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Dear friends, 
 
This Friday, June 6 is National Gun Violence Awareness Day. How is the church, how is First 
Presbyterian Church of Durham, NC, called to respond to this issue? The Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) offers us some guidance: 
 

Since the 1960s, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its predecessor denominations 
have responded to gun violence by emphasizing the need to control the sale and 
possession of firearms and advocating for education and action at various levels of 
government. 
 
The 226th General Assembly in 2024 - recognizing that gun violence profoundly impacts 
the nation's children - voted that every PC(USA) congregation take action of their own, 
such as promoting secure gun storage, taking part in the Guns to Gardens initiative, or 
praying for the emotional, mental, and spiritual health of children growing up in an era 
rife with gun violence. 
 
To encourage prevention, the denomination offers programs and resources that address 
and explore the causes and impacts of gun violence, such as the award-winning 
documentary "Trigger" and "Standing Our Holy Ground,"1 a webinar series about gun 
violence and how faith communities can address it. 
 
The church also responds to gun violence events and other human-caused disasters 
through a ministry of accompaniment and presence. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
offers Church Safety & Security Training to congregational leadership through their mid 
council.2 

 
We at First Presbyterian Church have been directly affected by gun violence through the death of 
our church member Emily Steinhoff James. Emily was killed in an altercation over a year ago 
when a gun fired during an altercation between her sister and her sister’s ex-husband (who fired 
the gun) as Emily accompanied her sister to pick up her sister’s toddler. Emily was 44 years old. 
Her husband Chris and son Miles have been on our prayer list. Brianna, Ricky, and Luke Bennett 
remain their good friends. 
 
Often, we feel helpless to do anything to reduce gun violence. However, our denomination has 
called us to act on this and given us tools to do so. If you are interested in helping promote 
programs that address and explore the causes and impacts of gun violence, and encourage 
prevention, please let me know.  
 
The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program provides a Toolkit for congregations to consider how we 
respond to this issue, in our own city and in our nation.  
 

2 Gun Violence Prevention & Response | Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  

1 Link to one of the webinars in this series, “Standing Our Holy Ground: What Churches Can Do to Address Gun 
Violence: Active and Creative Strategies” 
 

https://pcusa.org/resource/trigger-ripple-effect-gun-violence-documentary
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/Gun-Violence-Prevention-%E2%80%93-Congregational-Toolkit.pdf
https://pcusa.org/how-we-serve/justice-peace/gun-violence-prevention-response
https://vimeo.com/374315642?turnstile=0.KR9_ZF8N11Zl4_XbNnrLCjoyKA0iF6sYSdabucFUz9Qy-GTm1AYaEQ1fLxk3qnPdWNtXUgYOxU2wVHTnFoQTHUFdOwh5dYu2kOp9Wga4Eh8107krdbMQ8niMFRy4NffsswmkI0SHWqhnFz2Cwu73kJu_t-59ZVAfu5CPZRwLcNuf17_pRYEjC11-f5ZDcleHyRyZ4OtRVaCFUNW5PZkFv2ZHRR88ouCj-t2-tOJkakipYnBHIv9Tv21aKwXkmYu97xr3DffdIl3XWWUKT-lktQ6eUkE36VWb5V2-zKwcqUInErloZHhsUTm1xlTpJP7v4AeKWNMtw2e7UJL9MoOjuz_D4AvBeXFbhhJgO1bJwcLdsBOU1Pm8IQ0K9d6Uw7hi8coz4ckRA9medBpXotBNTzMAyv8IfwcMchYJ0PqdCPh0zIMwKkPOBf-6jckBktOB0qbWqkuMVv1cRF2kYlG4zhPh81QBHk4spViTf8POebwTW9dwpcqik1apGvtTKWC9Qrr3h6vq3EIC3jzweePOcEgobHcC4jQcBWgu2t0IwqLMfAUaX0VhN-FFKjPxYEh8ze2jSnJdWV9WmAI9XupwThhAhfvWygpf0qFZMnlf_hfuBzTOE5j5lGcFGxc6tcDEIu9JH_u9bbzvdu0br6sgwCB6KEUl4SAcF8b5oHmiRQK301hyEtsiDTVBRAYBlFVZxhLghlKEs8f0sH-QbSzQTL-GdvZB2y5BUAyHJmtQKxdMcBuu7IEI4lGQZmOhNaBKfEN9tgoMT9q9FCbp-GY19EIwYKKLLy3uCYg92kxqI99POVBczvyQ-zlHOyAOROss8m7tPz9kzb8ybrpVam1zFyc_CVpiLKrbMwv1EB3iFMQ.xoG3CucY7CpRMlXuukrWkg.d524baed1b8b953ff1ab743ae1dd22a8237a81a2446672752cf0263a04cc0327
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In addition, Susan Dunlap and Brianna Bennett work with Durham CAN’s Gun Violence Action 
Team, a group that successfully advocated for a Durham Office of Survivor Care that will offer 
resources to families of homicide victims and to people who have lived through a gunshot 
wound.  
 
Locally, community members, elected officials, and law enforcement officials from across the 
Triangle are invited to participate in an event that will be held at noon on Friday, June 6 in front 
of the Franklin Street Post Office in Chapel Hill. The goal of the observance is to work to bring 
an end to gun violence. #WearOrange Campaign. On this day, no matter where we are, we are 
invited to wear orange to raise awareness about this issue.  
 
We are a people of peace. Our actions make a difference. Let’s do what we can to prevent gun 
violence.  
 
Grace and peace to you all, 
Mindy 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wearorange?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXe36kJLxOgAjQequzE4Kz92oC7M7a64otloKqzH0D0tOTADkYSVhyH13f5EqxwT_Kjx1RUFBipmGqRuPvXrcyB7ky2SSNeUMMzKLvLm9KnSAd5msMwqrXG8SzItQljYBR5g2t_72oVAMKBQM7N2zKBTkNOr7OSbCuD5Ye_aFbImA&__tn__=*NK-R

