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Introduction 

Agriculture has long been a significant driving force of the Canadian economy. Blessed with abundant natural 
resources, Canadian farmers have long been amongst global leaders when it comes to sustainably growing and 
producing the very best food on the planet. However this industry can do so much more. 

Producing Prosperity in Canada is focused on three important contributions agriculture provides to all 
Canadians- Food Security, Environmental Stewardship, and Economic Growth. These benefits present 
signifncant opportunities for our economy and Canadians’ overall quality of life, if governments can work in 
partnership with industry to fully recognize this potential and support its growth. 

When Canadian farmers are successful, Canadians benefit from increased Food Security.  Farmers in Canada 
produce among the most diverse range of products and food in the world.  Canadian regulatory leadership has 
allowed our farmers to produce food of exceptionally high-quality, enabling us to become among the most 
efficient and affordable worldwide. Canadians spend less on food than most other countries, using under 10% of 
disposable household income on groceries. Access to high quality food ensures Canadians can eat a healthy and 
nutritious diet of food grown safely and sustainably right here at home. 

Supporting Canadian agriculture cotnributes directly to environmental health for future generations. 
Environmental Stewardship comes naturally and necessarily to Canadian farmers. Currently only approximately 
6.5% of Canada’s land mass is being farmed, and a strong agri-food sector helps ensure this precious resource is 
preserved for future generations. Canadian farmers have drastically reduced carbon emissions from on-farm 
activities over the past 3 decades. Farmers are continually innovating and adopting new technology to further 
reduce our carbon footprint.  Research on the part of government, academia, industry, and producers is 
targeting lower emissions from crop production and livestock, and continues to explore opportunities to use 
water more efficiently, while helping set out a roadmap that will help Canadian agriculture industry achieve its 
immense potential. 

Finally, supporting our Agricultural sector will provide massive Economic Growth opportunities for the country. 
The Canadian Agri-Food industry generated $112 billion in GDP in 2016, and between 2012 and 2016 overall 
growth of the sector was 11%, compared to 7.8% across the entire economy.  Few sectors can compare.  The 
industry provides 2.3 million Canadian jobs, that’s 1 in 8, making it the second largest employer in the country. 
Looking to the future, estimates suggest the world population will reach 10 billion by 2050, and demand for 
high-quality food will increase significantly. As Canada produces twice as much food as it consumes, Canada’s 
agri-food sector is well positioned to benefit from global population growth, but capitalizing on this immense 
potential requires political leadership and vision. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Food Security: Canadian Farmers Feed Cities Around the World 

Canada’s farmers are producing a diversity of high quality, safe and nutritious food as efficiently and affordably 
as anywhere in the world. In 2018, Canadians spent only 11% of their disposable household income on food. At 
the same time, the average Canadian farmers spend 83 cents of every dollar they earn on operating expenses to 
grow food. For farmers to continue providing Canadians and consumers around the world with affordable, high 
quality, safe food, we ask for your support for a whole-of-government approach to food policy focused on 
enhancing agricultural awareness and education; adopting smarter, science-based regulations, increasing and 
capitalizing on access to international markets, and preserving farmland as a strategic assets for future 
generations of farmers.  

1. Food Touches the Lives of All Canadians: Implementing a National Food Policy 

CFA is pleased to see the recent announcement of a Food Policy for Canada and the National Food Policy 
Advisory Council. CFA has long advocated for a National Food Strategy that would see FPT governments come 
together to align perspectives and decision-making across traditionally siloed policy areas and identify areas of 
common ground within a shared vision that can drive all stakeholders towards progress on common objectives. 
Accomplishing these objectives requires a coordinated approach.  

Effective implementation of a National Food Strategy must clearly and transparently formalize a whole-of-
government approach with defined accountability to stakeholders through the National Food Policy Advisory 
Council and other venues like the AAFC Value Chain Roundtables, and incorporate a clear focus on the 
promotion of agricultural awareness, both across government departments and with the broader Canadian 
public. 

2. Feeding Canadians and the World: Improving Canada’s regulatory environment 

Canada struggles with cumbersome, costly regulations, resulting in delayed access to innovative products and 
lost efficiencies. With the ongoing imposition of new and increasingly complex regulatory requirements, farmers 
face unprecedented pressures on their ability to remain profitable, compete in global agri-food markets and 
continue to provide Canadians with affordable food.  

In addressing regulatory impediments to agricultural competitiveness, CFA calls on FPT government to prioritize 
regulatory modernization initiatives to streamline approval of plant breeding technologies, champion public 
trust in Canada’s regulatory regime and associated decisions, and aggressively address barriers to the 
interprovincial movement of agricultural goods. 

3. Farmland as a Strategic Asset: Supporting agricultural land preservation 

Despite Canada’s size, dependable agricultural land is a scarce resource in this country, with only 4.5 million 
hectares, or less than 5 percent, classified as dependable farmland for crop production. Recognizing the 
economic, environmental, and social potential of agriculture as a natural resource with potential for perpetual 
production, it is important to recognize that in almost all instances, farmland loss is permanent.   

CFA calls on FPT government to address the most significant challenge in addressing farmland protection 
comprehensively, the lack of reliable, up-to-date, and comparable data. To overcome this obstacles, FPT 
governments must work in concert to support agricultural land preservation through updated soil mapping, 



 

 
 

access to consistent land use information, and inventories foreign and non-farm, corporate ownership of 
Canadian farmland. 

Environmental Stewardship: Agriculture & Combating Climate Change  

Unlike many industrial sectors, agriculture provides a service for which demand will not stop growing: food. 
Farmers have worked tirelessly to feed increasing populations while reducing emissions from farms. While 
accounting only for 8% of industrial emissions, Canadian food production is acutely impacted as a sector by 
climate change. In response, farmers have developed multi-faceted approaches to improving the environment 
through water management, nutrient cycling and carbon capture. CFA now seeks support in harnessing this 
potential through research investment, incentives and streamlined regulations. 

1. The Value of Natural Capital: Ecological Goods & Services (EG&S)  

Agricultural lands produce many beneficial ecological goods and services (EG&S) such as fresh water, clean air, 
erosion control, climate regulation and wildlife habitat. However, market mechanisms are required to value 
EG&S and ensure their maintenance for future generations.  

To achieve this objective, CFA calls on FPT government to establish economic value for EG&S through the 
development of policies and programs that economically value farmers’ stewardship practices, while ensuring 
their eligibility for carbon offset credits. 

2. Agriculture as a Solutions-Provider: Carbon sequestration 

Agricultural carbon offset credits present an opportunity for this market-based incentive - and early adopters of 
BMPs must be recognized for their historical management of large carbon sinks. However, CFA believes that 
introducing such an incentive requires recognition of agriculture as a carbon offset protocol. 

To maximize agriculture’s potential for carbon sequestration, CFA calls on all orders or government to support 
integration of on-farm carbon sequestration into carbon offset protocols, recognizing farmer’s historical 
contributions to carbon sequestration. To ensure the leadership of early adopters is acknowledged and 
rewarded, this offset protocol must incorporate farmers’ carbon reduction efforts since 1990 into the National 
Carbon Inventory. 

3. Charting a Path Forward: Climate innovation 

Farmers continue to strive for further reductions in nitrous oxide and methane emissions from livestock and 
crop production. To support this continuous improvement and realize agriculture’s potential in combating 
climate change, CFA calls on FPT government to continue support for research partnerships between farmers, 
universities and the private sector.  

Specifically, this support must promote partnerships focused on climate innovations through funding for 
research into mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions through innovations, including development and approval 
of new crop varieties. Use of models farms as a proving ground for this research is critical, as they provide real-
world validation and demonstration sites that encourage on-farm adoption. 

 



 

 
 

Economic Growth: Agriculture as an Economic Engine for Canada 

Canadian agriculture is a resilient driver of the Canadian economy. In 2016, the broader Canadian agri-food 
industry generated $111.9 billion in GDP (6.7%) and employers approximately 2.3 million people. Central to this 
immense activity, Canadian farms alone spent $5.4 billion in wages, $6.7 billion on fertilizer and fuel, with net 
farm operating expenses totaling over $44 billion.  

The Agri-Food Economic Strategy Table recognized the sector’s potential and set ambitious targets of $85 billion 
in agriculture, agri-food and seafood exports by 2025 and $140 billion in sales of agriculture and food processing 
products by 2025. The Strategy Table also identified that Canada must focus on addressing key growth 
constraints to realize this immense potential. CFA believes the following constraints requiring immediate action. 

1. A Creator of Jobs: Addressing chronic labour shortages 

For Canadian agriculture to prosper and grow, it must be built upon the efforts of a skilled, well paid, secure and 
satisfied labour force. Recent analysis by the Canadian Agricultural Human Resource Council found that 16,500 
jobs went unfilled in Canada’s agriculture sector in 2017, costing the sector $2.9 billion in lost revenues. 
Troublingly, the sector’s labour gap is forecasted to reach 123,000 by 2029 (32% of forecasted labour demand).  

Unless immediate actions are taken, Canada’s agri-food sector will fail to achieve its potential, resulting in 
reduced prosperity in communities across all of Canada. Addressing the chronic labour shortages that constrain 
growth in Canadian agri-food requires coordinated action to develop comprehensive agri-food career promotion 
initiatives and provide enhanced pathways to permanent residency for farm and food workers in both national 
and provincial immigration policies and programs. 

2. A Resilient Economic Driver: Enhancing the BRM Suite 

Recent trade disruptions and challenging conditions due to either excess moisture or drought-like conditions 
demonstrate the extent to which Canadian farmers face unique risks.  Farmers continue to see unprecedented 
weather, disease, and international market volatility, amongst other pressures on profitability. Producers need 
your support in ensuring Canada’s risk management programs work for farmers, by working in partnership with 
farmers to develop and fund tools that meet their risk management needs.  

While CFA is committed to explore long-term reforms needed to enhance the entire BRM suite, the CFA calls for 
immediate actions to ensure AgriStability can respond to the challenges confronting Canadian agriculture today. 
The immediate focus of these reforms must enhance margin coverage to 85% and remove unnecessary 
reference margin limits, which unduly limit support and reflect a context of record high agricultural prices that 
are no longer the reality for the vast majority of Canadian farmers. These reforms are critical to provide 
meaningful support in the face of increasingly volatile markets and weather, which are beyond farmers’ control. 

3. A Global Leader: Connecting farmers with global markets 

With more than 50% of agricultural products destined for exports, the success of the industry is predicated on 
ensuring farmers have meaningful access to international markets. Yet farmers also depend on roads, bridges, 
and rural broadband to market their products efficiently to markets across the country and around the world.  

CFA strongly supports the Agri-food Economic Strategy Table’s recommendation for a 50-year, rolling 
infrastructure plan and calls for FPT government to develop a coordinated plan to address rural infrastructure 



 

 
 

deficiencies. In addition to trade and transportation corridors, this plan must address the needs of communities 
of all sizes and a wide range of infrastructure needs, including everything from roads and bridges to the water 
management, community centres, and digital connectivity needs that underpin vibrant rural communities. 

Furthermore, Canada has signed a number of high-profile trade agreements that provide improved market 
access to 1.3 billion people, but non-tariff barriers can still arise that limit these opportunities, while supply 
managed industry’s conceded considerable market access. Farmers need your support in ensuring trade 
agreements result in meaningful market access, funding industry developed mitigation programs for supply 
managed sectors, and continued improvement of Canada’s transportation networks. 

Producing Prosperity: In summary 

Realizing the full potential of Canadian agri-food, as a source of food security, environmental and economic 
benefits to all Canadians requires a coordinated approach on the part of farmers, industry and FPT governments. 
This includes the need for clear vision and coordination in addressing systematic barriers to growth and 
adoption of beneficial innovations in technology, processes or on-farm practices. CFA calls on FPT government 
to work in concert with Canadian farmers in realizing this potential through the following priority areas:   

Food Security: 

• Implementing a National Food Strategy that formalizes a whole-of-government approach with 
accountability to stakeholders and promotes agricultural awareness. 

• Improving Canada’s regulatory environment by streamlining approval of plant breeding technologies, 
championing public trust in Canada’s regulatory regime, and aggressively addressing barriers to the 
interprovincial movement of agricultural goods. 

• Supports agricultural land preservation through updated soil mapping, access to consistent land use 
information, and inventories foreign and non-farm, corporate ownership of Canadian farmland. 

Environmental Stewardship: 

• Placing economic valuing ecological goods and services through development of policies and programs 
that economically value farmers’ stewardship practices, while ensuring their eligibility for carbon offset 
credits. 

• Integrating on-farm carbon sequestration into carbon offset protocols, recognizing farmers’ historical 
contributions to carbon sequestration. 

• Support for climate innovations through funding for research into mitigation of greenhouse gas 
emissions through innovations, including development and approval of new crop varieties. 

Economic Growth: 

• Addressing the chronic labour shortages that constrain growth in Canadian agri-food through career 
promotion initiatives and increased pathways to permanent residency for farm and food workers. 

• Enhancing the BRM suite through immediate reforms to AgriStability that would enhance margin 
coverage and remove unnecessary reference margin limits. 

• Access to global markets through long-term, predictable infrastructure funding and investments to 
ensure trading partners comply with trade agreements. 
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