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BOSTON, MASSo ..,..,., Harvard Universit,y will beg1.n a limited program for the 

advancement of Armen1.&.1 studies and reaearch at its Center ror W.ddle Eastern 

Studies in the fall of 1956, i·l; l!r&s disclosed on Novemb3r $ in a :Oint announce-

1'118n·~ by Boa.:r·d Chairman Manoog So Young of the National .A aeoeiation f'or .Armenian 

Studiee and Research &nd Dean MeGeorge Bundy of the Faculty or Arte and Sciences 

of Harvard Uni versi·iy o 

Initial Endowment Fund 

This followed lase than a week after the successful fund-raisin~ banquet ot 

October 30 at the H rvard Club of Boston attended by Ha..""'Vard President Nathan Mo 

Pusey 1 author-playwright William Saroyan of California 9 Lt ,,-Govemor Sumner 

Wlrl.ttier ot Maesachuae'titiJ, and other notableso Held under the auepieee of the 

National Association for A:m1anian S·tudiea and Beaearohp the banquet was the 

kick-off or a natioinvide campaigt1 to raise $.300.,000 in three yean in order to 

ertdcm' a Chair ot Armenim1 Studies at Harvard Univenityo Over 400 attended from 

Nn England and other states,, 

The limited prog!'Ml f'or Armenian atudi. es ie an interim program until the 

chair is G8'~blished,, It will be above and beyond that which Harvard already 

of.fore in Armeniano Th:i.s expanded program has been made possible u a result 

of a11 initial 81.lm of $30,000 raised at the banquet to set up an endmred Armenian 

Studies ~•und for the establishmant of Chair of Anntania.n Studies at Harv&rdo 
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The extent or the progrem will be dependent on the amount of yield available 

from the invested funds tor Armenien studies by September, 19S6, and mq enccm-­

pas8 a graduate school tuition scholarahip, publication eubaidies, and/or librar., 

purchases of books snd periodicalso 

Pusey and Saro.ran Speak 

Dr o Pusey, in his speech at the ·banquet, expressed appreciation ror the Aaao­

ciation Os desire to este.bl5.sh the fint Chair of Armenian Studies in America at 

Hlll"V'ard o He said such a chair would help to fill in a large void in our knowledge 

or the Middle East and of an import-ant national culture that has contributed mch 

to world civilimat1.ono An endoweq profesaorahip in Armenian history and lar.iguap 

nll be of everlasting value because it will give Ai.:smenia.n studies continuity.I) 

high scholarly etandards» and perlllanenca, he addedo 

The furtherance of Armenian studies, 'Oro Pusey emphasised, ia important 

because Armenian culture 1s "pe1::weated with profound 1'9ligiou.e and literary 

values on He usu rod the '1Udisnce that, Harvard would be proud to have a Chair 

of Armenian Studies and would do its utmost to help in the early tultillment 

of this program to m:-eate s.t Harvard a veritable and unparalleled center ot 

.Armenian learning and research in the Weetern worldo 

Authorinplqwrlgh-c, Saroyan said that the program for tha advancement or 

Armenian studies 11 as outlined by the National Association tor Armenian Studies 

and Reaearch 11 is the best thing that has come along in generaticna in the 

American-Armen:l.zan community and is worth;r of everyone O a whole-hearted support. 

regal'dless or their religiou.e, political11 or other dif'ferenee■ o The succe~• 

or this program will bring to an end "the helpless longing of the human heart 

for an orderly truth," ha maintained o 

nNeceseity-1 Hot Luxur.rst 

Stressing the.t, this job or establishing an Anuanian Chair at Barn.rd must 

be undertaken and 00D1pleted b,r the Armenians themaelvee, Reverend Ao Ao Bad11dan, 

paetol'-emeritus or the Armenian Evangelical Church ot Nsw York, called tor a 
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spirit or dedication and sacrifice so that this project will have an early 

realizationo Ha said that it was important for the Armenianao salt-respect 

and the perpetuation of their heritage as well u to provide an authorltatiw 

and unbiaasd source of info:nnation on the Armenians for thereat of the world. 

Rather than a luxur,y, be declared that it wu a most urgent neceeaity. 

First Harvard A:nnenian Course in 1927 

Other speakers included NU.SR Board Chairman Young, who outlined the Asso­

ciation ° s broad na:t.ioDWide program for Armenian studies and brought out the tact 

that Harvard first started offering courses in Armenian in 1927 under the late 

Professor Robert Pierpont. Blake o Prof o Richard No Frye of Harvard reiterated 

the value and urgency or this program for Armenian s·liudies for scholars in other 

fi.eldso Commissioner of Education Dro John Jo De8ll10nd1 Jro, of Massachusetts, 

Prof o Emmanuel Po Varandyan of Ohio State University, arx! NAASR Board Treuurer 

Jo Mark Kolligian also spoke onvarloue aspecta of the need and importance ot 

this projecto Serving u toastmuter for the evening waa Go Johll Gregory- ot 

the Maaeachueetts Board of Education and ot the Association•a Board of Dinctorao 

Dro Arn. So Avakisn, NAASR tint vice-chai:nnan, opened up the evening9s prooeedingeo 

•An Important. Contribution" 

Lto-Oovernor Whittier in his speech stressed that America ia a nation or 

many nationali tiae, each of whom has brought its singular and import.ant contri­

bution to the .American°"' or lifeo The American-Armenians are represented 1n 

all fields or endeavor by worthy eonB and daughtere. The establishment or a 

center or learning and research in Armenian history, culture, and language at 

Harvard will be a highly valuable contribution by the Armenians to a better under­

standing of the peoples or the world, he saido 

others at the head table were Sir Hamilton Ao Ro Gibb, recently Laudian 

Professor of Arabic at Oxford University in England and nm, all-University 

professor at Harvard; Profo Marc Raef.t" ot the Department of History and Inte~ 

national Relations at Clark Univerait7 in Worcester; and HUSR Board membera 
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Proto Mo Oo Se ag of the Un:1.vei's:i.ty of Pennsylvanta School of Medicine, and General 

Sarkis Mo Zartariano From the clergy there were Reverends Papken :Vakaou.dian, 

Arten Ashjian, and Yervant Hadidiano The musical portion or the evening• s program 

w.u provided by the noted concert, radio and TV artiata, Maro and Anahid ljemiano 

"Best Man Will Be Sought" 

Dean Bundy» in accepting the pledgas on behalf of the University., expreaaed 

his pleasure at the excellent beginning in setting up an endowed fund tor Armenian 

studies at Harvard o He st.ateQ that the limited program in Armenian studies would 

probably commence m.'i;h a sehola.rship or, if poseible.11 a tellonhip in Armenian 

history o He promised .f'u:rther 'l.~hat, v1han the Chair of Armenian Studiee is estab­

lished, the best man in this f i eld would be sought by Harvard for the positiono 

Board Chair man Young also revealed that the money raised in the name of the 

Harvard Annenian Chair would go directly into the Uni verai ty• 1 endowed .tund 

designated for Armenian studies o The yield from t.his fund would be used each 

year in setting up inCJ:•easingly larger programs ln Armenian studies and research 

until the chair itself can be established with the neceesa17 $300»0000 The 

Univensity 9e mm cont1'":1.bution t<Jffards the success of this program, he Nrt"ealed, 

would probably equal this i n amount or kind., 

Gitts Go Direct to Harvard 

Gitte to this fund can be sent to the NationaJ. Association tor Armenian Studies 

am Research at 14.30 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge 38, Masso Checks, however, 

should be made out to "Har·vard University Armenian Studies Fundo" Ackn01rledgement1 

will come directly from Harvard Uni vensi ty o Further information on this program 

or the Association ldll be supplied on requeato For those who wish to make 

"name fund" donations of $15,000 or more the Association can arrange to put thea 

in direct contact with Harvard officlalsn 
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