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Will McDow 
 
First Presbyterian is a generous and caring church. That is why Leslie and I joined 17 years ago. And that 
is why we have been so excited to see Laura Mish growing up in this community. 
 
We are an active family – deeply committed to environmental protection, tutoring children, helping 
those impacted by illness and working to stop gun violence. 
 
For me Service and Mission is rooted in the command to Love Your Neighbor.  
 
Sometimes we do this by giving of our time. Each Tuesday, Miguel and Margeret organize a group of us 
to tutor school kids at Iglesia Emanuel.  I wish each of you could be in that room with kids reading books, 
doing math and adults learning English as a Second Language. It is Love your Neighbor in action. It is not 
a program supported directly by the budget of First Presbyterian. But it would not be possible without 
this church.  
 
Other times, we Love Our Neighbor through our pledges. Living in Durham, the faces of the homeless 
are on countless street corners. This is not a problem that any one of us can solve alone. But by 
supporting First Presbyterian in our giving, we are not only helping support local organizations like 
Urban Ministries but also the Walk Up ministry here at First Presbyterian. 
 
In a world full of so much hate and despair and need, I love being part of a church that shows love and 
hope and giving to our neighbors.  
 
This year, please consider your ability to “love your neighbor” when filling out our pledge card. 
 
Leslie McDow 
 
When thinking of service and mission, we often think of people and organizations outside of our church 
walls; but many of our own community sitting in these pews have needed and benefitted from the 
generosity of our church.  
 
The celebrations of installments, new jobs, births, deaths, illness, recovery, new beginnings.  
 
Our family are first hand recipients of this church community’s love and care. Some of you may recall 
that Laura was born at 29 weeks and was in the NICU at Duke and Durham Regional Hospital for 10 
weeks. This time was extremely stressful being new parents and the church community surrounded us 
with love, light, food, prayers that provided us so much support in our this time of need. 
  
Another time was with our daughter Florence who was sick from the time she was 2 years old. For four 
years our family bounced from hospital to hospital across North America trying to find help for Florence. 
Throughout this time, this church, all of you showed us kindness and care for not only our family, but 
our dog and our home. And after Florence died, you helped us carry her memory and legacy out past 
these walls to others suffering from the same disease as she.  
 



We are proud of our church and we will continue to provide stewardship support we can so we can Take 
Care of our Neighbor.  
 
Laura McDow 
 
I can’t vote 
I can’t drive by myself  
I can’t even live on my own 
 
But our world is burning 
Our classmates are being gunned down 
Our neighbors of color are killed at disproportional rates 
Our Jewish friends are being threatened 
15% of our country is starving 
 
Us youth demand something be done! 
 
Throughout my whole life this church has supported me and given me a voice. During Sunday school and 
sermons I have learned more about social action than any class could have ever taught me. Our church 
has never stopped fighting for those who don’t have a voice.  
 
I’m only 15 but this year I will be signing my first pledge card. I ask you to join me in signing a pledge 
card for our world, our country, our youth.  
 
Thank you.  

 


