FESTIVAL ARGENTINO USA
Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month - Road to the 40th Anniversary
40th Festival Argentino USA - Saturday, May 8, 2027
Kenmore Community Theatre - Arlington, Virginia
INTRODUCTION
As Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the history, culture, and contributions of Hispanic communities in the United States, Festival Argentino USA proudly looks ahead to a historic milestone: its 40th Anniversary celebration on Saturday, May 8, 2027, in Arlington, Virginia.
Founded in Arlington in 1987, Festival Argentino USA has grown into a long-standing cultural tradition dedicated to preserving, promoting, and sharing Argentine culture while building bridges among Argentine, Latino, American, and international communities.
For four decades, the Festival has brought together music, dance, folklore, tango, popular culture, gastronomy, artists, exhibitors, families, volunteers, community organizations, and cultural partners in a celebration of Argentina in the United States.
40 YEARS OF ARGENTINE MUSIC AND CULTURE
Throughout its history, Festival Argentino USA has highlighted the extraordinary diversity and power of Argentine music and Latino musical heritage, presenting established and emerging artists from Argentina and the United States.
Past Festival stages have welcomed important figures and groups representing different generations and musical traditions, including Los 4 de Cordoba, Pancho Figueroa and Facundo Saravia of Los Chalchaleros, Cesar Isella, Yaco Monti, Nito Mestre, and many other artists who have contributed to the Festival's cultural history.
Looking toward the 40th Anniversary, the 2027 celebration will feature performers representing folklore, chamame, tango, rock, pop, music, and dance, including Los Alonsitos, Marcos Pereyra, Renacer USA, Sol Cuyano, Zip Code, Victorio Menghi, Marina Bellani & Jonathan Fernandes, and Salvatore, with additional artists and special guests to be announced.
The celebration will also include Argentine culinary traditions, cultural exhibitors, family activities, arts and community participation, bringing together Hispanic, American, and international audiences for a full day celebrating Argentina.
ARTS FOCUS: CULTURE THROUGH COLLABORATION
Collaboration has long been a cornerstone of Festival Argentino USA.
For 40 years, the Festival has worked with artists, volunteers, community organizations, cultural institutions, sponsors, media, and public and diplomatic partners to create opportunities for cultural exchange and community participation.
The Festival's work reflects a simple but lasting idea: culture grows stronger when it is shared.
From Arlington, Virginia, Festival Argentino USA has created a cultural bridge connecting Argentina and the United States while contributing to the broader Hispanic and Latino cultural presence in the Washington metropolitan region.
A HISTORY OF CULTURAL CONNECTION
Over the decades, Festival Argentino USA has developed relationships with Argentine and American institutions and cultural leaders.
A particularly significant chapter took place during the 2010 Argentine Bicentennial, when the Festival participated in the broader cultural programming associated with Argentina at the Smithsonian 2010 and the presentation of Argentine arts and culture in Washington.
The Festival especially remembers the support and cultural engagement of Ranald Woodaman of the Smithsonian Latino Center and Marcelo Cima of the Embassy of Argentina, whose work helped connect that national cultural celebration with the community-based cultural efforts the Festival had already been developing for more than two decades.
Daniel Manzoni recalls that Marcelo Cima would often share a reflection that remains deeply meaningful today:
“If Festival Argentino USA were ever no longer held, the Embassy of Argentina would have to assume responsibility for promoting a similar celebration.”
This personal recollection reflects the cultural and community importance Marcelo recognized in the Festival: an independent initiative that, through the commitment of its organizers, artists, volunteers, and audiences, has kept Argentine culture alive and accessible in the United States for four decades.
That experience remains part of the Festival's history and its continuing mission to connect institutions with communities through Argentine culture.
RECOGNITION AND COMMUNITY SERVICE
Festival Argentino USA's history extends beyond the stage.
Its four decades have been built through the participation of artists, volunteers, exhibitors, sponsors, families, media organizations, community leaders, and institutions that have helped sustain an annual Argentine cultural presence in the United States.
The Festival's community service has received recognition over the years, including presidential volunteer service recognition, recognition from Arlington, and institutional acknowledgments in Argentina and the United States.
In 2026, Festival Argentino USA was also declared of Cultural Interest by Argentina's Secretariat of Culture, adding another important chapter to the Festival's Road to 40.
These recognitions belong not only to an organization, but to the generations of people who have contributed their time, talent, resources, and commitment to keeping Argentine culture visible and accessible.
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH - LOOKING FORWARD
Hispanic Heritage Month offers an important opportunity to recognize the many cultures and traditions that form the Hispanic community in the United States.
Festival Argentino USA is proud to contribute the Argentine experience to that larger story.
From the Festival's beginnings in Arlington in 1987 to its upcoming 40th Anniversary, its mission has remained centered on culture, community, education, participation, and building bridges between people.
Today, the Festival honors the generations that built this history while inviting a new generation to carry it forward.
SAVE THE DATE
40th FESTIVAL ARGENTINO USA
1987-2027

Saturday, May 8, 2027
Kenmore Community Theatre
200 South Carlin Springs Road
Arlington, Virginia 22204

An indoor, family-friendly celebration featuring Argentine music, folklore, tango, dance, rock and pop, traditional foods, cultural exhibitors, family activities, and special 40th Anniversary presentations.

40 Years Bringing Cultures Together - Celebrating Argentina!

Festival Argentino USA
Road to 40 - Arlington, Virginia - 1987-2027
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