
 

Montana Eviction Intervention Project 

 

Overview 

Montana Legal Services Association (MLSA) is the statewide civil legal aid provider in Montana. Through 
the Montana Department of Commerce, MLSA received CARES Act funding to develop a program to 
preserve housing for renters in Montana. Safe housing is vital to protect families and vulnerable 
individuals during the COVID-19 pandemic, and both the federal and state government have established 
protections for tenants through December of 2020. However, many tenants are not aware of these 
protections and are not able to effectively represent themselves in court due to the complicated nature 
of these guidelines. With input from local Judges, the Montana State Bar, and other successful 
programs, MLSA’s Montana Eviction Intervention Project will address this issue by providing free 
representation to tenants in eviction proceedings across the state. 

What you need to know 

• Any tenant will have access to an attorney in an eviction proceeding. MLSA will appoint the 
attorney. There are no income qualifications for this program.  

• The project is focused on providing representation in eviction proceedings. That means that if a 
client has been served with a summons and complaint, MLSA will pair them with an attorney. 

• The program is active now through the end of the year. 
• The appointed attorney will meet with the tenant before the hearing, represent the tenant in 

any negotiations, and will represent the tenant in the scheduled hearing. 
• The attorney will be available by phone, video, and in person under certain circumstances.  
• Clerks and tenants will be able to schedule appointments with attorneys by calling an MLSA 

phone number dedicated to this project.  
• Tenants will complete an intake with the MLSA representative before receiving services.  

What to tell tenants: 

• Tenants should call MLSA at 1-800-666-6899 or apply online at www.mtlsa.org. Tenants will 
receive a lawyer’s help filing an answer and will have access to an attorney for their case. 

• Tenants can be given the flyers provided and are encouraged to contact MLSA. 

Important information: 

• MLSA contact for tenants: Patrick Lynch, 442-9830 ext. 150 
• MLSA community partners: Megan Helton, 442-9830 ext. 131 / mhelton@mtlsa.org  

 

http://www.mtlsa.org/

