
Cinco de Mayo – Fifth of May 

Que celebramos el 5 de mayo? – What do we celebrate on 5 de mayo? 
Cinco de Mayo, or the fifth of May, is a holiday that celebrates the date of the Mexican army’s 
May 5, 1862 victory over France at the Battle of Puebla during the Franco-Mexican War. The 
day, which falls on Tuesday, May 5 in 2020, is also known as Battle of Puebla Day. While it is a 
relatively minor holiday in Mexico, in the United States, Cinco de Mayo has evolved into a 
commemoration of Mexican culture and heritage, particularly in areas with large Mexican-
American populations. 
 
The Battle of Puebla - Batalla de Puebla 
During the Puebla battle, 6,000 French troops under General Charles Latrille de Lorencez set 
out to attack Puebla de Los Angeles, a small town in east-central Mexico. From his new 
headquarters in the north, Juárez rounded up a ragtag force of 2,000 loyal men—many of them 
either indigenous Mexicans or of mixed ancestry—and sent them to Puebla.  
The battle lasted from daybreak to early evening, and when the French finally retreated they 

had lost nearly 500 soldiers. Fewer than 100 Mexicans had been killed in the clash. 

Although not a major strategic win in the overall war against the French, Zaragoza’s success at 

the Batalla de Puebla on May 5 represented a great symbolic victory for the Mexican 

government and bolstered the resistance movement. In 1867—thanks in part to military support 

and political pressure from the United States, which was finally in a position to aid its besieged 

neighbor after the end of the civil war—France finally withdrew. 

Why do we celebrate Cinco de Mayo in the United States?  Porque nosotros celebramos 

Cinco de Mayo en los Estados Unidos? 

In the United States, Cinco de Mayo is widely interpreted as a celebration of Mexican culture 

and heritage, particularly in areas with substantial Mexican-American populations.  

Chicano activists raised awareness of the holiday in the 1960s, in part 

because they identified with the victory of indigenous Mexicans (such 

as Juárez) over European invaders during the Battle of Puebla.                    
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Today, 5 de Mayo marks the 

occasion with parades, parties, mariachi music, Mexican 

folk dancing and traditional foods such as tacos and mole 

poblano. Some of the largest festivals are held in Los 

Angeles, Chicago and Houston. 

             Mexican Food – Comida Mexicana 

             

 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/cinco-de-mayo

