
Newsletter 2020-5 From Hawaii

Warmest Aloha's to our dedicated group of newsletter-readers !  

We hope that this newsletter finds all of our readers "hunkered down" and feeling physically 
healthy. I say "physically" because I suspect that some of you are feeling somewhat overwhelmed by 
the "Stay At Home" situation and all the other changes/restrictions imposed by the Coronavirus. We 
are dealing with it pretty well, all things considered. Can you believe that all of the county and state 
parks are closed? This, of course, means that the beaches and swimming pools are closed. We have 
not even stuck our toes into the Pacific Ocean! Even the Thrift Stores are closed !!  Can you imagine 
being in Hawaii and not being able to frequent these traditional/cultural/essential establishments?

Nancy has several sewing projects going and she has a very nice workspace. She is using a 
borrowed sewing machine and has not completely "made friends" with the machine. Being the creative 
and adaptive person that she is, things are going pretty well. She is mainly working on dresses for 
herself and protective face masks for others. This situation gives her an excuse to purchase more 
fabric. Apparently, fabric stores are considered "essential businesses"in Hawaii. The fabric is plentiful, 
but elastic is being rationed.  

The weather here has been terrific and this helps our mental attitudes. We only go to stores when 
it is absolutely necessary. The exception to this rule would be Landy’s rule of "I can go to the hardware 
store whenever I want to". His handyman projects at the churches have pretty much dried up. He is 
now asking our landlady if she has any work for him. This can be somewhat limited since the
majority of his tools are in his Florida workshop. 

The internet and the live streaming from our local church have been very beneficial to our mental 
and spiritual health. This was especially true, during Holy Week, since we watched two church events 
every day. Surely, the word Zoom will now be included in our dictionaries. We read, watch TV, eat 
meals, gather tangerines, go to the Post Office, send/receive e-mails and spend some mindless time 
on the internet. I am sure that you have been waiting for an update on SPAM. This is not the internet 
kind, but the delicious treat that I sometimes enjoy at breakfast. As reported in an earlier newsletter, 
there are a vast variety of SPAM treats available in Hawaii. Most recently, I have enjoyed the Lite 
version. I am happy to report that it has 50% less fat, 25% less salt, and 33% less calories than 
Original SPAM. I do not know how the makers do this and still retain most of the qualities of the 
Original!  Amazing. 
 We brought a 28 piece set of dominoes with us. We have played several games so far. There are 
many versions of the game of dominoes. We have invented our own set of rules and we call it 
"Paʻauilo" rules. This is the name of the village where we live. This new set of rules is  pretty free-
wheeling, but a lot of fun. Before we left Florida, Landy was playing dominoes with a group of guys and
they played by Cuban rules. This is quite different, many more dominoes, and it can be very 
lively/competitive at times. Cuban rules dictate that you must leave your guns and knives at home. 
Hmmm. I hope that my domino mentor, Louie, will be impressed with the fact that I am still playing. 

Our church in Paʻauilo sponsored its first Community Meal. Since all of the virus rules apply, this is 
not really a meal but a drive-through distribution of food. It went really well and we handed out 160 
meals. This is not too bad considering that this is the first time we have tried this kind of program. We 
have finally come to the realization that we have not touched the waters of the Pacific Ocean since we 
have been here. Shameful. On the 26th, we went to the village of Kawaihae on the west side of the 
island. This place has a nice harbor. We parked by the boat ramp and Landy slid down the ramp and 
put his feet into the water. Delightful. Nancy had forgotten to bring her aquasocks, so she just watched 
the event. Following this, we decided to explore a bit and see what else the area had to offer. We 
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located a small park near the water that had not been closed (yet). There was shade and some picnic 
tables. We noted some surfers and other folks who were enjoying the water. There were not crowds 
and people seemed to be doing their part to social-distance. Enforcement of the laws does not seem to
be a high priority on the Big Island as long as the offenses are not too blatant or destructive. Therefore,
we plan to have a picnic at the park. Earlier that day, we went to COSTCO for gasoline and things that 
Nancy deemed essential. She was afraid that there would be large and unruly crowds and long waits in
the checkout lines. Not so. She had a good shopping experience and we headed home.  

Note about photo album: The photo of the burned-out car is an example of what happens to 
abandoned autos in Hawaii. If a car is abandoned for a certain period of time, anyone who wants to 
scavenge car parts is welcome to do so. This is an extreme case since someone went to the extent of 
burning the car. Maybe done to prevent anyone else from removing any more parts. 

Malasadas – these are a fried dough confections of Portuguese origin. They are very popular in 
Hawaii. Some of them have a delicious filling, some do not. They are popular enough that there is a 
website that shows exactly where they can be purchased on the island. They can increase your body 
weight if you don't watch out. Nancy could not resist and bought a dozen of them @ $1.00/each. I 
guess that we will just have to make them disappear. 

Stimulus $$ - I hope that many of you have not had as much trouble as I have had trying to find out
what happened to the money that the government said was coming to us. I have fought with the IRS 
website more than I want to think about. There is a ton of information/complaints on the web about this 
topic. I think that I have finally gotten through and have made arrangements to have my check sent to 
my bank for direct deposit. Let′s just hope that all goes well. I keep thinking about the folks who are in 
dire financial need of this money. I hope that they are not experiencing the problems that a lot of us are
having. 

Saturday, May 2nd – to ease my distress with the IRS and to minimize "cabin fever",we took another
road trip to the west side of the island. I have been trying to digest a lot of information in some of the 
travel books that are in our apartment. I am concentrating on history, culture, and places to go on the 
Big Island. One place that seemed promising is Lapakahi State Historical Park. This is a reconstructed 
600 year old fishing village. Supposedly, this is where some of the earliest Polynesian adventurers 
landed on the Big Island. The park is pretty much a self-guided tour kind of park and I thought that 
there was a good chance that no law enforcement would be present. As one of the pictures in this 
photo album show, the park is officially closed. I thought that I would just walk around the gate and take
a self-guided tour. The problem was that the village is way down the hill from where I parked the car. 
Nancy would not accompany me, so I decided to call off the tour. Hopefully, the park will re-open 
before we leave in early June. We decided to travel further north and visit a small airport near Hawi. I 
am a pilot and still have a great interest in all things aeronautical. The airport is a very nice small 
airport, but we discovered another attraction in the area. There was a gigantic wind generator farm 
adjacent to the airport! I am thinking, propellers are propellers and I had better photograph some of 
these monstrous machines. Quite breath-taking on an up close and personal level. After the photo 
shoot, we headed back to Kawaihae harbor for a nice picnic lunch. See photos in the album. 

That′s about it for this version of the news from the Luthers. Stay calm, stay safe, and stay tuned.
Landy and Nancy
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