Barb Silvey is a long time resident of Spokane, Washington. She started ringing bells in her church choir, North Hills Christian, in the early 1990's. She has participated in Area events and several National events including 25 years of the "Week of Handbells" in Bayview, MI and  Distinctly Bronze/West.  She has rung with community groups Decolores in Spokane and Bells of the Cascades in Portland (commuting from Spokane to Portland). One of her crowning activities was ringing with Campanile, the Los Angeles based musical percussion theater group, for three years including a ten city tour in Taiwan. She is currently ringing with BellaCristo, a new bronze level community group in Spokane.
Barb has taught at many local and Area festivals sharing her knowledge of handbell techniques and musicianship. She is also an active solo ringer bringing the joy of handbells to homeless people, retirement homes and schools throughout the Spokane area.
She recently retired from the Spokane public schools where for 36 years she taught high school level,  high risk and dropout students and has coached tennis, volleyball and gymnastics. During this time she was a foster mom for 29 kids. In her retirement she continues to officiate volleyball and tennis at the collegiate level. She also volunteers with Meals on Wheels, COPS Northeast and Christ Kitchen.
In her words "Handbell ringing and the many friendships I've made over the years have brought so much joy into my life. I would like to channel this joy into working with the Area 10 Board as your Chair Elect and eventually Chair, confident that my love for our art will improve the outreach of handbells in the Area and nationally."
