfire responses in eastern Washington. 
Recipients were the Greater Inland Northwest Chapter of 
the American Red Cross – Spokane, and Second Harvest 
Inland Northwest. These donations will enable them to 
prepare for, respond and support families affected by disasters 
like wildfires and countless other crises across the Inland 
Northwest. www.redcross.org/local/washington/about-us/locations/greater-inland-
northwest.html, 2-harvest.org  
 
Teck donated $10,000 to support the Colville Fish Hatchery, a Colville Skills Center branch 

campus of the Colville School 
District. Students manage the 
retired Washington Department 
of Fish & Wildlife fish hatchery 
for Stevens County, raising 
triploid rainbow trout that are 
used to pay the mortgage, and 
also sell to private landowners 
that want to stock their own 
ponds. Students work closely 
with WDFW Sherman Creek 
Fish Hatchery, which is now 
being run by former students of 
the program. Working with 

Students at Colville Fish Hatchery displaying Teck’s donation to their 
program. 

Employees of Teck participate in the annual SpoCanopy event.  



agency personnel gives the students opportunity to learn about careers that are hands-on and 
outdoors. Responsibilities of managing daily hatchery operations include sorting, feeding, 
cleaning. counting, grading, sampling fish using applied math skills for water flow and fish size, 
measuring dissolved oxygen and temperature of the water. This introduces students to water 
quality and business-like operation for a foot in the door to the business world. 
 
Members of TAI spent some time with the 6th period class of the Colville Skills Center viewing 
the hatchery full of 30,000 triploid rainbow trout the students are raising. 
www.facebook.com/ColvilleFishHatchery  
 
Teck donated again in October this year to the 
N.E.W. Hunger Coalition. The donation of $4,000 
will help the organization with several initiatives, 
including the purchase of fresh locally grown 
produce to be delivered to 17 food pantries. This 
past year, N.E.W. Hunger Coalition launched Grow 
Your Own Row classes and helped almost 300 
participants get home gardens started. They 
supplied two community gardens with seeds and 
plant starts, one at a retirement center, the other at 
Wellpinit Food Pantry. Finally, with the help of an 
Innovia Foundation grant, they were able to add a 
walk-in cooler that enabled them to extend their 
season and move more produce to 17 food pantries. 
 
N.E.W. Hunger Coalition works to stabilize and 
strengthen emergency food systems by paying local 
farm families to produce nutrient dense fruits and vegetables. This food is then delivered into 
rural areas of Stevens, Ferry and Pend Oreille counties. newhungercoalition.org  
 

Teck supported Operation Santa of Kettle Falls with 
a $5,000 donation for this holiday season. Operation 
Santa makes sure each child in the local community of 
Kettle Fall, WA and beyond, wakes up Christmas 
morning to gifts from Santa, as well as a stocking filled 
with goodies, a book to read, and essentials like 
toothbrushes and toothpaste, soaps, blankets and socks. 
They also offer new coats, boots, snow pants, hats and 
gloves to any child in need of winter clothing. Year-
round assistance is also provided to community 
residents with back‐to‐school clothing and backpacks, 
furniture and household goods, and medical 
equipment. Donations are necessary to keep these 
services going every year. 
www.facebook.com/operationsantakf. 
 

 
 
 

Kris McCaig, TAI Vice President, Environment, 
pictured with Chuck Omit of Operation Santa. 

Kris McCaig, TAI Vice President, Environment, and Cristy 
Kessel, TAI Environmental Specialist, are pictured with 
Stephani Smith, of N.E.W. Hunger Coalition and Dee 
Acheson of Front Porch Farm. 



Teck donated $4,000 to Communities in Schools of Washington State. Its mission is to 
empower students to stay in school 
and achieve success in life and does 
that by identifying and addressing 
their immediate needs as well as more 
complex challenges. CIS operates on 
the belief that relationships, not 
programs, are instrumental in 
changing the trajectory of students' 
lives. By connecting students with 
caring adults and community 
resources, they amplify their potential 
and provide support beyond the 
classroom. They collaborate with 
various community partners to bring 
resources such as food, clothing, 
counseling, and emotional support to 
those who need it most. ciswa.org  
 
 

This December, Teck brought Christmas cheer to five families at St. Margarets’ Shelter, fulfilling 
their Christmas wish lists! We donated clothes, toys, books, sleds, perfume, household items, gift 

cards and fuzzy socks to homeless 
families staying at the shelter. Heather 
Eddy, the assistant director at St. 
Margaret’s, thanked us for the 
generosity and expressed how much it 
meant to the staff and to the families 
staying at the shelter.  
 
St. Margarets’ Shelter provides 
emergency and transitional shelter to 
promote positive life changes in a 
supportive, short-term environment. 
St. Margaret’s Shelter offers social 
services that include individualized 
case management to regain and 
stabilize housing for families 
experiencing homelessness. 
www.cceasternwa.org/stmargarets  
 

 
Other contributions included $25,000 to the Tobacco Valley Rodeo Association (The Bull 
Thing) www.tobaccovalleyrodeo.com; $1,000 each to Colville Chapter – Habitat Stewardship 
and Spokane Chapter – Land Conservation & Access of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
www.rmef.org; $4,125 to Family Promise of Spokane www.familypromiseofspokane.org 
(pictured below); $2,000 each to Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery and ISAAC Foundation; and 
$10,000 for a Minecraft exhibit sponsorship at the Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture 
www.northwestmuseum.org. 

Rob Orr, Teck Program Manager, Environmental Projects; Donna 
Drake, Teck Environmental Department Assistant; and Ellaine 
Taniguchi, Community Health Worker with the Spokane Public School. 

Students from Republic, Washington, with Shannon Young, 
Communities in Schools Coordinator for the Republic School District. 



 

 
 

Teck also provides matching donations made by our employees to community organizations of 
their choice through the Team Teck Community Giving Program, ensuring further support in 
local communities where our employees and their families are working to ensure their own 
safety and that of their friends and neighbors. 
 

Employees of Teck attended the Family Promise Gala. 


