
Scholarship sponsor at NCMC seeks to honor 
student winners over the past 25 years 
  
Petoskey, MI - The Robert Emmet Society, named for the iconic Iriish patriot and Emmet  County's 
namesake, is seeking to honor the 20 scholarship winners it selected from the NCMC student body 
since 1995 at the volunteer group's  25th anniversary celebration Saturday evening at the City Park 
Grill in downtown Petoskey. 
  
     If you happen to know a winner, please let the society know, according to George Colburn, one of 
the society's three founders in1994.  "We have lost touch with our students, as has NCMC," Colburn 
said, "and we are eager to learn their whereabouts." Colburn can be contacted on 231.535-2440, or 
via email:  
gac@ starbrightmc.com. 
  
      The 20 winners each received a full scholarship to attend courses in Irish history and culture in 
Galway, Ireland.  This award included tuition, transportation, educational materials, room and 
board.  An essay competition open to all full-time NCMC students determined the winner or, in a few 
years, determined that no student had met the standards required for advanced study in European 
Union coursework.  In one of these years, the Society brought a faculty member to NCMC to give 
lectures on Robert Emmet and to interact with students over several weeks about Irish history since 
the early 19th century when Emmet sought to overthrow British rule. 
  
Colburn, who has kept in touch with a half-dozen students (including the first one,) says he know the 
locations of four former winners.  "One is in Connemara, Ireland, one in Portland, OR, another in the 
Twin Cities, and another somewhere in the U.S. Army," Colburn said.  Three of these have sent 
emails to be read on Saturday evening.  Three other students living locally are expected to attend.  
  
    The names of all winners will appear on a large wooden plaque created and donated by The Wood 
Shop of Boyne City, Colburn noted. The plaque will be presented at the event to NCMC president 
David Finley for display in a prominent location at the college.   And the winners who attend will get a 
free meal and an engraved Society vest to wear home...."or anywhere in the world they happen to 
go," Colburn noted. 
  
     The 25th anniversary celebration being held Saturday evening at the City Park Grill begins at 6 
p.m. with a social hour highlighted by the music of the Simple Gifts trio led by Gaeyle Gerrie-Boss of 
Boyne City.   The evening is billed as a "Celtic Christmas Celebration" and is open to the public. A 
three-course Celtic-themed dinner is the price of admission, according to Colburn.  It is $29.00 for 
Society members and $35.00 for the general public.   
  
     Additional Celtic Christmas music provided by the Hooligans, a trio  led by Jim Gillespie of 
Petoskey, will be played throughout the evening. "Jim and the Hooligans have been doing Society 
gigs since the early 2000s," Colburn noted, "and we consider them an essential part of all of our 
public fund-raising events." 
  
The audience will be encouraged to join in the singing....and dancing, Colburn said.  Door prizes and 
gifts for lucky diners will also be a part of the fun, Colburn noted. 
Call 231.535.2440 to make a reservation, or call the City Park Grill, 231.347.0101. 
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