Albuquerque International Association presents 
Is It OK to Criticize the American President?
European Media Criticisms of U.S. Leaders (and vice versa) 

Dr. David Weiss and Mr. Andrew Schumann, U. of New Mexico

November 12, 2021, 3:00 p.m.
@ The Special Collections Library on Central & Edith

During 2020, criticism of the U.S. government’s handling of the Covid-19 crisis ran rampant in the media – but not only the American media. Critiques of the Trump Administration’s responses to the pandemic filled the pages of leading news outlets around the world, including in those Western European countries with the largest populations and, historically, the strongest ties with America: the U.K., France, and Germany. 
In our presentation, we explore the various targets, styles, and sources of this surprisingly large body of international criticism. Additionally, in order to place these critiques in context, we take a few steps back and ask the following questions: What did European news media have to say about other major U.S. domestic issues in 2020 (the presidential campaign; the election and its aftermath; social justice protests)? How did they cover U.S. presidents, and their handling of U.S.-internal policy and political issues, prior to #45?  How are they currently reporting on Joe Biden’s management of domestic and foreign affairs? We also turn the tables, exploring major U.S. news outlets’ criticisms of our allies’ leaders across the decades and in recent years.
[bookmark: _GoBack]David Weiss (Ph.D., University of New Mexico) is Associate Professor and Chair of UNM’s Department of Communication & Journalism. His teaching and research interests include political communication, strategic communication, and the media and popular culture industries. He has edited books on American exceptionalism and on presidents’ religious communication, and has published articles in venues including the Journal of Popular Television, Presidential Studies Quarterly, and the Journal of Magazine & New Media Research.

Andrew Schumann is a 2023 dual-degree candidate in History and Political Science in UNM’s Honors Program, a Mellon Mays Research Fellow, and Chief Justice for UNM’s Student Court. He will be spending the spring 2022 semester in Washington, DC, as a Fred Harris Congressional Intern. After graduating from UNM, Andrew plans to apply to Ph.D. programs in History and, eventually, work in state or federal government as a policy advisor.
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	Free with ID
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