
Senate District 15 — Rural Legislation Update — 2017 

$V�ZH�PDNH�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKH�VSLULW�RI�JLYLQJ�WKLV�KROLGD\�VHDVRQ��WKHUH�DUH�QXPEHU�RI�UHD�
VRQV� WKDW� ,�DP� WKDQNIXO��)URP�D�SHUVRQDO� VWDQGSRLQW�� ,�DP� WKDQNIXO� IRU� WKH� ORYH�DQG�
VXSSRUW�RI�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\��)URP�D�SROLWLFDO�VWDQGSRLQW�DQG�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�*HQ�
HUDO�$VVHPEO\�WKDW�UHSUHVHQWV�UXUDO�DUHDV��,�DP�WKDQNIXO�WKDW�RXU�VWDWH�KDV�UHFRJQL]HG�
WKH�FULWLFDO�QHHG�WR�UHYLWDOL]H�DQG�DVVLVW�RXU�UXUDO�DUHDV��:KLOH�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�OHJLVODWLRQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�UXUDO�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�HIIRUWV�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV��RXU�VWDWH�
OHDGHUVKLS� ZLVHO\� DSSRLQWHG� PHPEHUV� WR� WKH� +RXVH� DQG� 6HQDWH� 5XUDO� 'HYHORSPHQW�
6WXG\�&RPPLWWHHV��7KHVH�&RPPLWWHHV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�PHHW�DFURVV�*HRUJLD�WKURXJK�WKH�
HQG� RI� WKH� \HDU� LQ� KRSHV� RI� LGHQWLI\LQJ� SROLFLHV� WKDW�ZLOO� KHOS� RXU� UXUDO� FRPPXQLWLHV�
WKULYH��$V�H[SHFWHG��KHDOWKFDUH��FDUHHU�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�HGXFDWLRQ��HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�
DQG�EURDGEDQG�DFFHVV�UHPDLQ�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��� 
 
&XUUHQWO\������RI�*HRUJLDQV�GR�QRW�KDYH�KLJK-VSHHG�LQWHUQHW�DFFHVV��DQG�WKH�YDVW�PD�
MRULW\�RI�WKRVH�EURDGEDQG�GHVHUWV�DUH�LQ�UXUDO�FRXQWLHV��7KLV�SRVHV�D�SUREOHP�IRU�PDQ\�
UHDVRQV�� WKH� ODUJHVW�EHLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ��:KLOH�DOO�SXEOLF� VFKRROV� LQ�*HRUJLD�KDYH�EURDG�
EDQG�LQWHUQHW��PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�GR�QRW��)XUWKHU��ODFN�RI�DFFHVV�FDXVHV�LVVXHV�IRU�FRPPX�
QLWLHV�VWULYLQJ�IRU�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�JURZWK��0XOWLSOH�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�DQG�SROL�
F\� LGHDV� KDYH� EHHQ� RIIHUHG� LQFOXGLQJ� D� EURDGEDQG� JUDQW� SURJUDP�ZKLFK� RWKHU� VWDWHV�
KDYH�VXFFHVVIXOO\�LPSOHPHQWHG��2WKHU�VXJJHVWLRQV�LQFOXGH�LQFHQWLYH�SURJUDPV�IRU�SUR�
YLGHUV�WR�VHUYLFH�UXUDO�DUHDV��)LQDO�FRPPLWWHH�UHSRUWV��ZKLFK�DUH�GXH�WR�VWDWH�OHDGHUVKLS�
LQ�'HFHPEHU��ZLOO�GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�WKH�JHQHUDO�DVVHPEO\�PRYHV�IRUZDUG�ZKHUH�DFFHVV�LV�
FRQFHUQHG�GXULQJ�WKH������OHJLVODWLRQ�VHVVLRQ�� 
 
3UHVHQWDWLRQV�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�JLYHQ�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�RXU�VPDOO�EXVLQHVV�FRPPXQLWLHV��2XU�
VWDWH¶V���������VPDOO�EXVLQHVVHV�HPSOR\�����PLOOLRQ�FLWL]HQV��DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����RI�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ��$V�D�PDMRU�FRPSRQHQW�RI�RXU�HFRQRP\��ZH�DUH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�HQVXULQJ�WKHVH�
EXVLQHVVHV� VXFFHHG��'HFUHDVLQJ� UHJXODWLRQ��RIIHULQJ�VPDOO�EXVLQHVV� LQFHQWLYHV�� DV�ZHOO�
DV��VWUHDPOLQLQJ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�SURFHVVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�SUHVHQWHG�EHIRUH�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�� 
5XUDO�KHDOWKFDUH�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�D�PDMRU�FRQFHUQ��,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV�QXPHURXV�KRVSLWDOV�
KDYH�FORVHG��OHDYLQJ�WKRVH�RXWVLGH�RI�PHWURSROLWDQ�DUHDV�ODFNLQJ�LQ�RSWLRQV�IRU�TXDOLW\�
FDUH��$V�D�UHFHQW�UHSRUW�WKDW�VKRZV�����RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�PDGH�XS�RI�VHQLRU�FLWL�
]HQV�E\�WKH�\HDU�������ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�WLUHOHVVO\�WR�DGGUHVV�LVVXHV�SODJXLQJ�RXU�
FXUUHQW�KHDOWKFDUH�V\VWHP��7KH�ODVW�IHZ�VHVVLRQV��ZH�KDYH�PDGH�SURJUHVV�� LPSOHPHQW�
LQJ�D�KXE�DQG�VSRNH�SLORW�SURJUDP��DV�ZHOO�DV��RIIHULQJ�LQFHQWLYHV�WR�PHGLFDO�VWXGHQWV�WR�
SUDFWLFH� LQ� UXUDO� *HRUJLD� FRPPXQLWLHV�� 2I� WKH�PDQ\� SURSRVDOV� RIIHUHG�� WHOHPHGLFLQH�
DQG� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� RI� H[SDQGHG� SUDFWLFH� VFRSHV� IRU� 3K\VLFLDQV� $VVLVWDQWV� DQG�1XUVH�
3UDFWLWLRQHUV�UHPDLQ�KRW�WRSLFV�RI�GLVFXVVLRQ� 
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(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�MRE�UHDG\�ZRUNIRUFH�LQFHQWLYHV�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�GLVFXVVHG�DW�OHQJWK��'LG�
\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�����RI�MREV�UHTXLUH�VRPH�VRUW�RI�WUDLQLQJ�EH\RQG�KLJK�VFKRRO��KRZHYHU��
RQO\�����RI�MREV�UHTXLUH�D�IRXU-\HDU�GHJUHH"�,�DP�SOHDVHG�WR�EH�UHSRUW�WKDW�RXU�FDUHHU�
UHDG\� HGXFDWLRQ� LQLWLDWLYHV� KDYH� EHJXQ�SD\LQJ� RII��&DUHHU�	�7HFKQRORJ\� HGXFDWLRQ� LV�
WKULYLQJ�DV�D�UHFHQW�UHSRUW�IURP�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�VKRZV�D�����JUDGXDWLRQ�
UDWH�IRU�WKRVH�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�FDUHHU�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�MRE�UHDG\�SURJUDPV��7KLV�LV�D�KXJH�
VWHS�LQ�FORVLQJ�WKH�ZRUNIRUFH�JDS�LQ�RXU�VWDWH¶V�HFRQRP\��([SHFW�WR�VHH�PRUH�OHJLVODWLRQ�
DLPHG�DW�FRQWLQXLQJ�WKLV�WUHQG�LQ�������� 
 
/LVWHG�DERYH�DUH�MXVW�D�IHZ�H[DPSOHV�RI�ZKDW�WKHVH�VWXG\�FRPPLWWHHV�DUH�DGGUHVVLQJ��,I�
\RX�DUH� LQWHUHVWHG�LQ� OHDUQLQJ�PRUH��,�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�YLVLW� WKH�*HRUJLD�*HQHUDO�$V�
VHPEO\�6WXG\�&RPPLWWHH�ZHESDJH��7KHUH�\RX�ZLOO�ILQG�YLGHRV�DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI�HYH�
U\�+RXVH�PHHWLQJ��DORQJ�ZLWK�LQ�GHSWK�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�� 
� 
$V�ZH�VXUURXQG�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWK�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�PRQWK��,�KRSH�WKDW�\RX�
ZLOO�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKH�PDQ\�WKLQJV�IRU�ZKLFK�\RX�DUH�JUDWHIXO��,�DP�WKDQNIXO�WKDW�ZH�OLYH�LQ�
D�QDWLRQ�ZKHUH�GHPRFUDF\�LV�D�IRXQGLQJ�SULQFLSDO��,�DP�JUDWHIXO�WR�OLYH�LQ�D�VWDWH�ZKHUH�
JURZWK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�RFFXU��,�DP�WKDQNIXO�WR�OLYH�LQ�D�GLVWULFW�WKDW�,�DP�
SURXG�WR�VHUYH��,�DP�HVSHFLDOO\�WKDQNIXO�WKDW�\RX�DOORZ�PH�WR�UHSUHVHQW�\RXU�LQWHUHVWV�
XQGHU�WKH�*ROG�'RPH��,I�\RX�HYHU�QHHG�DQ\WKLQJ�DW�DOO��,�DP�KHUH�IRU�\RX��DOZD\V��*RG�
EOHVV�\RX�DQG�PD\�*RG�FRQWLQXH�WR�EOHVV�WKH�JUHDW�VWDWH�RI�*HRUJLD���� 
 

 

 
 


