
Cash Bail and Bonds 
The Legislature’s Judiciary Committee will examine the feasibility of cash bail, cash bonds, and 
appearance bonds. Senator Matt Hansen introduced LR144 to continue his efforts to clean up bail and 
bond requirements, especially for indigent and low-income defendants. The study will examine the 
number of individuals held in jails on cash bonds for misdemeanors and ordinance violations, as well as 
pretrial release programs and practices used by counties.   
 
Senator Steve Lathrop introduced LR206 to examine related issues including using risk assessment tools 
for pretrial release, post-conviction custody, and supervision status determinations. The study may also 
address how elimination of cash bail would impact county jail populations and the fiscal and 
administrative accommodations that would be needed by governmental entities if cash bail is 
eliminated. 
 
The hearing will be held on Friday, September 13 at 1:30 p.m. in Room 1507 of the State Capitol.  
 
Local Public Health Department Funding 
Providing an adequate and sustainable stream of state funds for local health departments is the subject 
of LR184, a study introduced by Senator Dan Quick. The study will examine the history and funding of 
local public health departments, as well as core functions and essential elements of service. The 
Appropriations Committee hearing will be held on Friday, September 20 at 1:30 p.m. in Room 1510 of 
the State Capitol.  
 
At 9:00 a.m. on September 20, the Appropriations Committee will hear LR116, an examination of the 
long-term fiscal sustainability of the Health Care Cash Fund. The fund was created with an endowment 
from the Nebraska Tobacco Settlement Trust Fund to provide an ongoing funding mechanism for health 
care in the state.  
 
Road Funding 
The Legislature’s Transportation and Telecommunications Committee has scheduled two interim 
hearings on road funding issues for Friday, September 20 at 1:30 p.m.  in Room 1507 of the State 
Capitol.  
 
LR167, by Senator Curt Friesen, is an examination of the current model of collecting taxes to build and 
repair roads. It focuses on issues raised by LB366, which proposed increased registration fees on 
electric-powered vehicles which do not pay fuel taxes. As the number of these vehicles continue to 
increase and gas-powered vehicles drive more miles per gallon, fewer gas tax dollars will be available for 
road repair and construction.  
 
LR174, by Senator Machaela Cavanaugh, is an examination of the Highway Trust Fund and ways to 
increase transit infrastructure in areas with limited access. Among other things, the study will look at a 
state-level funding formula for transit in Nebraska and how it can be flexible to avoid unfair distribution 
of funds among rural and urban interests. 
 
Juvenile Justice 
The Health and Human Services Committee will meet in Kearney on October 3 to review issues related 
to the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Centers in Kearney and Geneva, as well as other state 
facilities. Senators John Lowe (LR103) and Dan Quick (LR200) introduced the study resolutions. The 
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hearing will begin at 1:00 p.m. in the Nebraska Student Union on the University of Nebraska at Kearney 
campus.  
 
On Friday, October 4, the Judiciary Committee will take testimony on juvenile justice issues as part of 
LR236. The hearing will begin at 1:00 p.m. in Room 1507 of the State Capitol.  
 
Tax Equalization and Review Commission and Assessment 
The Revenue Committee will be taking invited testimony at a hearing on processes and procedures used 
in the assessment and valuation of real property and in appeals to the Tax Equalization and Review 
Commission (TERC). LR232 was introduced by Senator John McCollister and will be heard on Friday, 
October 4 at 1:30 p.m. in Room 1510. It will look at eliminating redundant mailings, using a single mass 
assessment software statewide, filing property tax protests, consolidation of assessors, and reducing the 
acceptable range for real property valuation, among other issues.  
 
Retirement 
The Nebraska Retirement Systems Committee will hold its annual reviews of the public employees’ 
retirement systems administered by the Public Employees Retirement Board on Tuesday, November 19. 
The hearing on LR66 will be held in Room 1507 at 1:30 p.m.. The committee will also receive reports by 
all political subdivisions with underfunded defined benefit plans as required by LR65.  
 
The complete interim study schedule is available here or each month's hearings can be found on the 
Legislature's calendar. 
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