
OLLI Loves Our Volunteers!  Won’t you join us? (continued) 
by Carol Gillen 

 
 
There are many ways in which our members find joy through volunteering. True, there’s no 
monetary compensation, but an enormous amount of gratification is here for the taking. 
 
In 2017, a weekly Volunteer Spotlight I in the OLLI Observer focused on more than 35 
volunteers, mainly those who worked in our many and varied committees. We are now 
running Volunteer Spotlight II, which focuses primarily on OLLI instructors. These folks 
share their love of volunteering and teaching at OLLI for many reasons, including the great 
dynamics between them and the people they interact with, the positive feelings that 
volunteering gives them, and the continual learning they experience along the way. 
 
Some of our many happy volunteers and instructors explain: 
 
Elise Beckstett, Pilates instructor, says, “I love volunteering at OLLI because of the vibrant, 
interesting people who come from all walks of life and that inspires me!” 
 
Judi Edelman, volunteer on the Health & Fitness Curriculum Committee said, 
“I love volunteering at OLLI because I get to meet so many interesting and caring people; I 
firmly believe that remaining engaged and passionate about my daily routine keeps me 
happy and 'young at heart.'”  
 
Roger Helm, who teaches ‘Global Climate Change: A Disaster with Solutions,’ says, “I love 
teaching at OLLI because I’m interacting with intelligent, caring people trying to make a 
positive difference in their lives and in the lives of others.” 
 
Sarah Reincke, past chair of the Civic Engagement Committee, explains, “I love volunteering 
at OLLI because I meet interesting people who share my love of community service and it's 
good for my mental health!” 
 
We’re always happy to welcome enthusiastic volunteers. We love your new insights and 
ideas. Click this link to access the ‘Volunteer Opportunities’ page on the OLLI web site. You 
can read about all of our OLLI committees there! 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES LINK 
 
If something there speaks to you, shoot a quick email to a committee chair to express your 
interest or ask your questions.  

https://olliasheville.com/volunteering-olli

