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January 16, 2024 

Governor Jay lnslee 

Re: Possible EPA Listing of Lake Roosevelt and the Uplands Area on the National Priorities List (Superfund Designation) 

Honorable Governor Jay lnslee, 

We inquired with the Eastern Regional Director of the Department of Ecology and have been inform that you have 
written and submitted a letter of concurrence to the EPA supporting the listing of Lake Roosevelt and the uplands 
area of the Columbia River on the National Priorities List (NPL) for Superfund Cleanup. 

We take great exception to your having written this letter of concurrence. First, not a single local elected was 
contacted, consulted, or allowed any discussion with you on this subject prior to you sending this letter of 
concurrence. As local elected officials we are charged to protect our county citizens with regards to health and 
safety, an item that we take very seriously. It is insulting to every level of electeds in this State that you would 
unilaterally choose to write such an important letter without any dialog with the very people charged to represent 
this area. Our County, as well as surrounding counties, will be greatly impacted by any NPL listing. 

We believe any NPL listing prior to the completion of the Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) is 
premature and not warranted by science. Some 20 years ago, local citizens, local county commissioners and 
others joined to fully support the protection of public health and safety to support the RI/FS analysis being 
complete prior to any decision to fist this very important water body on the NPL for cleanup. We were promised 
by the EPA and others that the RI/FS study would be completed, reviewed, and released prior to any attempt to list 
this area or specific subareas of the Columbia River and uplands as a Superfund Cleanup site. The reason for this 
was to have reliable science-based studies to confirm there is/was an issue needing clean up - the remedial 
investigation phase. The next phase, the feasibility study, is done to designate only specific areas for clean-up 
where the cleanup action would not create more harm than benefit. By supporting the NPL listing now, you are 
eliminating any analysis of whether cleanup actions will create a bigger threat to public health and safety than 
leaving any high levels of minerals alone. You also avoid examining which optional methods of cleanup may be 
best. 

Further, we believe you have not fully considered the negative effects of NPL Listing. First is the threat to 
agriculture and global trade markets. Foreign governments are not necessarily going to look at the complete 
picture before buying Washington food products. Thousands of acres of wheat, potatoes, apples, cherries, and 
other crops are irrigated out the Columbia River. If buyers question the safety of these foods, they could stop 
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trade and markets may not recover for decades. This would devastate our Washington economy and the 
agricultural economy, some which may never recover. Kira Lynch from EPA stated in a recorded Eastern 
Washington Council of Governments (EWCOG) meeting that "the water in Lake Roosevelt meets drinking water 
standards except for bacteria which we did not test." If this statement is true, why risk Superfund listing of the 
entire waterbody and area prematurely. EPA states that they are only a couple of years off from finishing the RI/FS 
process. Why risk detrimental threats to our economy when we have waited 20 years already? Why short circuit 
the process now? Second, what will this do to the local economy and property values in the area? We believe 
based on other areas of the country having been listed that no one will want to come to our area. Businesses will 
suffer losses and property values will plummet, creating a tax shift for other areas of our County. Protection of the 
public health and safety also means protecting the local businesses and economies. For this and several other 
reasons, we can't find a single county commissioner in Eastern Washington that supports NPL listing. 

Lastly, our local health jurisdictions were not consulted. Our local Northeast Washington Tri-County Health District 
has conducted tests for lead in the blood levels in children in the Northport area more than once. This is the most 
vulnerable population, and the results concluded that there were no elevated levels of lead in the blood of these 
children. Again, we ask why short circuit the process? Please finish the RI/FS process and let's discuss next steps 
in specific areas. 

EPA has not been forthcoming with information, communication, or the process. This is a chase after dollars. EPA 
refers to the fact that there will be new guidance, based on CDC guidance for lead levels in soil. We are told new 
guidance will be somewhere between 100-200 ppm. The uplands area is a mining district for lead and other 
minerals. This new level has science-based questions about its validity, as it is extrapolated, and has no science 
based connection to blood levels in vulnerable populations. This new guidance, which is not complete yet, will not 
match what we have as regulated metal levels in Washington. This is another reason to follow the process and not 
concur on NPL Listing. 

We as local elected officials do not concur with the EPA that NPL listing is needed or warranted at this time. We do 
not relinquish our authority as elected officials over to you or your office. We adamantly oppose any NPL or 
Superfund listing until such time as the RI/FS process is complete. The listing is reviewed, based on approved 
scientific methods, and is targeted to areas needing cleanup (if any), and any cleanup can be done safely to an 
agreed upon standard. 

We respectfully ask that you retract your concurrence letter to EPA and that you reach out to have a thoughtful 
and thorough discussion with all local elected officials before supporting concurrence with a NPL listing. 

Respectfully, 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
STEVENS COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

.. 
Mark Bur 0«~47-- 
Wes M art, Vice-Chair 

Cc: Sen~r Mu{ray, Senator Cantwell, Congresswoman McMorris-Rodgers, Congressman Newhouse, Senator 
Short, Representative Kretz, Representative Maycumber, Calvin Terada (EPA) 
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