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September 5, 2025

Dr. Harsha Thippareddi, UGA CAES
James Murray, College of Veterinary Medicine	
Dr. Nick Place, UGA CAES
Caroline Waldrep, Georgia Cattlemen’s Association
Bryce Trotter, Georgia Milk Producers

The purpose of this letter is to request your assistance in disseminating the call for research proposals to be considered for 2026 (Project duration January 1, 2026, to December 31, 2026), by the Georgia Agricultural Commodity Commission for Beef.  

Please distribute to Animal & Dairy Science, Crop & Soil Science, Entomology, Ag Economics, College of Veterinary Medicine, Food Science, College of Engineering, and other departments, or individuals you deem appropriate. The Beef Commission is not listing priorities for proposals this year but will ask for researchers to make proposals for areas they feel most relevant for the Georgia cattle industry. However, all topics for research will be considered on their individual merits and potential success and funding availability. 

Proposals should be limited to three (3) pages and include:
· Title and investigator(s) names
· Need for research in Georgia.
· Potential benefit (how do you propose to evaluate cost/benefit?)
· Objectives
· Procedures and location(s) of research
· Budget: Include requests for funds for personnel services and operating costs.
· The Georgia Agriculture Commodity Commission for Beef does not pay administrative overhead cost. 
· Proposals accepted are required to provide quarterly updates on status of projects to the commission.
· Projects can also be designed for multi-year research. 
· Georgia Commodity Commissions do not pay indirect cost.


Please Note - The Beef Commission is requiring researchers who have project(s) underway that are funded by the commission to submit a report updating the progress or results of the research on the project funded. We realize much of the project may not be completed but would like an update. This report should be no more than three pages and can include data or charts. It is the Beef Commission’s goal to publish this information so producers can see where their money is being spent.   
 
Proposals and research summaries should be submitted on or before November 1, 2025, to Ryan Fugett (ryanann1@uga.edu), Director of CAES Contracts and Grants in the Associate Dean for CAES Research office. For proposals from researchers outside the University of Georgia, please submit proposals to the following email.

Fred.rayfield@agr.georgia.gov

The commission will hold a meeting in late November or early December for presentations of previous year’s projects and proposals. The date will be announced later.  

Thank you for your support of Georgia’s beef industry.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to give me a call. 

Fred Rayfield
Georgia Department of Agriculture
Manager, Commodity Commissions
fred.rayfield@agr.georgia 
470 727 7899 Cell

Cc:   Karla Childs – Contracts and Grants, CAES
        Ryan Fugett – Contracts and Grants, CAES
        Dr. Lisa Noland, UGA College of Veterinary Medicine
        Dr. Francis Fluarty, Dept. Head - Animal & Dairy Science
        Dr. Jodi Johnson - Maynard, Dept. Head – Crop & Soil Science	
        Dr. Michael Toews, Associate Dean CAES
        Dr. Tim Coolong, Assistant Dean, CAES, Interim
        Mr. Eric Elsner, UGA
        Dr. Mary Ellen Hicks, ABAC
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