
Sarah Reincke and OLLI volunteers are champions in Asheville City Schools (continued) 

by Judy LaMée 

The past school year alone, nearly three dozen OLLI members have generously given their time to support 

educational excellence in three different ways: in direct support of teachers; as volunteer classroom assistants, 

vitally needed due to state budget cuts; and as tutors to individual students. Our group represents the largest 

contingency of volunteers from any single organization, and is the very modest Sarah’s proudest achievement. 

Stressing the value of OLLI members’ contributions, Sarah quotes,”OLLI volunteers are uniquely qualified to 

succeed as volunteer classroom assistants.” It is not unusual for a teacher to divide her class into two groups, 

teaching one group herself/himself and having the OLLI volunteer teaching the other. 

Expressing her satisfaction in developing lasting relationships with school staff, Sarah notes she has worked 

with language arts teacher Rebecca Aldridge for the past three years. A recent highlight was accompanying the fourth 

grade class on a field trip to Earthshine Discovery Center in the Pisgah National Forest for an entire day, 

experiencing a living history of our area. She beams, recounting her joy, “I haven’t been on a school field trip since 

my own daughter was in eight grade!” Hands-on activities included shooting a bow and arrow and making candles.  

Noted long-time community activist Al Whitesides, Jr., received the Asheville City Schools Foundation’s 

Lifetime Achievement Award at the May 6 celebration. 

 Looking for a meaningful way to contribute to our community and its future? Talk to Sarah Reincke about 

volunteering in one of our local schools in the fall. Contact her at sarahreincke@gmail.com. 

 A special thanks to these OLLI volunteers who, in addition to Sarah, contribute in such meaningful ways to 

the Asheville schools’ community. 

Walt A-Akert Mary Lou Kemph Nelson Sobel 
Liz Atkinson Gail Lankford John Staetz 
Anne Baier Marty Mann Barbara Stein 
Marilyn Bynun Marianne Mooney Bonnie Wheeler 
Patricia Call Ray Nash Warren Wheeler 
Keri Cooper Barbara Navik Ann Wood 
Carol Culler Ron Navik Hooker Wood 
Janet Dunphy Rex M. Prosser Beth Wulf 
Janet Engwall Randy Robins Hank Young 
Vic Fahrer Kathy Rouse Harriet Zaidberg 
Patricia Friedrichs Margaret Small  

 

Read more about Sarah at https://www.acsf.org/champions/2017/3/23/sarah-reinke 

Check out this video honoring Sarah Reincke and her work with OLLI's Civic Engagement Committee. We think the video 
captures the essence of Sarah's work and her spirit. If you are already retired, Sarah will inspire you to find a way to give back 
to the larger community. If you aren't retired yet, Sarah gives you something to aspire to in life's second half. Thanks to the 
Asheville City Schools Foundation for the great work they do every day to connect community resources to community 
schools and thanks for honoring Sarah Reincke and the Civic Engagement Committee. 

https://www.acsf.org/champions/2017/3/23/sarah-reinke
https://vimeo.com/215932538

