
Connecting Canadian Cities with the Ornamental Horticulture Industry 
 

Canadians are experiencing the impacts of 
a changing climate and the extreme, 
unpredictable weather patterns that 
come along with it. The impact of climate 
change continues to be acutely felt as city 
populations expand, adding pressure on 
municipalities to find the resources to 
build towards healthy, livable urban 
environments.  
 
Adding to the environmental and 
municipal pressures is that the balance of 
the population lives in just a few places. 
About four out of five Canadians live in 

one of the country’s 35 urban areas, and nearly one third of the population resides in Toronto, 
Montreal and Vancouver.  
 
This means cities are getting more crowded, and those swelling populations are changing the 
figurative landscape of Canadian metropolitan areas. The literal landscape is where the solution 
can be found. Beautifying Canadian urban areas with quality landscapes yields amazing benefits. 
The impact of ornamental horticulture on a society's quality of life and its ability to adapt to 
climate change cannot be understated.  
 
The Canadian ornamental horticulture sector provides benefits to Canadians through indoor and 
outdoor plants. The sector provides food stock such as vegetable seeds and seedlings, fruit trees, 
as well as ornamental stock including potted and cut flowers, sod, shrubs, and trees. 
 
Gardens, parks, plant-lined pathways, or hanging baskets on city streets are attractive not only 
to our senses, they’re also the most effective and natural air purifiers. Plants play the essential 
part of helping to reduce carbon dioxide 
concentrations while producing oxygen. 
 
Ornamental grasses used for landscaping 
help reduce soil erosion and increase 
water retention. A healthy lawn adds an 
essential obstacle to urban rainfall, 
dramatically slowing its flow. More plants 
and less pavement let municipal sewage 
systems function properly and less likely to 
be overwhelmed by a downpour.   
 



Flowering gardens are invitations to birds, bees, and butterflies. These urban oases are essential 
for the survival of pollinators and, in many ways with regard to the growth of fruits and 
vegetables, humanity’s survival depends just as heavily on those pollinators getting enough to 
eat.    
 
Natural environments aren’t only pretty places to be, their addition within cities help regulate 

temperature and prevent urban heat islands. 
Plants are the pin that pops the scorching heat 
bubbles that often surround metro areas. 
Plants reduce humidity to make for 
consistently comfortable summer weather, 
and they’re an effective sponge that keeps 
water in the ground to prevent flooding.  
 
Canadian ornamental horticulture is a vibrant 
and diverse industry. An investment in the 
sector is a commitment to making a 
difference in the lives of Canadians, and a 
demonstration towards a culture of respect 

towards building a healthy, sustainable planet.  
 


