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ATHENA® Young Professional Award
Nomination Instructions

The ATHENA Leadership Award celebrates exemplary leadership and is reflective of a quote by Plato: What is honored in a country will be cultivated there. Over 8,000 ATHENA awards have been presented since the program’s inception in 1982.

Presented to leaders across professional sectors, the ATHENA Leadership Award’s rich history, international scope and focus on mentorship development, supporting and honoring women leaders distinguish it as one of the most prestigious leadership awards one can receive.

The ideal candidate will embody the eight principles of enlightened leadership, including:
· Living authentically
· Constantly learning
· Advocating fiercely
· Acting courageously
· Fostering collaboration
· Building relationships
· Giving back
· Celebrating

The Midland Business Alliance and MYPros are offering the ATHENA® Young Professional Award for young professionals in their 20’s to early 40’s.

THE CRITERIA 

ATHENA Young Professional Leadership Nominees are emerging women leaders who meet each of the following criteria:
· Demonstrates excellence, creativity and initiative in her business or profession
· Provides valuable service to improve the quality of life for others in her community
· Clearly serves as a role model for young women both personally and professionally

QUALIFICATIONS
· ATHENA Leadership Award nominees may represent either the profit or not-for-profit sector. 
· Previous ATHENA Leadership Award recipients are not eligible for nomination; however, past nominees may be nominated again.
· ATHENA Young Professional Award nominees must be in their 20's to early 40's.

COMPLETING THE FORM 
· You are encouraged to work closely with your nominee to complete their nomination.
· Nominations for the ATHENA Leadership Award must be submitted using this nomination form and format.
· You may include supporting documents (articles, testimonials, etc.) with your completed nomination form.

Please submit applications electronically via email (ipasciolla@mbami.org).
Nomination deadline is Friday, August 28th, 2026.
The ATHENA Award recipient will be announced at the MYPros Annual Meeting on Thursday, November 19, 2026, held at Holiday Inn Midland and recognized at the Midland Business Alliance’s Annual Meeting on Wednesday, February 10th, 2027 held at the Great Hall Banquet and Convention Center.
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DIRECTIONS FOR THIS APPLICATION (please read all steps):  
· Go to FILE, then SAVE AS and save this document to your own hard drive under a new name.  
· When finished, save the document and email it to ipasciolla@MBAmi.org.
· Your completed application form will then be sent to the Selection Committee.



Date ________________________________________


NOMINEE
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________
Home Address ______________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________State ______________Zip/Postal Code ___________
Phone _____________________________________ Email __________________________________________
Company/Organization Name __________________________________________________________________
Title/Position _______________________________________________________________________________
Business Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________State ______________Zip/Postal Code ___________
Work Phone _________________________________ Business Email _________________________________


NOMINATOR	
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________
Company/Organization Name __________________________________________________________________
Business Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________State ______________Zip/Postal Code ___________
Phone _____________________________________ Email __________________________________________
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I. PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP
Provide specific examples of how the nominee has demonstrated excellence, creativity and initiative in their business or profession.

















II. COMMUNITY SERVICE:
Provide specific examples of how the nominee provides valuable service to improve the quality of life for others in their community.  Include type and length of service in civic and service organizations and initiatives.
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III. PERSONAL LEADERSHIP:
Provide specific examples of how the nominee has assisted women in reaching their full leadership potential, and/or demonstrated support for their personal and professional development.














ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO CRITERIA:
Include any additional information you feel is important for consideration of your nominee. List awards, honors received, publications or articles supporting service to their profession, industry or community.
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