
 
The 50th “Jubilee” Anniversary of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 

 
The Jubilee Committee 
The Jubilee Committee is a group of about 25 people invited and gathered by our Bishop to 
dream, design and develop the celebration of the 50th anniversary of our diocese.  We 
represent the geography and demographics of our diocese.  Our work is ongoing. We not only 
want to tell you what is happening, but to engage you in the work.  If you have ideas or 
questions, please let us know.   
 
A Brief History 
Our diocese began in the heart of one man, George M. Murray, who was at the time the 
Suffragan (assisting) Bishop in Alabama.  Bishop Murray served with two other Bishops who 
each, in their own way, cast a large shadow:  Bishop Charles C. J. Carpenter of Alabama who 
was the Bishop from 1938 – 1968 and Bishop Edward H. West of Florida who served from 1956-
74.  Still, in his own humble & quiet manner, Bishop Murray had a vision that would not be 
silenced.  He would later serve as the first bishop of the new diocese. 
 
As far as can be determined, the diocese of Alabama invited the diocese of Florida to the table, 
which first occurred in January 1968.   Each diocese sent 14 “men” [note that women were not 
at the table] to a meeting in Atlanta in April of 1970 where the decision was made to move 
forward.  Each diocese then voted to form the new diocese. There was only one dissenting vote 
that came from a delegate from Mobile. 
 
The Primary Convention of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast was held December 3-5, 1970 
at Christ Church Pensacola. 
 
Why a Celebration? 
+The “marking” of time is important in life.  Anniversaries, birthdays, holidays:  i.e. 50th 
anniversary for marriages is a VERY big deal. So is the 50th anniversary of the formation of our 
diocese. 
 

+We are more than our individual congregations.  We are part of something bigger, the 
Episcopal Church.  So, it’s a time to cultivate and nurture a deeper relationship with each other 
as a Church. 
+To reimagine and recommit ourselves to the ministry and mission for the next 50 years.  This 
celebration is meant to be a foundation for the future. Thus, the sub-themes of reorient and 
renew.  This is more than a time of remembrance. 



How will we celebrate? 
In January, each parish will receive a “toolbox” with information and resources to guide the 
congregation in how they may want to participate. The year has been divided into trimesters 
with each having its own theme.  
 
REMEMBER 
January: Send out the tool kit---Video to the diocese. 
 

February: History---remembering our diocesan history and each congregation’s history. 
 

March: Storms—Recalling the storms [natural, financial, theological] that is a part of our story 
 

April: Agencies:  Telling the stories of our three agencies- Wilmer Hall, Murray House and Camp 
  Beckwith 
 

REORIENT 
May: Creation---Recalling and reorienting ourselves to the gift of God’s creation in our 
particular location.   
 

June: Worship: Recalling the importance of worship in the last 50 years and the changes in our 
liturgy and discussing what might be on the horizon for us as a church.  
 

July: Keeping the Sabbath---Reorienting ourselves to the importance of the rest and 
refreshment in life with some emphasis on the issue of mental & physical health. 
 

August: Racial Reconciliation/Justice: Remembering the issues of justice that have been a part 
of the last 50 years and reorienting ourselves to this work as a church.  
 
RENEW 
September: Discipleship/Formation/vocations: Renewing our commitment to the work of 
discipleship. 
 

October: Renewing our commitment to evangelism. 
 

November: Renewing our commitment to Stewardship:  Sharing and generosity. 
 

December: Celebration!!  December 3-5th, 2020   Multi-day event for everyone! 
  Pensacola Bryan Stevenson and Bishop Michael Curry.    
 
January 2021 GO FORWARD!!   Possible revival events in different areas of the diocese.  
 



A few interesting facts: 
 
+Our diocese holds some of the oldest churches in both Florida and Alabama.  Alabama was 
founded in 1830, FL founded in 1838.  Ironically, our region was the most populated & 
wealthiest of both states- Port St. Joe was the richest and largest city in FL until Yellow Fever 
and hurricanes caused its decline. 
 
+ As Senior Bishop, West had first right of refusal to the seat of Bishop in the new diocese. He 
did not accept. So, the call then went to Murray.  By 1970, Murray had been the Bishop of 
Alabama two years. But, because of his vision for the new diocese, he agreed to make the move 
south.  His two passions were social justice and care of creation- two issue that remain timely 
today. 
 
+We are the 6th youngest diocese in the country and only 1 of 2 or 3 that significantly cross 
state lines. Our diocese incorporate the southern one third south of the state of Alabama and 
the Florida Panhandle from Pensacola to Apalachicola. 
 
 


