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Fall term is right around the corner, which means it’s time to plan your transportation and 

parking strategy. Regrettably, with construction projects and increased enrollments, there are fewer 

parking spaces for more people on the UNC Asheville campus. That’s the reality. But don’t despair; there 

are options – and here are a few!  

For some, walking in pleasant weather is a great alternative. Members Bonnie and Warren 

Wheeler are ardent walkers, as are Buck and Nancy Bragg, who say they “build it into our day.” 

 “We walk everywhere,” says Buck, “not only to OLLI, but to church and the movies. Instead of 

going to the Y and walking on a treadmill, we get full benefit walking where we go.” The Braggs, who live 

downtown in the Grove Arcade, walk into Montford across the Flint Street Bridge. They enjoy their 

views of historic homes and gardens before entering the city’s greenway system for the middle phase of 

their commute - then across Broadway onto campus. When Buck and Nancy do drive to OLLI, they park 

at the upper parking lot to save spaces near the building for those who aren’t as mobile. 

Fairview resident Jim Carillon bikes 18 miles each way to OLLI. Most terms, that’s a couple times 

a week. Usually, he takes three courses a term -- poetry, history, music appreciation, literature, and 

comedy are his favorites.  “I really hope that people who can, would either bike or walk,” he says. “For 

many, it’s not that far away.” 

Jim is not hard to find. “Only a couple of people ride bikes,” he says – leaving lots of space in the 

bike rack placed at the Reuter Center’s lower level.  Jim’s ride to Asheville has good stretches downhill. 

Returning home, it’s up, up a mountain, and two hours home to Fairview!  

Buck suggests if people live too far away to walk, they might park halfway to OLLI and taking a 

bus or walking from that point. Other options are Uber sharing, carpooling or bus riding. 



One benefit of OLLI membership is free rides on city buses. The UNC Asheville One Card, when 

marked with a sticker from the campus transportation department, provides rides on ART (Asheville 

Redefines Transit) buses, which serve UNC Asheville frequently. The N1 and N2 buses (N is for North) 

travel regularly down W.T. Weaver Blvd. and through campus.  If you live elsewhere, transfers are 

available at the 49 Coxe Avenue bus hub.  One caveat: bus drivers are only allowed to stop at marked 

stops. The Sherrill Center stop is closest to OLLI. For details, visit their website 

(http://www.ashevillenc.gov/departments/transit/default.htm) or call 828-253-5691x4.  

Finally, there’s good old carpooling. You know, how you took your kids to school or Scouts. If 

you’re excited about meeting new people or reconnecting with old friends, extend that socialization 

opportunity. Formal carpooling hasn’t been arranged, but why not take that on, or talk to people in your 

OLLI classes during break? See you in class – soon! 
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