
Leadership Charlevoix County Program Graduates 15; 

This isn’t the end of your leadership journey, it’s the beginning 

Leadership Charlevoix County proudly graduated 15 individuals at its eighth commencement ceremony 

at Boyne Mountain Resort on May 15th. 

The graduates, family members, sponsors, mentors and board members were addressed by keynote 

speaker Honorable Valerie K. Snyder of the 7th Probate District for Charlevoix and Emmet Counties. In 

her message to the class, Judge Snyder referenced Peter Anderson: “How to be a great leader – first rule 

– it’s not about you.” She also quoted Eleanor Roosevelt: “A good leader inspires people to have 

confidence in themselves.” Judge Snyder also wove in the qualities of a good leader using the characters 

from the movie “The Wizard of Oz.” She concluded her address by telling the class, “This is a 

commencement – this isn’t the end of your leadership journey, rather the beginning.” 

For their commencement, the LCC class elects members of the class to speak on behalf of the group at 

their ceremony. The Class of 2019 chose Meghan Meyer, Tricia Drenth and Lonnie Allen. Meghan 

reflected on her journey throughout the nine-month program and concluded by saying she knows that 

leadership development and growth is not over: “It will never end, like not ever having all the laundry 

done.” Tricia Drenth expressed appreciation to all of the session organizers, presenters, supporters and 

leadership board and staff. She spoke on how much the program taught her over the nine month 

journey, concluding that the experience had truly “been a gift.” Lonnie Allen shared his deep 

appreciation of the LCC Mentor Program and said that the mentor component was a major key to his 

great satisfaction with the program. Allen spoke about how the entire program was an eye-opening 

experience for him. It especially became a personal leadership journey. He said LCC has certainly 

increased the class members’ civic engagement through their class community project and session 

experiences. This year’s class project is “Paddle-Up (Universal Put-In)” – the addition of the universally 

accessible personal watercraft launch to the shore of Lake Charlevoix, allowing paddlers of all ages and 

abilities access and opportunity to recreate on the beautiful water of Lake Charlevoix. 

The ceremony also included a congratulatory message from one of the graduation sponsors, Steve Erwin 

of Fox Charlevoix/Fox Charlevoix Ford. Boyne Mountain also sponsored the graduation program. 

Program co-organizers Mary H. Faculak and Alison M. Hubbard served as emcees and presented the 

graduation certificates and LCC pad-folios. 

Leadership Charlevoix County’s Class of 2019 is the eighth class to graduate from the program. To date 

the program proudly boasts 123 alumni. 

Applications are now available for the next class of Leadership Charlevoix County. The program is limited 

to a class size of no more than 16 participants. Applications are available at 

www.leadershipcharlevoixcounty.com, and are due by July 15th. The program begins August 22bwith an 

orientation followed by an overnight retreat on Beaver Island in September. The program then 

continues with one day-long session per month through next May. For more information on the 

program e-mail leadershipcharlevoixcounty@gmail.com or contact Program Coordinator Mary H. 

Faculak at the East Jordan Area Chamber of Commerce (231-536-7351) or email Alison M. Hubbard at 

the Leadership Charlevoix County address. 

http://www.leadershipcharlevoixcounty.com/
mailto:leadershipcharlevoixcounty@gmail.com


 

Class Photo 

FRONT ROW, from left: Sheri Shepard of Charlevoix County Commission on Aging, Regina Inman of 

Grandvue Medical Care Facility, Meghan Meyer of Jordan Valley EMS Authority, Jill Dipert of Charlevoix 

Wear, Megan DeHoog of Planned Parenthood of Michigan, Allyssa Brooks of Munson Healthcare 

Charlevoix Hospital, Tricia Drenth of Health Department of NW Michigan, Lonnie Allen of the Charlevoix 

Courier. BACK ROW from left: Jeff VanHove of North Harbor Real Estate, Elise Freed of Kecia Freed 

Design, Alexa Wright of the Boyne District Library, Caitlin Cole of the Charlevoix Area Chamber of 

Commerce, Heidi Hanson of Boyne Mountain Resort, Jeanne Marriott of Hospice of Northwest 

Michigan, Barbara Loper of EJ. Photo courtesy of Jane Korthase. 

 

 


