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In Our 134th Year Serving Oconee County

Coming next week
We’ll report on the
Watkinsville City Council.

This issue was mailed Wednesday, June 20, from
Watkinsville and Athens, GA. Please inform your
post office if it arrives late.
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THE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER  OF Kayla Halsey – Happy Birthday!
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Empty lots already platted
a concern. Business, B3

Subdivision not
recommended

All alumni invited to 
banquet. Lifestyles, A6

Class of 1968 
to hold reunion

Area swim teams compete
in title tuneup. Sports, B1

Summer Hill
wins tuneup 

BY KATIE TILLER
For more than 100 years, the

land at the corner of Hale and
Colham Ferry roads has been
passed down through generations
of farmers. Currently 400 acres,
Hale’s Dairy Farm was pieced
together by past and current mem-
bers of the Hale family.  
In 1957, when dairy farmer

Albert Hale was five years old, his
family moved from his grand-
mother’s property five miles down
the road to that of his great uncle.

“My great uncle and his wife ran
the country store and lived in the
house across the road,” said Hale. 
“Daddy wasn’t but 30 years old

when they invited him down here
to go into business. … We’ve been

here ever since.”
On his property, Hale and his

wife, Sandra, who works in the
Oconee County Elementary
School cafeteria, are far from
alone. 
Hale’s parents, John Arthur

and Mary, who are in their 90s
now, still live on the farm, as do
both of Hale’s sisters. 
“All of our children live here

on the farm, and their spouses
and their children,” said Albert
Hale, who is the president of the
Farm Bureau Federation.
“There’s 43 of us in all.”

June is National
Dairy Month

Cpt. James Hale to run for sheriff in 2020 
BY KATIE TILLER

Oconee County Sheriff’s Office
Cpt. James Hale announced this
week that he will run for sheriff in
2020. Retiring University of
Georgia Police Chief Jimmy
Williamson has also announced
his bid for public office when
Sheriff Scott Berry retires. 
Hale said his life has been built

on three tenets: family, public
service and the farm. 
Born and raised in Oconee

County, Hale is the grandson of
John Hale and Mary Hardigree, a
joining of two old bloodlines in
the area. 
“My family’s lived in this coun-

ty for six or seven generations,”
said Hale, who was raised on a
four-mile tract of land known jok-
ingly to locals as Haleville. 
After graduating Oconee

County High School, Hale joined
the U.S. Army as a communica-
tions specialist. 
“There wasn’t a whole lot going

on at the time, so I was a para-

trooper at Fort Bragg, North
Carolina, and I was down at Fort
Benning quite a bit jumping out
of airplanes,” said Hale. 
After leaving the Army, he

returned home to Oconee. 
“I graduated high school and

joined the Army so I could stop
milking cows, and the first thing I
did when I came home from the
Army was start back at milking
cows,” he said with a laugh. 
Hale married Michelle Link,

the daughter of Station 1 Fire
Chief Mike Link, and they had
their first daughter, Sarah Beth,
soon after. 
“I’ve known her all my life,” he

said of his wife. 
“We just kind of hit it off at the

fire station of all places.”
Hale is a father of four children:

Sarah Beth, 22; Mackenzie, 18;
Madison, 15; and J.W., 13.
Sheriff Scott Berry called Hale

in 1999 to alert him of an open-
ing. Hale left his job at the
Barrow County Sheriff’s Office

for a position in Oconee in
February of 2000, and he’s been
here ever since. 
Hale has seen the county and

the Sheriff’s Office change dur-
ing that time. 
“I’ve seen where we’ve come

from—the days when we had two
deputies working all night long
and not answering a call to now
having seven deputies on every
shift who are never sitting still;
there’s always a call to go to,” he
said. 
“The growth we’ve seen in

Oconee in the last 15 years has
really taught us how to do things
a little bit differently than it was
done in the past.”
The people working in the

Sheriff’s Office have changed
over the years too. 
“I think we’ve got a good thing

going in terms of getting quality
people to work here who are
invested in the county and the
community itself,” said Hale. Capt. James Hale joined the Oconee Sheriff’s Office in 2000, working his

way up to patrol division commander. [Photo by Katie Tiller]

Hale’s Dairy, where 120 head of cows roam at any given time, has operated for over a century in an area referred to as “Haleville” by locals.  [Photo by Katie Tiller]

Farmer Albert Hale surveys the automatic milking stations at Hale’s Dairy.
[Photo by Katie Tiller]

SEE HALE PAGE A3

Nonprofit pitches
$58 million theatre

BY MICHAEL PROCHASKA
Carol Bennett has big plans for

Oconee: a project that needs mil-
lions of dollars to finance but could
enhance the
county’s quali-
ty of life. 
Her dream is

to build a $58
million, pri-
vately owned
2,000-seat per-
forming arts
theater, a
50,000-square-foot convention cen-
ter and possibly an amphitheater for
the northern end of the county. 
Bennett founded a nonprofit titled

Productions Foundation Inc., which
recently became a member of the
Oconee County Chamber of
Commerce. 
Bennett is holding information

sessions at the Oconee County

Library on July 16 at 11:30 a.m.,
2:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Her web-
site, occomplex.com, went live
earlier this summer. People can
email Bennett at
occomplex@yahoo.com. 
“I think it’s a great idea,” said

Oconee County Civic Center
Director Shawn Wheeler. “They
are very ambitious. There are
some realities that they will have
to come to grips with, but she has
my complete support.” 
A $58 million cost estimate

includes both the land purchase
and construction of the buildings.
Bennett is currently seeking
investments and corporate spon-
sorships. At present, the nonprofit
has $30,000 in its coffers, but sig-
nificant changes are to come, said
Bennett. 
“People have laughed at the

money it will cost,” Bennett said.

“But it’s doable.” 
Bennett, a native of Oconee

County, has a background in edu-

cational leadership. She was a
teacher and administrator in Cobb
County, where she helped super-

vise the construction of Carlton J.
Kell High School. 

Oconee resident Carol Bennett founded a nonprofit with  goal of building a $58 million, privately owned 2,000-seat
performing arts theater and convention.  [Photo by Michael Prochaska] 

Bennett

SEE THEATRE PAGE A3

Family and tradition keeps Hale’s Dairy Farm running

SEE DAIRY PAGE A5
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Letter to the Editor

School mascot is 
not racist 
Regarding Mr. Chuck
Rosenberger’s letter to the editor,
[“High school mascot is racist],”
the first thing I thought was,
“Lordy, here we go again.” 
If people put more effort into

things that they can control,
instead of things in the past that
unfortunately have already taken
place, this world would be a
much better place. 
And please don’t send your

grandson to Athens Academy;
just a quick look at Google will
inform you that from the age of

7, Spartan Warriors, (uh oh,
there’s that word again) were
forced into savage military train-
ing. I’m proud to have been on
the first Oconee County High
School Warrior football team in
1968, and proud to say I bleed
blue and white. And lastly, I per-
sonally invite Rosenberger to the

Annual Oconee County Alumni
gathering this Saturday night at
the Oconee Civic Center. Maybe
he can try to convince a bunch of
old “blue haired Warriors” of his
point. I’ll be at the table of 1970.

—Gary Lee
Bogart 

- The Oconee Enterprise welcomes letters from readers. Send your letters to The Oconee Enterprise, P.O. Box 535, Watkinsville, Georgia
30677 or e-mail to news@oconeeenterprise.com. Letters must not exceed 300 words, must be signed and include a daytime phone number. The

editor reserves the right to edit letters, especially for length due to space considerations.

Hale’s children include Carlton,
who works on the farm; Regina;
Daniel and James, a captain at the
Oconee County Sheriff’s Office.
“We have room for everyone to

live here, but to support them is a
different story,” said Hale, who
gave each of his children a few
acres to build a house on.
The farm is also home to around

120 Holstein dairy cows, as well as
hundreds of chickens. The cows are
bred primarily via artificial insemi-
nation. After birthing season, Hale
Dairy typically keeps the female
calves, selling the bull calves to
local livestock yards, such as
Duvall Livestock Market in
Greensboro. 
In 1972, the Hales went into the

turkey business. They ran a suc-
cessful business for about 20 years
before the turkey company they
were supplying sold out to Oscar
Mayer.
“They knew how to sell hot dogs

but weren’t too good at selling
turkey,” Hale said of the cold-cut
conglomerate. “They sliced our
numbers, and we started having
some growing problems that the
universities couldn’t figure out the
cure to.”
A disease had been plaguing the

turkey industry in Oconee County,
preventing the birds from properly
digesting the feed they were being
fed. 
Because their farm was farther

from the others, they were the last
turkey farm to contract the disease.
Where there were once 17 turkey

farmers in the county, Albert Hale
and his crew were the last one

standing.
“Our margins got too tight, and

that was the reason for the turkey
business leaving Oconee County,”
he recalled. 
“It left a lot of people without

jobs and left us looking for a place
to make more money.”
In 1996, the Hales closed their

turkey farm, later converting the
turkey houses to chicken coops.
Since then, more than 100,000
chickens have been raised on the
farm, which the Hales supply to
Harrison Poultry.
Even with a crew of five other

men, dairy farming is a demanding
job. Cows are milked twice a day,
everyday. 
“We ain’t never stopped milking

cows,” said Hale. “We’ve been
milking cows since 1957.”
When he’s not doing that, Hale is

checking on the chickens, cutting
hay, planting crops or fixing equip-
ment around the farm.
“Our margins got tight enough in

the past few years that buying
equipment is now a case of absolute
necessity,” said Hale. “We mostly
work on everything we’ve got.
What we can’t fix ourselves, we’ve
got people we can call on to help us
fix.”
But after over 60 years, Hale’s

Dairy may one day have to stop
milking cows.
Currently, the Hales’ milk goes

to a Mayfield processing plant in
Braselton, but the plant is slated to

close in the fall, after which their
milk will be transported to another
plant. 
“Dairy farming is dwindling in

the southeast,” admitted Hale.
“Margins are way too tight.”
Blaming the cost of labor and

inability to earn a large margin,
Hale is concerned about the future
of his farm and other local farms.
“I ain’t gonna be here forever,”

said Hale, who is 65. “The growth
of the county is concerning, some-
what. For our kids and grandkids to
continue sustainably farming here,
it’s next to impossible. One or two
of them may be able to do some-
thing to survive, but farming like
we do, on a big scale, is about to
end.”

Dairy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Albert Hale and his crew raise and milk mostly Holstein and Holstein-cross cattle. [Photo by Katie Tiller]

Meet a children’s author
LIBRARY ROUNDUP

Drop by the Oconee County
Library on Monday at 10:30 a.m.
for the chance to meet Karen Giles
Clark, author of “Big Changes for
Little Bugs” and hear an excerpt
from the book. Remember to stay
after the reading for special coloring
and question and answer sessions. 
All ages. For more information,

please call (706) 769-3950 or visit
athenslibrary.org/oconee.
The following events are free and
open to the public:
n Family music jam today at

10:30 a.m.
n Self-directed crafting session
today at 2:30 p.m.
n Movie-making class today at 3
p.m. Grades 6-12.
n Rebecca Sunshine Band will play
the Kids Stage at AthFest on
Saturday.
n Windows basics classes Saturday
at 3 p.m. Registration required. 
n Songwriting workshop Monday at
7 p.m. with Sienna Chandler.
Registration required.

Athens Area Pediatric Dentistry
1091 Park Dr., Watkinsville

706-769-1994

Going to Great Lengths for Your Child

Open House
Friday, June 22, 10am – 2pm

Complimentary Screening

for Form 3300

Games, prizes & more!

BASE COAT NAIL BAR

125 Hickory Street, Athens
706-247-7747

“Located Under 
The Mark Apartments”

20% Off 
of $30

20% Off 
of $30

H o l i d a y  S c h e d u l e
The Oconee Enterprise will be closed Fri., June 29 - Fri., July 6, 2018.

Deadlines for
• July 5, 2018 Issue •

Retail Advertising: Wed., June 27 (5:00 p.m.)
Legal Advertising: Wed., June 27 (3:00 p.m.)

Classified Advertising: Thurs., June 28 (12 noon)
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