
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You! 
 
 

Thank you so much! Your generous support of our 
garden programs on the Pine Ridge Reservation 
mean so much to the youth and their families and is 
truly making a difference. In 2018, our gardens were 
more productive than ever. They reached more 
people in need with healthy fresh produce, as well as 
gardening and nutrition education. Your support was 
critical! 

 
 
 

Over 100 community members had access to 
fresh vegetables (including some elderly who 
had produce delivered to their homes) 
15 youth managed the garden during the 
summer (they learned about gardening and 
nutrition along the way) 
10 families received a raised garden bed and 
an introduction to gardening 
The school's greenhouse received several 
improvements (some are ongoing) 
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The momentum for the gardens really took off in March, 
when we unexpectedly received four very large shipments 
of donated seeds. Our primary garden facilitator (Dan 
Nelson) was excited and offered to distribute the seeds to 
families in the community. In some cases, the original 
bags contained thousands of seeds, so he made smaller 
bags of seeds in order to reach more families. Dan shared 
that the students and families were excited and happy to 
receive this supply and it motivated them to get their 
gardens ready. Dan also set aside any seeds that were 
needed for the Family and School Garden Programs, 
which meant we only needed to purchase a few missing 
varieties. 

 
In April, as we prepared for the Family Garden program, 
Dan collaborated with locals to have the raised beds made 
on site. This provided an additional outlet to bring 
resources to the Reservation. Rather than purchasing the 
raised bed kits on Amazon, beautiful hand-crafted raised 
beds were made by locals. 

 

Shortly after the generous seed donation, we received a 
large gift of high- quality soil. The donated soil is a higher 
quality mix than we would have purchased otherwise and 
will better support the gardens for years to come. 

 
 
 



In June, two staff members and a volunteer traveled to 
Pine Ridge School with vegetable starts (tomato, 
peppers, strawberry, mint, cucumber, squash, zucchini, 
basil, lavender, thyme, rosemary and others) and the 
pallets of donated soil. We spent a day replanting the 
school’s gardens with four staff members (school was 
out of session) and saw the installed shade cloth and 
the progress of the seeds that were planted in the 
school’s greenhouse earlier in the season. 

 
 

During that visit, we led a worm composting workshop 
for the staff and provided two worm composting starter 
kits; the hope is that the staff will experience worm 
composting for a year and then teach others next 
season. 

 
 

Later that June, Dan, and his assistant Michelle, installed 
10 new family gardens. Each year, we have been reaching 
out to 10 new families who are interested in gardening. 
As before, there was a waitlist; the interest in receiving a 
raised bed exceeded our capacity. 

 
Each family received a raised garden bed, soil, six 
vegetable plants (two tomatoes, two peppers, a 
cucumber and a squash plant) as well as seeds for root 
vegetables (carrots, radish, and onion). They also 
received a child’s watering can, gardening gloves, tomato 
stakes, a trowel, a soaker hose, and a hose splitter. 
During the installation the facilitators discussed the 
basics of growing, harvesting, controlling pests, and the 
benefits of eating fresh from the garden. 



A highlight this year was that a group of five high 
school girls who had assisted with the school garden, 
volunteered to help with the Family Garden program. 
We cannot quantify their passion for gardening, but 
they became very close and even called themselves the 
“Gardening Girls.” 

 
 

During one of the family garden installations, the 
Gardening Girls pointed out that it was good that they 
didn’t do the installation the day before because there was a 
big gang fight at that very spot where they were putting in 
the garden. This news made Dan stop and take notice of 
where they were, as some neighborhoods are not safe. Then 
he noticed that many neighbors were outside and heading 
towards the group. While it made Dan nervous for a 
moment, he quickly observed that the neighbors were 
excited about the garden. They began sharing knowledge 
with each other and started to help with the planting. As 
Dan shared, it was a big moment for him and the girls, 
realizing the significance of what they were doing. 

 
 

Although we see these wide-reaching benefits of 
gardening, at the forefront, these programs are about 
gaining access to healthy food, and the gardens were 
productive this year (despite a heavy hail storm 
midsummer). Some of the school’s produce included: 
300 squashes, 300 cucumbers, 300 carrots, 300 
onions, 280 zucchinis, 250 pumpkins, and 10 lbs of dried 
mint, which will be made into tea. They also had 40 
productive tomato plants, eggplants, peppers, beets, 
radishes, herbs, and more. As before, 100 community 
members came into the garden to harvest as needed 
during the summer. In addition, this season, we had 
produce delivered in boxes to shut-in elders who live 
nearby. 



 
 

A large part of the increased capacity of the gardens 
stemmed from the additional greenhouse 
infrastructure. This season the greenhouse gained 
raised beds and a shade cloth. In addition, we are in 
the process of building a 30’ x 12’ garden shed on the 
west end of the greenhouse to strengthen the 
structure and create a place to store tools and 
equipment. Weather permitting or in the spring, the 
greenhouse fan will be installed, and the greenhouse 
will get electrical and water lines in time for the 2019 
garden season! 

 
 
 
 

Thank you again for your belief in this program! With only one full service grocery store on 
the entire reservation, gardens are a necessary way for the community members to lead 
healthier and empowered lives. It’s satisfying to see how the school and community also take 
ownership of these gardens. Gardening on the reservation has evolved and with every year 
the community and school members have increased their commitment to the gardens and 
remain truly invested. 

 

We are grateful that you’ve supported this important program for the Pine Ridge 
community. We welcome any feedback and hope to have your continued support in 2019. 

 
 
 

THANK YOU!! 


